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BOOKS printed for StepnHen AUSTEN 
at the Angel over againft the North Door 
of St. Pauls, | 


1. ‘The Lord’s Prayer explained and recom- 
mended in feveral Practical Difcourfes; by O/?- 
fpring Blackaii, D.D. and late Lord Bifhop of 
Exeter. Pras. | : 

2. Practical Sermons preached on feveral Oc- 
cafions, and dedicated to her late Majefty Queer: 
Anne; by the Rev. Dr. Lake, Author of the O7- 
ficium Eucharifiicum. ‘The fecond Edition, 8vo, 
Pr. 45. 

3. Chriftian Priefthood, and the Dignity of 
the Epifcopal Order, aflerted and defended ; de- 
figned to obviate the erroneous Opinions, falla- 
cious Reafonings, bold and falfe Aflertations of 
all Freethinkers, &%¢. in which a Book, entituled 
the Rights of the Chriftian Church, is more par- 
ticularly taken Notice of ; by George Hickes, 
1). D. 2 Vol. 8vo. Pr. 10 5. 

4. Controverfial Difcourfes between Dr. Hickes 
and a Popifh Prieft, to which is added feveral 
valuable Papers by Bifhep Bull, Mr. Nelfer, 
Mr. Chilingworth, &c. z Vol. 8vo. Pr. 85. 


In the Prefi, and will /perdily be pablibed, 


Refpublica Literaria, or, The Republich of Let- 
ters; being a Vifion written originally in Spa- 
nifo by Don Diege de Saavedra, Knight of the 
Order of St. Fames, ard tranflated by Fames 


Evans, A. B. 


. cum proftrata Sopore 7 
Orget membra Quies, &F Adens fine pondere ludit. 
7 Petron. 
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| }Prinied forSreeHEN Austen at the Angel over 


INTRODUCTIO} 


| 
| 
| 
PRUDENT TAM: 
Disiccsons, Counsz s, | 
| and Cautions, 


Tending to Prupent MANAGEMENT 
| of Arrairs in Commoi Life. 


| a TTR aan 


The Srconp Parr.’ 


ae oe 


| 


To which is added 


An APPENDIX, concerning 


SINCERITY sad: DECEIT. 


y manaiemanel 


The whole compiled by 
THOMAS FULLER, M.D. 


How much better is it to get Wi ee than Gold ? 
Prov. xvi. 16. 


LONDON, 


againit the North Door of St. Pauls, 1727. 
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EY DER. 


ryt | O UL and “Body conftitute 
Hoy <5.) the-awhole of Man, and there- 
borkeayy | fore are. the primary Things, 
pst) and. -moft neceffary.. Subjeéis 
Ae Can empl Our thongs ana. Care 
iene ee 
Now feb “Books. ias-tend. to Party 
and. the- fetteng.-us together. by. the: bart, 
are direétly Diabolical. gee PE ae 

~ And fich yas. teach. Languages nati 
val Philofophy,. Oratory, Poetry, Alifto~ 
ry; Mathematicks, and all the Arts.and 
Sciences, are only.for the bringing.in and 
pr olerving. of Credity,.Profit. and,,Plea- 
fare, which are but: Secondary. expernal 
Things Lebfereet tas < Bits: , 


But 


| [ vi] 

But thofe that are written for the 
enriching the sead with needful Ne- 
tions, furnifoing the Underfanding with 
practical Rules, and rectifying the Af- 
cottons : 

As aifo thofe that ave defigned for the 
Prefervation of Health; curing of Dix 
feafes, and prolonging of Life: Trat is, 
thofe that aim at fecuring to us a found 
Mind in a found Body: Ticefe of a eer- 
tain are the Ufefulnefs of all Writings, 
and beft deferve our moft ferious Study 
and Obfervance. . 

Accordingly I have fined upon theje 
Subjects, a have caft my two Mites, 
namely my Moral Collettions, and my 
_ Pharmacopwias into the Corban, as be- 
 beving I was born a Citizen of the 
World, and not for uzyfelf- only, and not 
knowing how I could jerve the Publick 
better. or | 

Ms to the Matter of Commendation 
and Cenfure, I endeavour to neither, exe 
alted nor dejected, nor any way concern 
ed about either of them. 

__ and that, partly upon Confderation, 

that they are in the Hands of the Vul- 

gar, who taking nothing right, - 
Ot 


[ vai 
both thefe not according to Merit, but Ca- 
prichiv, and generally to the wrong Per- 
(ons. 


Jf 
«But wi becaufe Praife and Di/- 


praife are vs that belong ia this 
World oly, which I am every Day more 
and more fenfible, I muft fhortly learvz, 
6nd therefore am pluming and prepariig 
myfelf to take Wing into the World of - 
Spirits, where there 1s no more Regard 
had to the Foolings, the Flatteries, and 
Flonts of the little humane Infects creep- 
mg upon the Earth, than to the J4tti- 
ons of filly Emmits crawling upon thew 
Hillock. | 

for tn that State, they that are mife- 
rabie foall feel, and can think of nothing 
but Mifery ; but ibe happy wii! be filled 
up to the Utmoft of ther Capacity, with 
veatsfick Vifion, Wonder, ‘Foy, Rapture, 
Licfafy, Ineffable, Inconcervable, and in- 
ceffant for ever and ever. 


Good. Reader, 

Ll fufpett I may have written fome 
Things twice; if not the fame in ras 
yet in Senft, whith I defire you to pafs 
oy favourably ; forafmuch as you —_ | 


L viii j 
cell think, it was as diffierdt and dull 
a Thing forme, in fo great a Number 
of independent Sentences, to find ont the 


Repetitiins, as. it would be in a vaft 


Fleap of different Coins and Meacls, con- 
fufedly throwin together, to pitk out her. 
md the¥e one that boxe -the fame and 
hie infeviption, with fome other among. 
them. be os. : 
Befides the Pains, fuch a Search would 
coft me more Time, than I can afford at ; 
for my Glas of Life runuing now low, 
T muft wot fufper one Sand to fall i 
waft, nor focna one Miuute in picking of 
Saws, ee 
And smoreover, my aged Eyes bemeg 
grocn weak and dim, I fear they wut 
become quite dark, by much perufing ana 
poring; or at leaf? fo fav, fo as to-render 
me anable to perf2t? feveral Papers now 
lying by me, which I would willingly 


make a Prefent of to you. 
4 


But to conclude this, fince in Matters 
of Advice Precept muit be upon Precept, 
and Line upon Line, J apologife mm: tie 
Words of St. Paul, To write the fame 
thi:gs to you, to me indeed is not gric- 
vous, but for you it is fafe. 

1762 BEGIN 
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SRESAEGIN ¢ to. be we Betiines' 
a) thow cantt not bé too good; 
Yes -nor-too-foon. 
| se|. 1753 Sell not Virtue to pur- 
oo “> s . -Chafe Wealth, © . 
| “3764. Let thy. Infide be’ better than: thy Out: 
‘fide. °°. 
a, : 465" ‘Judge hot a Man by Hs Tncomes, but 
- ‘by his-Expences. - 
~ 1766 Be. induftrious 5 but not affected ‘in 

dhewing thy Abilities: - ~- | 
1767 Think sek before thou promifet any 
thing: of Moments? © - 
1768 Read not to difpate. but. live: ‘not to 
talk but knows ©? }--- 

1769 Be ‘pleafant and ‘famitiar 3 “but not to. 
‘Cheapnefs ‘and: Contempt: Se | 

1770 Then fpeak when. it ‘is not expedient . 
to hold. thy peace, / of | 

I he OF all Bee fudy thy pretent Condi- | 
tion: ee a 

I 772 ‘Let thy. Vices die’ before thee.’ — 
come oe ie ‘Undertake. ‘éoolly 5° 3 and: “execute : with 
pa dots, | | 
re B.. cr774 Live 


f 


eee 


. [2]... 
4494 Live in the World as if thou u memnedt 
to leave it. 
: 1775 Be as good in Profpetity as in Adver- 
t 
| 586. Thou oughteft to ftartle at the pafling 
Bell of thy Friend. 
_ 4777 Sufpee all euiaraiiag and groundlefs 
Civilities. | 
1778 If thou expecteft to receive Good, do 
thou thyfelf do Good. | 
1779 Take as much Care to blame thyfelf, 
. as to reprove others.. 
- s980 Obferve all Men; but thy felf moft. 
1781 Do nothing for thy Friend againft thy 
Confcience. 
4782 See not with others Eyes ;. but always 
have thy own about thee. | 
1783 Carry it courteoufly to all; familiarly 
‘to few ; and flatter none. | 
I 784 If thou haft Knowledge, let others light 
their Candle at thine. 
1785 Tell not to him that thou thinkeft will 
not believe thee. 
1786 Neither oppofe, ‘nor defpife what thou 
doft not underftand. 
1787 Add not one Inch to Beauty 5 awe 
raife it up into Vanity. , 
1788 Be not fo frugal of thy Time, as to 
lavifh away thy Health. 
' 1789 Bea good Man, tho? thou beeft not fo 
accounted. 
1790 Make:God thy Friend ; and ‘then it’s 
90 Matter who is thy Enemy. ~ 
179% If thou wouldeft not feat Death, live 4° 
£000. Life. 3 . 
1792 It’s 


3] 
1792 It’s Goodnefs, not Greatnefs, that will 
do thee Good. 
4793 Never think thy elf the wifer for plea- 
fing of Fools. : 
1794. Choofe not a Wife fo much by thy 
Eye, as by thy Ear. - 
1795 Ufe Temporal Things, but defire Eter- 
nal. 
1796 Thou fhouldeft grace thy Houfe; not 
thy Houfe thee. 
1797 Doill to none; fpeak ifl of none. 
1798 Be not of any FaGtion: A wife Man is 
‘diways free. | 
1799 Know thyfelf; fo thall no F latterer get 
‘within thee. 
1800 Make not a Jett of another Man’s In- 
firmity. Remember thy own. 
1801 Be good to. thy Servants; but not fami- 
liar with them: | 
1802 If thou canft not talk to the Purpofe 
learn to hearken. 
| 1803 Be mercifal. to every one, even toa 
Beatt. 
1804 Never ‘matry ‘without full Content on 
‘both Sides. 
185 Let thy Library lie chiefly j in. thy Head, 
‘and in thy Heart. 
1866 If thou boafte of thyfelf; thou affrontett 
the Company. 
_ 1807 Do what is thy Duty. And what fs 
‘more is Vanity. | 
1808 If thow canft not undergo Croffes joys 
fully ;- yet bear them patiently. 
. 1809 If thou doft what thou canft not to err, 
‘thou wilt mifs very narrowly, 
3 B.2 1810 Ac- 


L4] 


— r8re Accuftom shyt to de wel, upon all 

‘Occafions. 
. 1811 Prize not thyfelf- for wie thou haft; 
but by what thou art. 

1812 If thou art envyed, let. it not trouble 
thee, it’s a good Sign. | 

1813 Keep thy Promife isredilely with all the 
World: but promife not for others. 

1814 Always tell, Frath: where-it is_ not 
‘loved, it is “refpetied and feared. - 

1815 ‘Take Care -of, thy Bufinels thyfelg if 
thou wouldeft have it fucceed. 


1816 Believe not that Men have an Eftcem. : 


for thee only becaufe: they-fay fo. 
1817 Keep thy Eyes wide open before Mar- 
riage; and half fhut afterwards. | 


1818 Look upon thy Life as a Stream that 


continually runs, and-never returns. - — 
1819 Pray ‘for Infidels ; but never give up thy 
Creed in Compliment to them. 


1820 Wifh and fpare not; but let not Lazi- 


nefs: make thy Wifhes vain. 
7821 Spend not thy Time idly : ‘thy Coun- 
- try, thy Friends, and thyfelf need it. 
"1822 Do good to all; that thou mayett keep 
thy Friends, and -gain thy. Enemies. — 
1823 Difpute not againft common Cuftom, 
that would be fighting againft the whole World. 
1824 Account him thy Friend that defires thy 
_ Good more than thy good Will 1» 
‘1825 Labout -not’ fo “inform .a. proud Man ; 
twill but make him thy Enemy, ~ 
4. > 2826 If thow wouldeft live” without Croffes 5 
fix not thy. Affections on the World., 
| ° 1827 df 


[5] 


I 827 Tf thou wouldeft fucceed in thy Projeét, ~ 
conceal thy Secret. 

1828 Other Mens Sins ought to put thee in 
Mind of thy own Frailty. 

1829 In mixt Affemblies be fure fay nothing” 
againtt any one’s Sentiments. 

- ¥830° Defire nothing, but what thou knoweft 
thyfelf capable of and fit for. 
4834, Then only doft thou begin to live when 
thou art got above the Fears of Death. 

. 4832 Be refpectful before the Learned , and 
filent before the Ignorant. 

. 1833 Engage not fo far in any Party, as to 
make its Quarrels thine. 

1834 Let Calamity be the Exercife; but not 
the Overthrow of thy Virtue. 

1835 Never reprehend a Fault thou art apt 
to. commit thyfel. 7 
- 1836 If thou. doft.not in fome fort live to 
others ; ; thou doft not live to thyfelf. 

1837. Speak. fparingly to.thy Competitor for 
Caution fake ; and to others for Civility. 
4838 Lf thou art cenforious, thou art full of 
Pride, Malice, Envy and Prejudice. 

4839 It concerns thee more, to govern thy 
Will, than to increafe thy Knowledge. 
; £840 Set thy own Works before thy Eyes; 
and caft other Mens behind thy Back. 

- 4841 Neither hate the Man for his Vice: nor 
Tove the Vice for the Man’s fake. 

1842 Fear Pride and Vanity, even in thy 
beft-and moft virtuous Actions. . 

1843 -Suppofe all thy Auditors Enemies when 
thou eupmueh any. 

Bp +: 4844 Spend 


[6 } 

1844 Spend net that Time in Deliberating 
which fhould be employed in Doing. 

"1845 Thou oughteft rather to bewail the Life 
of the Wicked, .than the Death of the Juft. 
- 1846 In Youth ftudy to live well ;. in Age to 

teach well; in both. to die well: — 

4847 In. doubtful ‘and difficult Bufinefs de- ~ 
fpond net; but wait upon after Occafions. 

1848. If thou wouldeft puta fufpected Friend 
to the Teft, offer to borrow Money of him. 

1849 T ruft net to thy prefent Defire; for 

’twill quickly be changed into fomething elfe. 
1850 Let not thy Zeal for a Caufe puth thee 
jnto an hazardous Engagement. - 

1851 Contradié not fuch as are apt to quar- 
fel; ; and take no Pleafure in provoking them. 

1852 Thou. tanft not joke an Enemy into a 
Friend, but mayft a Friend int an Enemy. 

1853 Thou may upon fome Occafions con- 
ceal the Truth, but inno Cafe deny it, > 

18s4 TeJl not afore-hand thy Defign, left it 
be prevented, and thou mocked. 

1855 Boaft not of thy good Deeds, left thy 
evil Deeds alfo:be brought upon the Board. 
1856 Have a Care of:Paflion. Anger begins 
with Folly, and ends with Repentance.. | 
1857 Since Life is fo very fhort, live as: ; much 
as thou canft im fo ¢hort.a Time. 

1858 If thou wouldeft be provident of thy 
Time; make choice ‘of good Company, and 
good Books. 

1859 In the Moriing think what thou haft 
todo; and at Night. afk what thou haft done. 

1860 Be thankful for the leaft Gift; fo halt 
thou be meet to receive greater. 

| 1861 Fre- 


. (7] 


_ 1861 Frequent not thofe who are not capable - 


of knowing thy Attainments and Worth. 
1862 Be not fo careful to fpeak few Words; 
as not to utter fuperfluous and impertinent 
ones. 

1863 In Counfel it’s good to fee Dangers: 
Execution not to fee them, except they be ve- 
ry great. 

1864 Promifes may get thee Friends; but 
Non-performance will turn them into Enemies. 

1865 Command Pleafure and Pain; Hope 
and Fear; and thou’lt be as free as any man up- 
on Earth. 

1866 If thou wouldeft be delivered from the 
Fears of Death, prepate for it. - : 
. 1867 Becareful throughout thy Earthly Bufi- 
nefs, to carry-an heavenly Mind. 

1868 All the while thou ‘tudieft Revenge, | 
thou art a-tearing thy own Wounds open. 

1869 Afk Counfel of the Ancients what jis 
beft; but of the Moderns what is fitteft. 

: 1870 Ff thou art choleric, and quarrelfome, 
thou art a declared Enemy to Civil Society. 

1871 What Maiter’s it if thou be’ft not hap- 
py on Earth, provided thou be’ft fo in Heaven. 

#872 If thou lookeft too often in thy Glafs; 3 
thou wilt not fo much fee thy Face, as thy Folly. 

1873 Thou wert better have the whole World 
againft thee; than be againft thyfelf. | 

1874. Neither too much remember; nor al+ 
together forget, that thou art well born. © 

41875 If thow makeft Bacchus thy chief God; 
Apollo will never keep thee Company. 

- 1896" Life flies fo faft, that if thou ufett not 
to day; nou meyit want a to-morrow. 
Ba | 1877 Live 


E38 J : 

2877 Live in thy Body, as if thou wert to 
lodge in it this Night, and ta leave it to morrow.. 

4878. Labour to be fuch an one. in-thy. mie 
as thou wifheft to be found at thy Death. 

1879 Since other Mens Tongues are not. 
within thy Teeth ;, how canft. thou hope to go- 

vern them. | 

1880 If thou art a good Man, thou wil ne- 
ver put Money in the Scale againft. Virtue. 

1881 When thou.commendett. good Actions, 
thou in fome Meafure makeft them. thy own.. 
1882 Thy greateft Wifdom confifts in.being 
acquainted with thy own Follies. 

1883 Endeavour ferioufly ta be as good. as 
thou canft, otherwife thou art not fincerely good. 
3884 It’s a pretty Cunning to look to thyfelf, 
with having thy Eyes upon. others. 

1885 Be-as:circumfpect in every thing thou 
fpeakeft or doeft; as if an. - Enemy ftood, at thy 
Elbow. 

1886 If thou canft in ‘Profperity foretell a 
Danger ;. thou fhalt in Adverfity forefee a Deli- 
verance. 
£887 Think thyfelf happy if thou haft one 
true Friend:; never think of finding another. 

1888 Be flow of Belief; for the World is. 
full of Impoftures, Deceits, and Lies. © a 

1889 The Troubles thou meeteft: in this 
World, fhould teach. thee to mind, and.prepare 
for a better. 

1890 ’T will. be wifer to run away when thou 
haft no Remedy; than to. die in a Field 
foolifhly. — 
. 1891 "Tis better for thee to receive: an Af- — 
front; than hear a F se with. Pleafure. 
1892 When. 


Cod | 

_ 892 When thou goeft ayainft the Suggeftions 
of thy Reafon and. Confcience; thou rebelleft 
againft God himfelf. 
~ 1893 I would.fain bring thee to that Pafs, that 
thy Liking may not depend upon another's Opi- 
nion. . - | | 
1894 .’Fhou wilt.not be a Lofer if thou lofeft 

All; and yet faveft thy Soul at laft. : 
1895 Pafs not-a bad ConftruGtion on a Mat- 
ter, that may as: probably admit a favourable 
one. ae 
1896 Thou art bound always to fide with the 
Right; tho’ there be none but thyfelf, and Ju-- 
ftice for it. | 7 
1897 Place more Affurance in him. that ex- 
pecteth:,: than in him. wha-hath received Be-. 
nefits. 3: . 50h ie | a 

1898 Points of Wit are fine in Difcourfe ; 
but thou. muft take heed, that they be not fo. 
- fharp as:to draw Blood.. . : 

18949 Have a Care of prefuming upon after 

Games ; for if that mifs, all is-gone: . : 

-- 1900 “Thou canft no more be too holy heres. 
than thou.canft be teo happy hereafter. 
gor If thou. canft:attain. to. defire. but little, 

thou:wilt not need much.. si 

1902 In Praéticals thou wilt get the beft 
-Knowledge ; and the ftrongeft Inclinations. by: 
Pradctice.. — - . 

1903. The Meeknefs: of Aofes will do. thee: 
more good, than.the-Strength of. Samp/ox.. 

- 1904, If thon, once comeft to think thy Place: 
_ below thee ; thow’lt mind it fo.little, that thou’lt 
foon be. below it... | 

, oo) OBS zg05, Whem 
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1905 When thou fpeakeft to 2. Man look ap- 
on his Eyes; when he fpeaketh to thee, upor 
his Mouth. rn. ar | 
* 1906 If thou formeft thy Opinion too foon; 

.thou’lt be in Danger of repenting too kate. 

1907 *Twill be lefs difcreditable to thee, to 
abridge petty Charges; than to ftoop to petty 
Gettings. 2 ee Sh Se he a 
- 1g08 If thou haft a Sparrow in hand; Jet it 
hot go to catch at a Pheafant that flyeth by. 

1909 Be not covetous: the Pleafures of this 
World confit ih having Neceffaries; not Super- 
fluities. - | | | 

1910 Do nothing that may difparage thee, a 
bad Reputation will tamith all thy good Actions. 

1911 Do good without Regard to what others 
will fay ; and never confider what Reflections 
they will make. — | teas 

1912 If thou art in a fair Way, make ufe of 
thy Time: do not trifle, nor alter thy Courfe. - 

1913 Within thyfelf behold thyfelf, and to 
al what thou art, give not Credit to other 

en. : x eg h : : 

1914 Forfake thyfelf, réfign thyfelf; and 
then thou fhalt enjoy much inward Peace. 

1915 Have a fpecial Care how thou promifert 
for others; for the Performance may be out of 
thy Power. a ie = eae © 

1916 Study to be eminent in Things that are 
Praife worthy : Mediocrity is below a brave Soul. 
_ 1917 Tho’ a clownith Air be but a fmall De- 
- fott; yet it is enough to-make all People difgutt 
thee. a 7 = 
1918 Take all Things, net by the Blade 
. im which 


a 


{rr 


which m ay hurt; but by the Haft, which i is the 


Way for efence. 

1919 Hf any afk in great Haft: let him be an- 
fwered at Leifure, fo fhalt thou not be furprized. 
- ° 1g20¢If thou wouldeft live long, live well: 

- for there are two Things which fhorten Life, 
Folly and Wickednefs. 

1921 Be not too diffident of thyfelf, Thofe 
"that every Moment are afraid of falling, do no- 

thing almoft but ftumble. 
- ¥922 Tdare not recommend to thee the Fa- 
miliarity of great Mens; it’s.a.Fire that often 
{corches. 

1923 Contract no great: Debts; tho’ a Man 
ihe give thee Credit to the Day of Judgment. 
_ ag924 Magnificent Promifes are to be fu- 
fpe od : therefore do great “Things 5 and pro- 
mife litte 

1925 If thou keepeit a gocd Table, thou fhalt: 
extend thy Acquaintance ; but art not fure ther¢- 
by.toget Friends, 

4926 :Take Care to do. right Things, rightly ; ; 
for a juft Refolution may be > unjuitly executed. 
ag27- ‘The Brain ofa Fox will be of. little 
Service to thee, if 1 they .ventureft. to play. with 
the Paw of a Lion. 
; 4928, Every Day that- dion thendete’t in Idle- 
vnefg and Ufelefnefs, lops off a. little Branch 
from ‘thy fhort Life. 
_. -4929,-[t will be.a.prjncipal. Part ; of Wifdom 
in in thee,, not.fo attempt. tao haftily ; ; nor purfye 
too eagerly. 
' .4990- Meafure not.all Reafon by thy own : 
irs an Encroachment ° upon- the common Right 
‘of Mankind, 
B 6 1O41f Mis if 


| C12] 

1931 Miftake. not: thofe Pleafyres are not 
Pleafures that trouble the Quiet and ‘Tranquility 
of thy Life... - 
~ 1932 If thou fuffereft another to deftroy him- 
felf when thou canft welf help its, thou. de= 
ftroyeft him. 

1933 Think of thyfelf, it will e’re Jong be 


faid of thee, as.thau haft faid' of others, He is” 


dead. 
1934 OF tiie Wife thou fhalt learn to make 


thyfelf better: of Fools to make thyfelf more — 


advifed. 

1935 Money in thy Purfe will ever be in-Fa- 
fhion: and no.Man is efteemed for gay Gar 
ments,, but ty Fools. 

1936 What if thon art not. fo happy as thou 

‘defireft; be content with this, that thou. art: not 
‘fo wretched.as thou deferveft. 
-. 1937. Its goad fometimes, that thou forget 
thy Intereft for the fake of others, to the End 
‘that they may do the like for thee. 

1938 It’sa great Act of Life, to know how to 


‘fell Air; that.is to make ‘Advantage by piving- 


goad. Words. 
1939 Be not baffled’out of Truth and Virtue: 


the very Inftinét of our Nature whifpers in us. 


the Bafenefs of it. . 
1940 Whenever thon aficeft Counfel, fpeak- 


the very Truth, that the Counfel’ thou receivelt : 


may alfo be true. 


1941 It’s much Better for thee, | notte be-fub-- 
jet to Difcontent ; than-to receive much Con- 


folation.. 
1942 Never uncover the: Shame. and Naked- 
ow = aa “nef. 
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nefS of thy Brother, but when Neceflity com- 
pels, and Charity incites thee.. oo | 

1943 If thou canft. not find. Tranquility in 
thyfelf;. ’twill be to little Purpofe to feek it any 
where elfe. | | 

1944 If thou.continually interefteft thyfelf in 
other Mens Bufinefs ; thou wilt never be at an 
End of Trouble ~~ 

1945 Covet not fo much to have thy. Plea- 
fures grand, magnific, and lofty; as to have 
them fweet, facile, and ready. | | 
4946 Be not puffed up with thy Perfedtions; 
Rut let thy Humility defend thee from thy own | 
Virtue. 

1947 God willeth what he doth; and if thy 
Will accord not with his; which wilt thou. fay 
is wifeft and beft. a = 

1948 Thou.oughteft-to contract perfect Love. 
with honeft Men, but yet not to be at Odds 
‘with others. | 

194q Do Injury to none: for thereby thou 
teacheft otRers to injure thee: and then thou 
canftnot complain. . | 
. 1950 If thou ufeft tedious Admonitions; thou. 
wilt dull the Advifed; and: render thyfelf con- 
temptible. | oe 

1951 Serve others,, fo as not to injure thyfelf | 
- too much; and fo thyfelf, as to help others.. | 

1952 If thou marrieft a rich Wife, thou art 
{ure to have fomewhat to be in Love withal. — 
"19543 Learn. the Art of Silence: the wife.Man 
‘that Holds his Tongue, fays more-than the Foal. 
who {peaks 
' 4954 Be diligent in thy Calling, or Putoee 
ee. of 


& tw . as 
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of ‘Life; cand tet all the Intervals, or Spaces of 
Time be well filled up. 

1955 I would have thee pity thofe that un- 
deriand ‘no better than to pleafe themifelves with 
Horfes, Dogs, and Dice. 

1956 Thou wert better eat Salt with the Phi- 
lofophers of Greece, than Sugar with the Cour- 
tiers of Italy. | 

1957 ‘Speak not ‘iH, but upon certain Knows 
ledoe: there’s-no fufficient Recompence for an 
unjuft Scandal. 

1958 What art thou better than the pooreft 
Beggar ; unlefs thou beeft more wife, and more 
virtuous than he? . 

-1959 If thou wrongett thy Neighbour by: thy 
. Words ; ; thou woundeft thy own Soul with thy 

Tongue. 

1960 Adhere to thy Faith and true e Religion ; ; 
and not to the Perfons that make  Profeflion of 
it; and buftle about it. | 

1961 Do nothing to lofe common Reputa- 
tion ; ‘which ‘is' fo neceflary, that without it, 
one Is out of the World. | 
1962 Mark what makes Men eftcemed; land 
imitate it if it fit thy Manner; and what dif 

_efteemed, and avoid it. 

4963 Tf a Matter doth hot entirely ‘pleafe; 
yet let it not trouble thee: and then it cannot 
hurt thee.” 

1964 If thou wilt have no Difference with 
thy Friends; fell them not Horfes, nor: ‘Goods: 
‘and ‘buy tiothing of them. © 

1965 Be not contented. to be good only thy- 
felf; but endeavour alfo what thou cantt to thake 
‘others fo, 

1966 If 
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1966 If thou wouldeft check a Report, de- 
fpife it; if thou poeft about to top it, “twill 
run the fafter. 

1967 Jf Virtue accompany thy Pleafures ; 5 
thou wilt relifh them well; and never be afraid _ 
of their Confequence. 

1968 Wiy thouldeft thou sive Way to Im- 
patience in Trouble? that will neither eafe thy 
Mind, nor effet ‘thy Putpofe.:. 
| 1969 If thou art a wife Man, thow'lt draw 
more Advantage from thy Enemies; than a Fool 
does from his Friends. 

1970 Art thou content to be eternally. mife- 
rable, if thou doft not live fill the Time, thou 
‘fettele for Repentance, come? 

1971 Diftruttfulnefs is the Mother of Safety : 
but take Care not.to CxpTENS it; for nothing « cafl 
be more difobliging. 

_.1972 If thou ‘playef too Tong between two 
Parties ; they may both in time joyn together to 
' be in Earneft with thee. 

1973 Thou’lt gain nothing by-being vain glo- — 
rious; but the general Averhon, Scorn and Has 
tred of other Men. 

1974 While good. Fortune is at thy Houf, 
remember to prepare for the Reception of bad. - 

‘1975 ’Tis more eafy than thou imagineft to 
become Mafter of the World; *tis but to flight 
all, and,make good ufe of all. 

1976 ‘Whatever Good thou canit do, with- 
out Damage to'thyfelf, thou-are obliged to do § “ 
even to a Stranger. - 

‘1974 Of theu wouldeft be Matter ‘of fantother’ S$ 
Heart, it’s necdffary that thou ftady hhis Tnclinas 
Hons and Delights. 3 

1978 If 


Ey 

197 8. If thou art wife, thot knowett thy own 
Tengrance.; and.thou art ignorant if thou know- 
eft not thy felf. 

£979 Confider, a littke while hence all thy 
Delights will be gone, the Curtain will: be: 
drawn, and thy Act of Life finifhed. 

. F980 If another hath; what thou canft be with- 
out, what is he the better, or thou the worses: 
_ while he wants more,..and: thou lefs. - 

- 1981 If thou. grieveft and. tortureft, thy felt 
for thy Misfortunes,. thou doft. but add. Gall. to 
thy Wormwood. 

1982 A kind. Word, and an obliging Look, 
wilk gain: thee more Refpett,. than all thy. fine 
Trappings. 

_ 2983 Be. eafy of Accefs, and pleafant. and’ a- 
greeable in, thy Converfation; and: fo oy 
Man will delight in thy Company. 

1984 Set not up for,a Judge of another’? Gon 
fcience, but look tothy own, and leave his-to him. 

1985 Refolve thy Will into the Will of God, 
and then thou fhalt. not be troubled. at. any thing 
that can happen. . 

1986 So carry thy felf to thy Children and 
Servants, that they may fear rather thy Difplea- 
fure than thy Correction. 

1987 Avoid as much as poflibly thou cantt 
the Company of vicious Perfons, -for. Vice is as 
infectious as the Plague. - 

. 1988 Thou. wert better.take the Pains of con- 
fidering at firft,. than, endure ten Times the 
Trouble of Repentance at laft. 

- 1989 Hf thou trufteft every one, thou wilt be 
known:to be a Fool; if thou trufteft_none,.thou 
wilt be aces tobeaKnaye 

, £990 ‘Let. 
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r990 Let the tranfitory Being of all Worldly: 

Things be 2 Document to thee, not to hope for 
perpetual Delights from them. 

1991 If thou dott ill, think not to excufe thy: 
felf for being tempted. to it, if thou hadft any 
_ Strength-to refift'it.. 

4992 When thou readeft a Book, regard it 
no further than it agrees to Reafon, let. who- 
will be the Author of it. 

1993 In Things neceflary, thou may’ft gO 
along with the Ancient Church: But in ‘Fhings- 
indifferent, with the Prefent. 

1994 Sell not thy Brother’s Credit at a low 
Rate; “twill fet the Market for another to buy 
thine at the fame Price. 

1995 Books fhould be chofen, 4s Friends 
ought to be; few, but choice ones ; has thou 
“may’& have many Acquaintance. 

1996 Thou wilt be eafed: of Abuitdance of: 
- Cares, Diftra€tions, -and Troubles, if thou doft! — 
but well regulate thy Defires:and Fears. _ 

1997 Wouldeft thou improve in thy Know- 
ledge, affect not a Multitude of Books: There 
are but few. worth ftudying.: - | 
: 1998 The fooner thou applieft thy felf to it, 
and the more Hafte thou makeft, the longer fhalt: | 
thow enjoy: a rectified: Mind. 

-1999 What: doth it concern’ thee which wae 
ihe elder Homer, or Hef od 5 or which was: the 
taller Helen, or Hecuba: 2 

2090. Though thou art too much a . Man 
to be without all Paflion; yet thou art. not 
to be fo: much | a Beatt, as to be governed by 
if. 

7001 “Find out thy own n Miftzkes and: Fail 
ings, 
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ings, in order toamend.them, A Difeafe known 
is half cured. 

2002 It cannot be too foon to fet about thy 
Repentance now ; becaufe thou knoweft not 
how foon it may be too fate. 

2003 In vain doft thou endeavour to amend 
thy felf, if thou continueft to cenfure and {peak 
ill of others. 

2004 If thou art a good Man, thou wilt love 
thy felf too well to lofe, and thy Neighbour al- 
fo to win an Eftate by Gaming. 

zoos When thou comeft into the World of 
Spirits, it will fignify nothing to thee to have 
been rich or great in this World. | 

2006 Thou may’ft as reafonably expect-to be 
well afid at eafe without Health, as to be happy 
without Holiness. , 

2007 If thou doft repent, thou wouldedt make 
Satisfaction, and doft recal thy ill Action as 
much as lieth in thy Power. 

2008 If thou art virtuous meerly that thon 
may’ft be famed for it, thou art no better than 
a vain-glorious Sinner. © 

-2009 Thou art no Chrifftian at all, if thou 
art only one ‘outwardly, and: haft not the fame 
Mind and Spirit that was in Chrift. 

2010 Whatever great Thing thou propofeft 
to do in thy Life, thgu fhouldeft think of at- 
chieving it by fifty Years old. 

2011 The Bufinefs of thy Life is to inform 
thy Underftanding, to refine thy Spirits, and 
then to-regulate all thy Actions. 

2012. Forecaft, and Pre-fuppofe what Incon- 
veniences and Hindrances may be in so may 
fo may’ft thou provide againft them. . 

201 3 If 
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2013 If thou hopeft for an Opportunity of 
acting thy Revenge, Rapine, or Lut; thou 
watcheft to do thy felfa Mifchief, | 

2014 Thou may’it be deprived of thy Ho- 
nours and Riches againft thy Will, but not of- 
‘thy Virtue except thou confentett. | 

2015 Give no Advantage in Argument, nor 
~ lofe any that is offer’d; this is a Benefit which 
arifes from ‘Temper. | 

_ 2016 The refufing or accepting of Praifes. 
handfomely, is as great a Tryal of thy Wifdom, - 
as the Cupel is of Silver. 

. 2017 Hf thy Soul be not adorned with Mo- 
defty and folid Goodnefs, all external Accom-. 
plifhments will be but meer Pageantry. 

‘ 2018 Great Beauty, great Scrength, and great 
_ Riches, are really and truly of no:great Ufe. 

-2org Thou art not bound.to believe any one: 
poitively againt thy: Reafon,: which God: Bath 
given thee to ibe thy Guitle.: | 

2020 Thou. perfectly knowelft what i is good, 
and ‘what is evil; and may’ft be as. certain in 
Morals as in. Mathematicks. 

2021 Avoid knowing more than thou cee 
ct: Secrets are troublefome Burthens fa fuch ds: 
are not interefted in them. : 

- 2022 Never trouble thy felf about ‘Govern- 
ment; the Diforders ofthe Nation ‘belong to: 
none but the Governors of it. 

2023 Affift the affli€ted with famething real, 
if thou canft: As for Tears ney are but Water, 
| what good can they do?” 

(2024 There is already aipreat Progtefe made 
in a Work, if before it be begun, thaw: tabett: all 

ae Leifure requifite to think of it. ; 
| 202 25 Affeét 


\ 
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2025 ‘Affed not to be ‘wife and knowing out 
of Time, learning tafteth not cmey to every 
Palate. _ ; 
2026 If thou relyeft too much upon the. Ho- 


nefty of other Men, it may probably, at one: 


Time or other undo thee. 
2027 A.chief Thing which thou haft ta ftu- 
dy and endeavour in this World is, to make thy 


. Life comfortable. 


2028 Thow wilt thew more Difcretion in a- 
mending thy own F aults, than Wit in repre- 
hending others Failings. . 

- 029 Wife Men fay of inconvenient and ill- 
grounded Friendships, ’tis better to unftitch them 


_ than to tear them all to pieces. 


. 2030 If thou wouldeft be a rich or a great 
Man, thou muf. learn to turn every Accident : 
to fome Advantage... 

. .2031-1f thou. carryet in: thy Breaft any ill: 
Will and Malice againit any'one, it’s an Argu-: 


ment that thy felf art not forgiven of God. 


- 2032 It’s altogether as commendable_to-deny. ° 
upon a juft Occafion, as to grant in due Seafon. 

- 2033 Keep no-Company with Libertines or 
Gametters, the Lofs of Money and Time is. the: 
leaft Thing thou haft to fear amongft fuch. 

- 2034 When thou doeft a good Thing; have 
a Care that-a little Self-love and Vanity: be: not: 
in thy Way when thou dott it. 

2035 It’s enough to be reconcil’d. to- thy 
Friend once or twice; but if it come to a third’ 
Time, thou hadft beft break Friendfhip. , 

2036 Thy ‘Tongue and thy Heart ought al- 
ways to go together. What thou. ae fhould 
be maintained ek what thou doef; ; 

2037 Never 
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. 72037 Never make a Tryal of Skill in difi- 
cult, hazardous, and dangerous Cafes, when 


thou canft well avoid it. 


— 2038-If thou art virtuoufly inclined, thou 
wilt fear more of two Days of Profperity, than 
an hundred Days of Adverfity. 

2039 If thou wilt be catched in the Snare of 
Appetite, thou art viler than a Beaft, that has 


no Reafon to regulate him. 


' 2040 Know this; that good Works will ne- 
ver fave thee; but yet thou canit never be faved 
without them. 

2041 In the difaftrous Accidents of our Lives, 


‘wherein thy own Induftry and Strength will not 
help thee, thy Patience muft. 


2042 If it be obferved that thou indifcreetly 


~ telleft any one thing, “twill be fufpected, that 


vi 


Iw 


.thou wilt tell every thing. 


2043 He that advifed thee not to let the San 


fet in thine Anger, did not command thee to 


truft a deceiving Enemy next Morning.- 

2044. Thy Rewards ought not much to ex- 
ceed the Merit of him whom thou conferreft 
them on, -nor thy own eafy Abilities. 

2045 “Fo enjay.Leafure well, it’s neceflary 
that thou employeft it in learning fomething 


‘that is worth thy while. 


2046 Set a. Value upon: thy. felf, there is no 
better .means to preferve thy. Efteem With .o- 
thers, . 

204.7 . ‘Thole things which thou -canft not a- 


‘mend j jn. thy felf or-others, thou oughteft to fuf- 


fer ptiently, till, God -order Matters other- 


. wife, 


2048 Report not an -ill Thing that thou He | 
| eC 
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“Felf Knoweft not; but by. the Report of ‘a Man, 
who may: lie or aggravate the Matter. | 

2049 ‘Thou wilt never talk too’ much ‘when 
-thou talkeft well; but thou always fpeakeft too’ 
‘much when thou fpeakeft ill. 

2050 Be induftrious and honeft in thy Cal- 
fing, thereby-thou wilt ferve God, thy Nogh 
bour, and thy felf. 

2051 Perchance thy Conitience can difpence 
with more than thy Credit can. In that’ Cafe 


‘avoid the Scandal as thou wouldeft avoid: a | 


‘Sin, 

2052 Glory not in making others crank: 
what Joy canit thou take in that Victory where 
the Devil wears the Garland, and the Reward 
is Hell. | 

2053 Sansare ‘what thou haft: redeived with 
what thou haft deferved; and thou wilt fee thy 
‘BSufferings have Been fewer than thy Sins: * 

2054 Better turn thy Eyes from what difli- 

keth thee, and leave unto every one his 
own: Opinion , > than ftrive with contentious 
“Words. 
2055 Confider, ‘that the Beatty: thou art in 
‘Love with is but-a Skin that covers-fuch Blood, 
and Bones, and’ Filthinefs, as'is in the’ ‘uglieft | 
Wretch. — 

2056 Thou may’ ft leat Vittae from thofe 
‘that have none, if: thou abftaineft from evety 
Thing thou. obferveft vitious in their Ations. 

_ 2057 Drive away and ‘never endure: ‘Tale- — 
‘bearers : Whoever entertains thee with’ the 
‘Faults of others, defigns to féerve thee in. the a 
- fame Kind. 7 
2058 The Time will come when thou that . 

defire 
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defire one Day, or even one Hour to amend in, 
and I cannot fay it will be granted thee. 

2059 Think with thy felf ferioufly from 
whence thou cameft, whither thou art to go, 
and where thou art to be to all Etemity. 

2060 Thou canft not devife how more to 
vex a Detradtor than by Contempt; thus thou 
fhalt force {pite to drink off her own Poifon. - 

2061 Avoid carefully thofe Vices-which ‘moft 
refemble Virtue ; they are a thoufand Times 
more dangerous than others. 

2062 Be thankful for what thou haft, and 
then thou wilt not be much difcontented for 
what thou wanteft. 

2063 Ifany. Man offend thee with too much 
impertinent Talk, don’t give him the hearing, 
and that will be Revenge enough. 

2064 Be not a Man of many Friends, for 
then thou wilt be a Slave to many, and muft 
fhare in all their Cares, Difquiets and Bufinef- 
Jes. 

2065 Of all Kinds of Converfation avoid 
jeering: One Jeer feldom goes forth but it: re- 
— tums with its Equal, and sad together beget a 
Quarrel. 

2066 If thou perpetuall readeft good Books, 
‘and thy Parts be anfwerable, thou wilt in Time 
‘take in an huge Stock of Knowledge. 

2067 In Matters of Duty rather do too much 
than too little ; but in Matters of Indifferency, 
rather take too little Liberty than too much. 

2068 If thou haft a Mind to be bubbled, a 
mof effe€tual Way is, to fanty thou art wifer 
than thy Neighbour. 

ae If thou alfrontet the. Poor becaufe s 

is 


his Poverty, which he brought not’ upon-him- 
felf'by his Vices, thou affronteft God’s Provi- 
dence - eee ee | 
.2070 If thou favoureft Evil, thou art worfe 
than he that committed it. Thou aeft delibe- 
rately: but he was acted-on by Temptation. 
__ 2071 I would not have thee-to love the Secu- 
_ rity and Contentment of Privacy, and: Retire- 
‘ment, {o°as-to be guilty of Singularity and Af- 
feclation. | 
2072 Expect no -Affiftance from God, but 
then when that which thou enterprizeft is what 
~he approveth of; and then thou art not want- 
ing to thyfelf. ; = 7 
_ 2073 Be not deceived: it is not that which 
Men believe of thee will make thee happy or 
-imiferable ; but-that which thou believeft of thy~ 
felf..- - so : | : 
_ 2074 -Beware of common Curfing-or Swear- 
ing: there may be perhaps fome fort of Excufe 
‘for Sins that produce either Profit or Pleafure: 
‘but this hath nothing to fay for itfelf. 
. 2075 -Print it in thy Thought, that what Vir- 
tue foeverthou haft; be it never fo-manifold ; if 
thou beeft poor withal, thou and thy Virtues: 
{hall be defpifed. — 
__ 2076 There is nothing in Earth worth thy 
Stay, tho’ Heaven be worth thyWaiting. There- 
-fore be content to-live, and willing to die. 
_ 2077 Study how to raife and keep- up Re- 
putation from Eftate, Magnificence, Virtue, 
arts, &c.  .. . : 
_ 2078 Riches are*given thee, that thou may’ ft 
_pafs thy Life eafily: but Life is ‘not given thee, 
‘that thou may’ft keep up Riches. 


| | 2079 Judge 
8 
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2079 Judge not the Happinefs of a Man by 
_ one Part of it; Bireh, Wit, Strength, Riches, 
Honours, Where is the Man that hath all his 
Delires ¢ 

2080 If thou haft any Difcontents; let them 
be thy Secrets; for if the World come to know 
them, they will defpife thee, and increafe them. 

2081 Idle fcandalous Stories do harm to him 
that makes them, to thofe they are made to, and 
to thofe they are made of; and fo kill three at 
once. | 
2082 Study thy own Condud&t; and not that 
of others. Examine thyfelf without Favour or 
Partiality. Never pardon thyfelf, but be indul- 
gent to others. 

2083 Induige not a drowfy Temper in Bed. 
Why fhouldeft thou live but half thy Days. In 
the Grave there will be fleeping enough. 

2084 When thou art with thy Friends, al- 
ways endeavour to be agrecable, and to pleafe 
them, and never put on the Air of a Philofopher 
or Devoto. | 

2085 Live as if thou wert to merit Heaven, 
and to fave thyfelf: yet truit not to thy Werks, 
to be juttified by them. 

2086 Truft not one lightly that hath play’d 
falfe with thee, thereby thou half perfuadeft him: 
to betray thee again, 

2087 Don’t be feduc’d by a Multitude. Thow 
wilt ftand alone when thou diet; and fhalt be 
call’d to give thy Account by thyfelf. 

2088 Endeavour to be Mafter of Virtue and 
Goodnefs. I affure thee thou. may’ ft compafs it 
thyfelf, but no bedy can give it thee. | 

2089: If thow be’ft idle and carele{s, thou wilt 

Cc fuffer 
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fuffer a thoufand Evils, which a little Caution 
and Pains might have prevented. 

2090 The more thou practifeft good Works, 
the more thy Faith increafes. Thou doft not 
believe, if thou doft not live according to thy 
Belief. 

2091 Confider not what thy Enemies promife, 
er threaten ; but what in Reafon they will de: 
and the neareft Cenie€ture thereunto Is what is 
moft jor their Intereft to do. 

z0gz Thou never walt fo good as thou 
fhouldett be ; if thou doft not flrive to be bet- 
ter, And thou never wilt be better, if thou dot 
not fear to grow werie. 

2093 If thou alloweft thyfelf to go to ths ut- 
moft Extent of every thing that is lawful, thou 
art very near going further. 

2094 The more tnou feemcft to have bor- 
sowed from Books, the poorer thou proclaime!: 
thy natural Parts, which only can be called 
thine. 

2095 No Defign takes, unlefs God give it 
J.eave; and whatever he pleates is beit: and 
therein thou oughteit to Fe contented, 

" 2096 Over-talkativenefs will exprefs a great 
Vanity in thee, and implyeth a Believing that 
Others are affected with thy Perfections. 

2097 Infamy is according to the Receiver: 
if thou fretteft or ftormeft at it, ’tis thine: if 
thou difregardeft and contemnett it, ’tis his. 

2098 Contend not in Sui: (whei thou cant 
help it) with thy Superior; it’s Madnets: nor 
with thy Equal; jt’s dcwbtful: nor with thy In- 
ferior; it’s fordid and fhameful, 

2009 If 
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2099 If in thy Converfe thou doft not inter» 
change fober, ufeful Notions; thou fhalt at the 
beft but traffick Toys and Baubles: and moft 
commonly Infection and Poifon. 

2100 ‘That which thou calleft thy own, is but 
jent thee: and what thou haft received gratis, 
thou oughteft to return without Complaint and 
Difcontent. 

zro1 If thou wouldeft Exercife a Power pro- 
fitable to thyfelf, and grievous to no body; 
practife it upon thy Appetites and Paffions. 

z1oz Rather confider what thou  thyfelf 
oughteft to do, than hearken after the Doings of 
ethers: And after News which little concerns 
thee. . : 

2103 Examine thy Hope, and thy Fear; and | 
where Things are uncertain, favour thyfelf; and 
believe that will, which thou haft rather fhould, 
come to pafs. 

2104 Slight not Reputation, it is of very great 
Ufe; for it ferves no lefs to Virtue, than Light 
does to a Picture, to make it appear. _ 

2105 Read Men; and ftudy living Libraries 
this is the moft ufeful Piece of Learning for thee; 
if thou meaneft to make one in the World. . 

2106 Generally fpeaking, it’s better for thee 
to go to the Houfe of Sorrow, than of Mirth: 
for the Holy Days of Rejoycing are moftly the 
Vigils of Repentance. 

2107 If thou diligently attendeft to thyfelf; 
thou wilt feldom fpeak much of others. Where 
art thou when thou art not with thyfelf? 

z108 If thou ufeft thyfelf only to Books, 
thou’lt be fit for nothing but a Book: And if 
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thou converfeft with no body, thou’lt be. fit to 
cpnverfe with no body. . 

2169 Thou mayeft lofe more Reputation in 
one Day of Liberty and Jollity, than thou cant 
gain in a long Courfe of Serioufnefs. 

2110 Thou wouldeft take any Pains to fave 
thy Body: and wilt thou not be perfuaded to 
take fome, to fave thy Soul. _ 

2111 Jf thou diflembleft fometimes thy Know- 
‘ledge of what thou art thought to know; thou 
Shalt be thought at another time to know what 
‘thou knoweft not. 

2412 In the Fit of Anger ufe no extream Bit- 
‘tternefs of Words. Reveal. no Secrets. Break 
not off thy Bufinefs irrevocably. 

2113 Thou fhouldeft publifh and communi- 
ate thy Joy to thy Friend; but as much as thou 
«canft, conceal and fmother thy Grief. 

2114 Thou art not a wife Man till thou 
comet to know thine own Weaknefles; and cantft 
bear with them without telling others of them. 

2115 Every one lies open to Dangers; and 
‘thou canft do no more, but commit thyfelf to 
‘God, in thofe Things which humane Care is in- 
- fufficient for. | 

2116 If thou muft fpeak ; it will be Prudence 
‘in thee always to fpeak laft: and fo thou wilt be 
Mafter of others Strength before thou difcovereft 
thy own. : : 

2117 Pay thy Debts; and thou wilt feel a 
‘kind of Pleafure like eafing thy Shoulders of a 
troublefome Weight ; and a freeing thyfelf from 
an Image of Slavery. 

2118 Speak foberly, and advifedly; but.not 
fo as if itappeared, thou hearkenedft to thyfelf: 

for 
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for all. kind of AffeGtation and Self-conceit is 
naufeous. | 
_ 2119. When thou comeft to be fit to appear 
in Bufinefs, thou fhouldeft quit the Education 
of the College: for A€tion is the proper Fruit 
of Science. : 

2120 The more Bufinefs thou createft to thy- 
felf; and the more thou amplifyeft thy Poflef- 


fions ; fo much more doft thou expofe thyfelf to: 


the Blows and Injuries of Fortune. 

2121 Be fure leave other Men their Turn to 
fpeak. Nay if there be any among you that 
would reign, and take up all the Time, find. 
Means to take him off, and bring others on. 

2122 Tho’ thou canft not pull thy Paflions 


out by the Roots; yet it’s in thy Power to hold: 


them down, for a time at leaft. 
2123 If thou pardoneft thy Enemy that in- 
jured thee, thou fheweft more Virtue, and Mag- 


hanimity in fo doing, than thou wouldeft, if. 


thou hadft killed him. 


2124 Thou art to rejoyce heartily, and thank 


God; that there are others in the World, that 
are better; and can do more good than thou. 
2125 In Things that thou wouldeft not be 
feen in thyfelf, it’s a Piece of Cunning to: fay, 
The World fays ; or there isa Speech about. 
_ 2426 Which puts us to moft Pains, to fay no~ 
thing but well of others; or to be always find- 
ing fault; and continually {peaking ill of them? 
2127 Faithful Obedience, and not infolent 
Hope will commend thee to God. If thy Hopes 
be proportionable to thy Obedience, then they 


are regular... 
C3, 2128 If 


[ 30] 

2128 If thou feekeft only, and art fatisfied 
‘with the Praife of God and good Men; thou 
wilt look upon the Applaufe of the People, only 
as a Blaft of Air. 

2129 A Miftake about Repentance is fatal, 
therefore know, that whatfoever falls fhort of a 
prefent, univerfal, permanent Change, falls as. 
much fhort of Repentance. 

2130 ‘Fhere may be as much Generofity 
fhewed in the handfome Acknowledgment of a 
Kindnefs; as there is in the conferring of that 
which deferves fuch an Acknowledgment. 


' 2131 Do thou but take half the Care of thy | 


Soul, that moft Men do of their Bodies; and 
thou wilt be better than moft Men are. 

2132. Give not prefently, and upon flight 
Grounds, Credit to an Accufation, or infamous 
Report: it will make Men fufpedt, thou art ma- 
licious thyfelf, or foolifh. 

2133 Have-Patience a while: Slanders are not 

Jong lived: Truth is the Child of Time, e’re 
long, fhe fhall appear, to vindicate thee. 
. 2134 It’s true, thou mayeft not go to School 
to the Devil; but yet thou oughteft to receive 
Knowledge and Sapience from whence foever it 
comes. | 

2135 If thou art well with a Great Man, ne- 
ver pretend, nor endeavour to underftand thofe 
Affairs which he would keep fecret. 

2136 Robnot for Burnt-offerings; nor lie for 
God. It’s a greater Offence and Affront to his 
Majefty, than to rob for Rapine, and lie for 
eevaniaaes 


2137 Take | 
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2137 Take Care, that thy Appetites be nei- 
ther mifplaced, nor difproportionate; and then 
they cannot hurt either thee or others. 

2138 Aflure thyfelf, and fix it in thy Mind, 
that an unmoveable Quiet, and a lafting Peace, 
can.be fet upon no other Foundation, but Vir- 
tue and Holinefs. 

2139 I would have thee underftand, that moft 
of our Mifcarriages proceed from an undue Pre- 
ference of ourfelves, and an unequal confider- 
ing of other Mens Interefts. | 

. 2140 A good Death is the Confequence of a 
good Life; therefore live well, that thou mayelt 
die well. And think often of dying, that thou 
mayeft live well. - 

. 2141 Opportunity is both fhort and uncer- 
tain; therefore by no means neglect it. Our 

Time. is very fhort; but the Time of doing 
Good is much fhorter, | 
. 2142. Thou couldeftt not but blufh often+ 

‘times for thy very beft Actions; if the World 
did but fee all the Motives upon which they 
were done. c 
. 2143 In Affairs of Confequence, it commons 
ly is not fo much thy Bufinefs to feek Occa+ 
fions; as to make the beft of thofe that offer 
themfelves. 7 : 

2144 Be not in Converfation of a dogmati®. 
cal, and governing Spirit. An affeéted Superiz 
ority fpoils Company. | 

2145 Lean not too much to thine own Un- 
derftanding ;. Men of -the beft Judgment are-al- 
ways. moft. ready to confult the Opinion of o- 
thets, | Vr a : 
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: 2146 If thou committeft a Sin, becaufe thou 
art wilfully Ignorant; the Wilfulnefs of thy Ig-, 
norance makes thy Sin to be wilful. 

2147 Thou oughteft to be thankful for Deli- 
verances and Mercies paft: So fhall the Memo- 
yy of them be able to put off the Senfe of pre- 
fent Miferies. 

- 2148 If thoy art one of an ingenuous Mind, 
and a true Penitent, thou wilt with more Diffi- 
culty forgive thy felf than God doth. 

_ 2149 If thou beeft alway affecting to fhew 
thy Wit, thou wilt feldom fail of letting the 
World know thou haft none. - 

2150 If thou weepeft for that thou haft fin- 
ned, and yet goeft on to fin more, thy wilful 
Guilt will defile thy Tears, ‘but thy Tears will 
aot wafh off thy Guilt. 

2161 When Grief: approacheth thee, if it be 
fmall, endure it, becaufe itis eafy to be born 3 
but if it be from a great Occafion fill bear it, 
becaufe thy glory is the greater. 

» 21§2 Slight not a Reproach, tho’ it be ut- 
terly falfe; for a good Name is no lefs wound- 
ed for the Time with that, than with a juft 

Crimination. 

2153 Thy frft Step is to eilve well, thy 
mext to do well, the uninterrupted Repetition 
of which will at length improve into an Habit 
of welt doing. 

2154 Thou little knoweft thy felf, if thou 
thinkeft thy felf able enough to preferve thy felf, 
wife enough to direct thy felf, and good enough 
to juftify thy felf. 

2155 If thou arta good Man, without doubt 
thou wilt find more Sweetnefs and Satisfaction 

in 
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in the Way to Heaven, than Sinners do in the 
Way to Hell. _ | oo 

2156 In publick Places of Divine Worfhip, 
avoid Singularity and Hypocrify,..as well as 
Negligence and Profanenefs. 

2157 Study before hand how to fupprefs Ané - 
ger, and cure all Paffions, what to do, and what . 
Evafion to make in Time of Danger, Fear, and 
Surprize. —- 

2158 With not the. Alteration of Things to 
thy Defires, but model thy Defires. This is in 
thy Power. to effect, the other beyond thy Abi-~ 
lity to obtain. : 

2159 Thou canft not be. poor if thou haft 
enough ; thou canft not be rich if thou defireft 
more ; thou.canft not be wife if thou art not 
content. | 

2160. It’s grievous to Humanity to fuffer In- 
juries,- but more grievous to keep them Secret. 
If: thy Heart be full of Trouble, thy Remedy 
will. be to unburthen it unto a Friend. 

2161- It-were Madnefs to fet thy Heart much ~ 
on what ’tis impoffible for thee long to enjoy, 
altho’ ‘there. were .fomething. here worth the . 
enjoying. : | | 

2162 Learning and.a good Life are both de~ 
firable; but if both cannot be obtained, ‘endea- 
vour more for a good Life than for Learn- - 
ing.. 
are When thou overfhooteft thy ‘felf, thou: : 
may’ft make: fome Ufe of thy Miftakes, and -- 
turn them into Leffons of Inftruétion and Cau-.- 

tion. | 

2164 If thou haft but Guards within ‘thy: : 
felf, ftrong enough to keep Troubles from | 
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~ breaking in. upon thee, they can never take Pot 
feffion of thee. 

2165 Since one true Friend is fo difficult to 
be found, if inftead of chufing one thou wilt be 
feeking a Multitude, thou art foolifh, and wilt. 
be: undone. 

2166 Thou canft not long continue in the 
Refpect thou oweft thy Friend, if thou allow- 
eft thy felf the Liberty to talk of their Faults. 

2167 ’Tis a great Art to know how to de- 
fire rightly ; unlefs thou beeft well verfed in this, 
thou canft never live contentedly. 

2168 ’Tis better for thee to be wife and not 
feem fo, than to feem wife and not be fo: Yet 
Men, for the moft Part, defire and endeavour 
the contrary. 

2169 Thou needeft not fear all the Devils in 
Hell fo much as a falfe Friend; and let me 
tell thee, fuch are very common. 

_ 2170 If thou art wife, thou wilt take the true 
Value of every. Thing, not from its Rarity or 
Difficulty, but from its Utility to thee in Life. 

2171 If thou doft good principally for thy 
own Satisfaction, thou wilt not be much trou- 
bled to have Men judge of thy A@tions contrary 
to-thy Merit. 

2172 With all thy Power keep thy. felf from 
-being of a froward, penfive Spirit, for. that flips - 
over all the Pleafures of Life, and féizes and 
feeds on nothing but Bitters. 

2173 If thou haft known how to live with 
Conftancy,, and in Quiet, thou fhalt know how 
to die fo too; for thy End will not eafily be. dif- 
ferent from the reft.. 

2174 ‘Take 
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2174 Take heed what thou afkeft, and be- 
ware what thou denieft; for if Difcretion guide 
thee not, there may be a great Deal of Danger 
~ in both. , 

zi75 Spit not thy Friend out from th 
Tongue, nor laugh him into an Enemy. Gall 
in Mirth is an ill Mixture, and fometimes Truth 
is Bitternefs. 

2176 ’Twill be Prefumption in thee, and 
not Piety, fo to truft a good Caufe, as not to 
—ufe all lawful’and likely means to maintain it. 

2177 If thou doeft the Thing that is good, 
and intendeft not that good which thou doeft, 
it is a good Adtion,. but not well done. 

2178 If thy Companion cannot make thee 
better, nor thou him good, ’twere better that 
thou leave him ill, than that he make thee 
worfe. | | | 

2179 Do not dwell too long upon a weak 
Side. Touch and go away. Take Pleafure to 
- ftay when thou canft commend. | 

2180 Let this Contemplation moderate thy 
Defires, that all Worldly Profit or Pleafure is 
correfpondent to alike Meafure of Anxiety and 
Wearifomenefs: | | 

2181 Never venture.to difpute againft any 
Thing of Experiment, or Matter of Fact, 
which thou haf not'feen, or art mot very well 
affured of: ig : 

2182 Account the Pleafure of commending 
and being obeyed to be‘but in the fecond Rank 
of Pleafures; but.that of loving and being ‘be- 
loved in the firft, — | 
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2183 If thou wouldeft not have thy Credu- 
lity abufed, thou haft fcarce a fecurer Way, than 
to let thy Belief run quite counter to Reports. 
2184 If thou decreeft for either Party before | 
thou haft heard them. both, thy Sentence may - 
be juft, but thou thy felf art unjuft. 

24185 Be not too eager in counfelling others : 
The ill: Suecefs (which happens frequently to 
good Advice ) will be laid’ to thy Charge, and: 
the good feldom thanked. 

2186 Anger is a profeffled Enemy to Counfel. 
If thou counfelleft a Man in Paflion gently, thow 
art defpifed; if thou urgeft it vehemently, he’s: 
provoked the more, 

2187 Never put thy felf (when thou canft 


~ help it) into the Power of any Perfon, unlefs: 


thou. canft prebably tell how he will deal with 
thee.. 

2¥88 ’Tis not fafe to open the Clofets of our 
Hearts to. every. Travellor: We may lend our. 
Ears and our Tongues to many, to whom we 
muft not truft our Hearts. 

2%’89 He that loves thee moft extreamly,. 
may as extreamly hate thee ; therefore mode- 
rate and fober Friendfhip is much preferable to 
paffionate Love.. 

2190 Make not a Friend of one that is apt 
to babble out all he knows. Secrecy is a necef- 


fary Qualification, and an unfailing Mark of a- 


true Friend. 
_a1g1 If thou art vain-glorious thou. wilt 
get nothing by it, but the genera¥ Hatred and 
Averfion of other Men. 
2%92 Thou muft either have the Command 
ef thy Money, or thy Money muft be thy a 
er. 


, {37] | 
fter. There is no Mean between thefe two Ex: 
tremes. =. 2 
2193 AH the while thou liveft ill thou haf’ 
the Frouble, Diftraction, and Inconveniencies 
of Life, but not the Sweets and true Uf 
of it. | 

2194 Pretend not to be devout beyond all: 
Examples of others in thy Condition, for thou 
wilt thereby prejudice the Opinion Men had of 
thy Sincerity. 

2195 Thou wilt never attain to Quiet in this - 
Life, till thou haft conquer’d the. Love of the- 
World, and the Fear of Death, 

2196 Since nothing here below is certain,.- 
thou fhouldeft feldom purchafe any thing with. 
great Hazard, and never with Guilt. 

2497 If thou endeavoureft to have that re- 
ceived for a Certainty, which thou dof not. 
know to be fo, thou offendeft againft Truth. 

2198 Aim at the. pleafing of a few, and be* 
eontent to let the reft‘run away with Turks and° 
Infidels, who make the greater-Number of: Mane.- 
kind. | | 

2199 Follow the Judgment of the. Wife, and ° 
the Cuftoms of the Vulgar. Keep thy Thoughts - 
to thy felf. Allow the People thy common: Ac+ 
tions and Outfides, , 

2200 Always ufe. thy felf to be diffident of - 
the firft Opinion thou takeft up of a Man, and 
never fix thy Judgment without due Delibera- 
tion, | 

zz01 ‘Thou may’ft account this one of the 
great Advantages of Society, that not only the 
Afliftance, but even the Misfortunes of others 
may be of Ufe to thee, 

2202 Does 
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2202 Does thy Brother err? And why may’it 
thou not as juftly quarrel with the Diftempers 
of his Body, as the Imperfections of his Mind. 

2203 In Queftions of Importance, if thou 
canft not fay enough, endeavour handfomely to 
get off, and fay nothing at all: ’Tis better not 
to attempt than fail. 

2204 The World cannot but conclude, that 
either thou art wife, or wilt foon be fo, if thou 
keepeft Company with thofe that are efteemed 
fuch. 

2206. Talk not in mix’d Company of Things 
thou haft in Difference with others: Perhaps 
fome that are there, may not be of thy Side, 
when they hear it. 

2206 If thou art a true Friend thou wilt per- 
form without much promifing: before, and with- 
out boafting afterwards. 

2207 How extravagant foever a common 
Mode may be, thou wouldeft yet be more ex- 
travagant, if thou refufeft, in fome Sort, to 
_ comply. with it. 

2208 In ferious Subjects avoid a florid Stile; 
it’ tousheth only the Fancy, and maketh no 
Impreffion upon the Judgment. 

2209 It would be better for thee to overcome 
thy own Defires and Inclinations, than all thy o« 
ther Enemies. I wifh thou wert: fecure: of thyfelf. 

2210 It would be an execrable Thing if thou | 
fhouldeft wilfully deprive thy felf and me alfo of 
Immortality, which thou doeft, if thou feekeft 
not to have Wife and Children. 

2211 Be not eafily Exceptious, nor: rudely 
Familiar; the one will breed Contention, the o- 
ther Contempt. 

2212 Ne 
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221z Never accufe any to a great Man, un- 
lefg thou art fure he will credit thee; for other- 
wife he will ruin thee, if fit Occafion happens. 

2213 Thy Love to God muft not be a Flafh 
or Fit, but a fteddy and well fettled Affection ; 
an Affection that has the Warmth of Paflion, 
and the Firmnefs of Habit. 

2214. When thou art in the Company of La- 
dies behave civilly, and fhew good Breeding. 
‘They will eafily pardon a Man’s Want of Senfe, 
but rarely his Want of Manners. 

2215 If thou borroweft but upon juft Necef- 
fity, and never faileft to pay upon Promife,; thou 
wilt never want a kind Friend to lend thee when 
thou art at a Pinch. 

2216 Dare not to be guilty of ill Things; 
tho’ thou wert fure to be fecret and unpunith- 
ed. Confcience will fit upon it, and that is 
Witnefs, Jury, Judge, and Executioner. 

2217 If thou art without Paflion, thou art 
lefs than a Beaft? If thou art without Reafon, 
thou art below a Man? ’Tis not a Folly to 
have Paflion, but to want Reafon. 

2218 Be not lightly deceived: Excefs of good 
Words, and Refpect leave room to fufpect they 
are {hewed to cover fomething which is to gain 
Admittance under a Difguife. | 

2219 Conquer thyfelf.. ‘Till thou hait done 
that thou art a Slave: for it is almoit as well. for 
thee to-be inSubjection to another’s Appetite, as 
thy own. . 

2220 In. the Height of Profperity thou 
fhouldeft-chiefly confult thy Friends, and allow 
them. more Authority over: thee: than at other 
times.. | 

2221. Be« 
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2221 Beftow not Benefits without Diftinc- 


tion and Difcretion; yet without Difficulty or - 


Delay: And make every Kindnefs double, by. 


timely and freely beftowing of it. 
2222 Let not Modefty take.away thy Cou- 


rage in a good Caufe: but let not: thy Courage.. 


incline to Impudence<in a profperous one. | 


2223 In all thy Actions know God fees thee; | 
and in all his Actions labour to fee him: That. 
will make thee: fear.him; This will make thee 


love .him.. 


2224 If thou wilt breed:up-a Boy to-be good: 
fer any thing when he .comes to be a Man,.. 


thou muft not fpare him when young. 


2225 Be not hafty to.marry; it’s. better to 


a! 


have:one Plough: going than two Cradles: and: 


more Profit to have a Barn filled, than.a Bed. 


2226 In Company let nothing be boyifh, dif - 
ddinful, or affected. Nothing. more engages : 
the. Affeétions of’Men, than:a handfome Ad- . 


drefs and graceful Converfation. 


222% If thou art innocent; thou fhouldeft no . 
more afflict thyfelf when thou art faid to be. 
guilty, than-if it fhould be. faid thou art -fick . 


when:thou art well. 
2228 Since thou muft die certainly, .it con- 
cerns thee to take all Care, that thou may’ft die 


happily; and that wholly. depends upon: thy - 


_ living welt.’ 


2229 When thou art under a Temptation +to - 


commit Sin; confider before-hand what Strength 


thou haft to bear the Fire of Heil, and the Rage | 


of Devils. 


2230 When thou faileft of thy End, or de-.. 


fired Succefs in any Undertaking, be not 
troubled ; 
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troubled; but confider thou waft born to en- 
counter Evil, as well as to enjoy Good, in this 
mortal State. | | 

2231 Tho’ thou wert never fo good by thy 
Nature; yet the beft Natures that are have need 
of fome Method to guide them, and Diretions 
do never any hurt to Virtue. 

2232 So long as thou art ignorant, be not 
afhamed to leam. Ignorance is the greateft of 

all Infirmities; and when juftified, the chiefeft 
of all Follies. | , 
_ .2233 Reckon upon Benefits well placed, as a 
‘Treafure that is laid up; and account thyfelf the 
richer for that which thou giveft a worthy Per- 
fon. | 

2234 See that thou love by Degrees; left by 
beftowing all thy Love in Woing, thou leaveft. 
none when thou comeft. to Marrying. 

2235 Make an inviolable League with thy 
Eyes, never to fix on that Object with Defire, 
which thou may’ft not lawfully enjoy. : 

2236 Whatever Difappointments thou meet 
eft with, they fhould only make thee underftand 
Fortune the better; and not repine at her the 
more. | WP 4 

2237 If ever thou comeft to retire from the 
World; thy firft Work will be to eradicate all © 
Lufts, and the fecond to get the Art of Think- 
ing. _ 

2238 Run not thyfelf into a large Acquaint- 
ance, and. various Familiarities; for thereby 
thou wilt fet open thy Gates to Invaders, that 
will plunder thee of thy precious Time. 

2239 There is no fooling with Life by Ex- . 

~ pectations, and Attempts, when it is ae of 
| orty. 
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forty. ‘The feeking of a F ortune then, is but 4 
defperate After-game. - 

224.0\Be not fufpicious, cenforious, or fret- 
ful; for without much Candour, Simplicity, and 
making the beft of «every thing, there is no 
living in Society with Mankind. 

2241 Let thy Gift be fomething that is laft- 
ing and durable; for it will ferve as a Monitor to 
mind the Receiver of the Obligation, which the 
Prefenter cannot fo handfomely do otherwife. 

2242 It was the Advice of I know not what 
Sage, that every married Man fhould think there 
was but one good Woman in the World; and 
that his own Wife was fhe: and fo he would be 
fure to live contented. 

2243 If thou perfevereft in Wickednefs, and 
makeft Ufe of the Name of Mercy, only for a 
Countenance to thy Impieties; thou doft but 
mock the Almighty, and haft :no Title to. his 
Mercy, 

2244 Care not fo much to. farnith thy felf 
out with Opinions, that are uncommon and 
learned ;° as with fuch as may make thee ealy, 
and be convenient for Life. 

2245 ‘Thy Paflions ought to be thy Servants, 
not thy Mafters; and fhould give thee fome A» 
gitation, for Entertainment or Exercife; but 
fhould never throw Reafon out of its Seat. 

2246 Be not Heraclitus, but Democritus; weep 
not, but laugh at the World. And where Pru- 
dence cannot avail thee, let thy Contempt and 
Scorn meet its Malice. 

2247 Be careful to avoid thofe Things in thy- 
felf, which do commonly difpleafe thee in others. 
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As thy Eye obferveth others ; fo art thou alfo no- 
ted again by others. 

2248 What Matter is it, how much, and 
what thou fuffereft, if fo be thou may’ft at length 
attain Salvation? Heaven can’t be a dear Pur- 
ane coft what it will. 

9 Whatfoever thou giveft to God befides 
thyfelf is of little Account in his Sight: for he 
feeks not any Gift of thine, but thy‘felf. | 

2250 When thou art in the Company of thy 

- Betters for Senfe and Prudence, it is as much 
more advifeable to hear than to fpeak, as it is 
more profitable to reap than to fow. 
' 2261 It is in Reputation, as it is in Money; 
there muft be Care taken both in the Getting of 
it, and in the Ufe of it: for thou fhalt have 
perpetual Occafion for it. 

2252 Difappointments and Croffes that come 

not by thy own F olly, or. Negligence, are Cor- 
rections of Heaven; and it is thy own Fault if 
they prove not to thy Advantage. 
* 2253 .As it was neceflary, that God fhould 
become like Man on Earth to purchafe Felicity 
for thee; fo muft thou be like God in Heaven, 
before thou comeft to poflefs it. 

2254 In judging of thyfelf: if Confcience 
either can not, or will not inform thee, there is 
a certain Thing called Self-love, that will be 
fure todeceive thee. 

2255 The greateft. Honour thou cant do to 
God or good Men, is to endeavour to be. like 
them; to exprefs their Virtues, and reprefent 
them to the World in thy Life. 

2256 Whatfoever thou giveft to the Poor is 
one ecponeg 3 and put out of the Reach of 

Fortune 
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Fortune, becaufe it is laid up in Heaven; where 
thou may’ft expect the Return and Recompence 
of it. 

2257 So deliberate, that thou may’ft refolve: 
fo refolve, that thou may’ft perform: fo perform, 
that thou may’ft perfevere. patabuity is the: 
Badge of Infirmity. 

2258 If thou fareft well, enjoy it to thyfelf, 
and do not cry Roaft-meat. IF thou fheweft thy 
Treafure to a Thief, thou art the Occafion of 
thy own Pillage. 

2259 When thou telleft another any thing: 
that thou art not well affured of, fuppofe hint 
to be thy Enemy at prefent; or in his Rotation 
of Thought may be fo hereafter. 

2260 If thou giveft the Reins to Senfuality, 
and fhutteft not the Door to Liberty, thou fhalt 
have what to think on by Day, and alfo where-. 
fore to weep by Night. 

2261 Tiere is nothing whereby thou -may’ft 
fooner difcern:a ‘Man to be wife or foolifh, than 
to fee how:lie. behaveth in Adverfity ; and how. 
he reapeth Profit by: Sicknefs. 

2262 Thou may’ft have the Speculation of 
‘Things, and the Method how to effect them; 
yet if thou wanteft Diligence, Courage and Ad- 
drefs for Execution, thou’lt do nothing. 

- 2263 Thou art of a good Spirit, if thou canft 
meet thy Enemy without Hatred; and return 
him Kindnefs, (where it can be) inftead of Re- 
venge. 

2264 Let it frequently come into thy 
Thoughts, that Death lyeth in Wait for thee ;. 
and may catch thee (as it hath many others) any 
where, inaGenIys and unawares. 

2265 Thou 
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22,65 Thou wilt find great Peace and Pleafure 
jn being uninterefted in other Mens Affairs; and 
difengaged from being their Warranty ; and re~ 
fponfible for what they do. 

2266 To reform all others, and fet them 
right, is impoffible; what haft thou then to du, 
but to defpife all little capricious Humours, and 
amend thyfelf. 

2267 If thou defireft the Love of God and 
Man, be humble; for the proud Heart, as it 
loveth none but itfelf ; fo is it beloved. by none 
but by itfelf. 

2268 To make thy Life pleafant and ealy, 
thou muft ufe Variety in pafling it: and fome- 
times feek out Company, when thou haft been 
long without it, and art tired. 

2269 ‘Thy Grief will augment and. gather 
new Force, if thou be’ft too fenfible of it; but 
on the contrary, if thou beareft it patiently, it 
will diminifh by Degrees. 

. 2270 Enterprize no Defign, the failing where- 
in may bring thee more Difgrace and Lofs, than 
the Succefs can gain thee Honour and Profit : for 
it’s plainly an unequal Lay. 

2271 Every one has his Share of Abilities. 
Thou wilt moftly fucceed,. if thou goeft not be- 
yond. thy own; and doft not fet them at work 
upon other Mens Projects. 

2272 Too much Converfation- and unprofit- 
able Vifits will make thy Life foft, and-effemi- 
nate. Much Bufinefs and fometimes Company, 
will make it pleafant-and ufeful. 

2273 If thou ufeft thyfelf to talk much, thot 
wilt be like unfortified Frontier-Towns, that are 
always expofed to the mee of Enemies. 

. 2274 Con- 


148) 

22974 Contend not with thofe that are much 
below thee. ‘Thou wert better forgive the Debt, 
where thou canft not recover fo much as the 
Charges. 

2275 Be not fo wedded to thy own Opinion 
as to think none can be in the Right but thou. 
Why may not another claim the fame Lberty 
to judge of thine? 

2276 Let thy Prayers for Temporal Things 
be always with a Provifo, if God pleafe: but in 
Petitions for Spiritual Things thou may’ft be 
peremptory. 

, 2277 Learn Wifdom by others Folly; and 
beware of the Rock they fplit upon. This is 
the Advantage of him who comes after, that he 
fees with more Eyes than his own. 

* 2278 If thou defireft to attain the Art of Con- 
verfing, learn to do it without Art. For Con- 
verfation, if it be among Friends, ought to be 
as eafy as one’s Cloaths. 

2279 Study fuch Things as are of Ufe rather 
than of Oftentation. And rather with the Bee 
endeavour to gather Honey, than like the filly 
Butter-fly to paint thy Wings. 

. 2280 Efteem not a Man wholly upon the Ac- 

count of his Family: He is the beft Gentleman 

that is the Son of his own Deferts; and not the 

degenerated Heir of another’s Virtue. 

-- 2281 Thou may’ft always efcape with Pa- 
tience at one of thefe Outlets; either by not 

_ hearing Slanders; or by not believing them: or 

not by regarding the Thing; or by forgiving 

the Perfon. 

- 2282. Thou art not Mafter of what thou haft 


ae but may’it difpofe of what thou haft 
hot 
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not fpoxen as thou wilt; and canft fay it, or not 
fav it, as thou pleafelt. 

2283 Avoid Id!enefs: God would never have 
delivered a Soul into a Body whick has Arms 
and Legs, but becaufe it was intended the Mind 
ihould employ them. 

2284 If thou hatt a futicient Competency to 
ive upon in thy Station; and thou be’ft not 
content with it, and thankful for it; thou nei- 
ther knoweft God, nor honoureft him. 

228s Point not too much upon Time to 
come, it’s poffible thou may’tt live to old Age, 
—becaufe fome few do fo; but it’s more likely, 
thou fhait net, becaufe there are more that die 
youn. 

2286 If thou trufteft in eny confiderable Mat- 
ter the Man that hath once voluntarily deceived 
thee; thou lofeft the Right of being well dealt 
with by any body after. 

2287 Make prudent Hafte; it’s better to go 
leifurely, and reft now and then, than to run 
full drive, and lofe thy Breath and Strength, and 
fy & uil in thy Journey. 

258 If thou only refolveft to amend here- 
dicey, thou certainly refolveft not to amend now ; 
ena therefore thou art in no State of Repen- 
tance, nor in the Way of Mercy. 

22%9 Profecute with the greateft Faith and 
Conftancy not what pleafeth thee from an ani- 
mal or carnal Senfe, b what thy Confcience - 
judges to be fimply the bett. 

2299 If thou wouldeft enter upon Age with 
Advantage, thou muft take Care to be regular, 
and fignificant in thy Youth. This is the Way 
to make both Mind and Body eaty. : 
z2gi Marry 
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2z91 Marry not upon the mere Account of 
Beauty and amorous Defires: it’s a moft com- 
mon Thing in that Cafe for Conjugal Inteili- 
gence to fail in a little Time. 

292 Exercile thyfelf in Expectation of E- 
gis: fe while the Mind pleafeth itfelf in Think- 
ing, | am not thus yet, it prepareth itfelf againft 
it may be fo. — 

2293 Let the Fall of others excite in thee 
Pity towards them, Caution to thyfelf, and 
Thankfulnefs to God, if he hath hitherto pre- 
ferved thee from the like. : 

2294 It’s better in thee to keep the Poor from 
Starving, than to feaft Knaves. Forty Shillings 
among the Indigent will do more good, than 
double the Sum fpent in treating the Rich. 

2295 With fober Patience, and. wife Con- 
defcenfion, thou fhalt many times effect that, 
which Rafhnefs and Choler would certainly ruin 
and undo. 

2296 He that faved thy Life, hath, ina fort 
made a Purchaie of it: and tho’ he doth for- 
bear to call for it, yet it feemeth, that upon the 
like thou owett it him. 

2297 Wecommit every Day, without Think- 
ing, a thoufand little Faults againft others: be 
thou therefore willing to give the Charity and 
Goodnefs, which thou canft not but defire. 

2298 It’s beft to obferve a Mean, and marry 
one neither too rich, nor too poor; for the Poor 
bringeth into her Hufband’ s Houfe Neceflity,, 
and the Rich Servility. | 
2299 Let thy Library lie in thy Head, and in 
thy Heart, Thou haft no more Learning 
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what thou carrieft about thee. That which lies- 
only-in thy Books, is thy Author’s, not thine. 

2300 Seek thy Confolation in thy own Heart, 
as wife Men do; and when thou haft done all 
that lies in thee to deferve a good Reputation, 
defpife an ill one. | 

2301 Entertain Detractions with tingling 
Ears, flow Belief and Blufhes for the Defamer, 
as well as the Defamed ; a dejeéted Countenance, 
excuhing Tongues, or diftafting Silence. | 

2302 Be content with a Competency ; a great 
Fortune is not neceflary to the Attainment of 
Faith, Hope, and Charity: and if thou beeft 
endowed with thefe, thou canft not be mife 
rable. 

2303 What Friends foever thou haft; yet 
don’t neglect thyfelf: for tho’ thou fthouldeft 
have a thoufand, none of all them loves thee 
more, than thou oughteft to love thyfelf. 

2304 Truft not any for the Vehemence of 
his Affeverations: .'Truth and Honefty have no 
Occafion for loud Proteftations, Oaths, and. 
Curfes;. but love to be plain and open-hearted. 

2305 If it were enough, to repent the laft 
Day of thy Life; yet how canft thou be fure 
fodo that; unlefs thou doef€ it this very-Day?, 
fince this Day may be (for ought thou knoweft) 
thy laft. ef oe 

2306 ‘Thou wilt never be well ferved, unlefs 
thou carrieft an Efteem with thy Servants. They 
fhould’ be readier to believe their Majter’s Com- 
mands and Orders are wife, than difpute it a~ 
mong themfelves, 

(.2307 Tho’ Friendfhip is the chiefeft Comfort 
of Lifes’ yet I would not have thee multiply 
| D Friendthips. 
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Prenat: “Why fhouldeft thou give many 
Keys to’ that Cabinet: where ‘thy. chiefeft "Trea- 
fure lies?. - : 

2508. Tf Envy; which never dies, alid feldom 
fleeps, is content fometimes to be in a flumber, 
it will be very unfkilful in thee to make a Noife, 
by witty ‘Faunts and Jeers. to awaken it. : 

2309 The wife Forefight of a Danger, or ant 
Evil, may be a Fhing of no fmalt Advantage to 
thee; for as much as it may either fhew thee 
How to prevent it, or teach thee how to bear it. 

2310 Be not over cautious; nothing doth 
more precipitate a Man into Danger, than too: 
eager-a Defire of keeping far from ‘it. Too much 
Prudence often concenters with Impudence it- 
PIR et 

- 2314 ‘Thow feeleft Pleafirre and Pain from 
the fame Objects which thus affe&t other Men. 
But I would have thee feel them with Indiffe- 
rence; not fuffering thy Underftanding and 
is lla to participate with thy Paffion and 

nie, 

-23%2 There is a Religious Dexterity, by 
which chou may’it in the midft of worldly Buf 
nefs; make to thyfelf Paths of Innocence, and 
walk free from the’Contagion of the World. | 

| 2313 What art thou the worfe if-a vain talka- 
tive Fellow think thee too referved? .or if he 
whofe foollfh Levity is his Difeafe call thée dull, 
Becaufe thou. vapoureft not alf thy Spirit - inta 
Froth? 

2314. If thow in every thing: feareft, * thou 
fhalt not do well;. thou wilt ‘at. length do alf 
things ill: If thou too much apprehendeit. a Boe 
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fible Shame, thou’lt forget that which fhould de- 
fend thee againft it, i. 
2315 Be content if thou haft many above - 
thee. “Turn thy Eye upon thofe that are under 
thee. If thou haft no Inferiors, have Patience 
awhile, and thou fhalt have-no Superiors. 
2346 Let thy fpare Time be fpent in Read- 
ing, in Meditating, or Difcourfing. By the firft 
thou converfeft with the Dead: by the fecond 
with Thytlf; by the laft with the Living. 
2317 There is much to be got by Humility: 
He that.looked downward faw the Stars in the 
- Water ; but he that looked upward could not fee 
the Waters in the Stars. | - 
2318 Be not too hafty in Bufinefs, but think 
again; for fecond Thoughts are bett, Noah's 
Dove brought the Branch of Olive home at her 
fecond Joumey. sar 
2419, If thou lookeft abroad, and bringeft in- 
to one Day’s Thoughts the Evil of many Days, 
_ certain. and uncertain; what will be, and what 
will never be; thy Load will look intolerable; as__- 
it isunreafonable, — | oe 
4320 ‘Trafk not an Enemy, becaufe thou hart 
done him good Offices; for Men are naturally 
More prone to revenge Injuries, than requite 
Kindneffes. 
- 2321 We call it good Humour to ufe aH 
manner of Freedom in our Conyerfations: But 
have thou a Care; for it’s very often feen, that 
People interpret that ill, which was meant well. 
2322 Truft not to a bodily Devotion; and 
think not to compenfate with it for a good Life; 
if thou doft fo, thou art like the fick Man, that 
- oe — Dz. : eats 
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eats up his Phyfician’s Bill, inftead of taking the 
| Medicines it contains. 
- 2323 The Morning is not fo fit a Time to 
beg a Favour, as the Afternoon: becaufe the 
good Temper. of our Souls depends wholly on 
that of our Bodies; we are not fo well difpofed © 
before Meat as after. 
2324 That which thou art afhamed to do in 
the Sight of Men for the Turpitude of it; thou 
fhouldeft be much more afhamed to do in the 
Sight of the Angels, and even of oe himéelf, 
- ~gvhen thou art alone. | 
2325 Squander not away thy Life in Paft- 
imes: There’s but little need to drive away 
‘Time, which is ever flying away fo {wiftly of 
itfelf; and when once gone is gone for ever. 
2326 If thou wouldeft fecure thyfelf from — 
the higheft Degree, thou muft watch againft the . 
loweft; as he that would. prevent an Inundation, 
- - muft have an Eye to the fmallett Breach in his 
Banks. 

2327 If thou finkeft under every crofs Acci- 
dent; and ftill whineft, and complaineft, crying 
out upon every Touch of Fortune; thou art a 
mean, degenerous Soul, below the Dignity of 
our reafonable Nature. . 

2328 Thofe that thou finde impatient of in- 
mocent Mirth, or profitable Difcourfe, thou 
may’ ft affure thyfelf, are dangerous Company ; 
and can never benefit thee. 

2329 If thou delivereft up thyfelf to thy Pa- 
date, and thy Lufts, thou wilt be the moft mife- 
rable of Mortals. ‘Thy Pleafure will be fhort, 
and prefently will turn to Naufeoufnefs ; and the 
End of it will be aie and Repentance. 

~ 2330 Live 
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2330 Live not to thyfelf alone; but have it: 
in Mind, that we are all Members of one Body: 
and it is as natural to help one another, as for 
‘the Hands to help the Feet; and. the Byes the 
~ Hands. 

2331 Believe not any thing of either Scandal, 
or Misfortune till thou art very certain of it. 
For many probable Things prove falfe: and a 
fhort Time may make Evidence of the un- 
doubted Truth. : 

' 2332 The good Offices thou doft: fora Man 
in Want, fhould be known only. to thofe that 
have the Benefit of them: Many a modeft Man 
ftands in need of Help, that has not the Face to 
confefs it. , | | oe 

-2333 ‘There are aWorld of Phings neceflary 
to Be ftudied and learned: and therefore thou 
fhouldeft difcharge thy: Mind’of fueh Things as 
are unneceflary, to make Way for greater Mat- 
ters, | = Sig 

2334 If thou arta good Man, and deferveft 

well, and yet-art ill fpoken of, thou oughteft to. 
goon in thy: virtuous-Courfes, and not be trou- 
bled, and ftopped any more than the bright 
Moon is at the barking of Currs, 
— 2335 In difcourfing fomething is tobe indul- | 
ged'to commonCivility ; more to Intinracies and 
Endearments and*Friendfhip ; and a Competen+ 
cy to thefe recreative Difcourfes, which main- 
tain the Cheerfulnefs of Society. 

2336 If thou art wife, thou wilt contraét thé 
Subjeéts, both of thy Joys, and thy Fears: and 
it will be Time and Pains well fpent fo to-aBate. 
the one, that thou may’ft likewife diminifh the 


ather, : ae tapes 
rn D. 3. . 2337 What 


{541 
- 2337 What Extremeties have fome Men en- 
dured for the Ambition and Intereft of other 
People? and fhalt not thou venture the crofling 


of an intemperate Luft, for the Conqueft of thy- 


lelf. 

. 2338 Thy Life ought not to be taken up in 

empty Impertinencies, and phantattical Idea’s ; 

but in ufeful Practice. Wifdom is the Refult of 

Experience, and Experience of repented Acts. 
2339 Turn thy Eyes into thyfelf; and be 


ware trou judge not others. In judging of | 


others, thou'lt often err, and do thyfelf no good; 


fn difcufling thyfelf, thou’lt find out. what thou 


oughteft to mend... 

2340 When thou receuent Injuries, if thoy 
art a good Man, thow’lt be more concern’d for 
the Malice of thy .Adverfary, than for thy ows 
Wrongs: end wilt be sgeaid moved to Compl 
fion ‘than Anger. - 

2341 In the Hour of Mirth‘ fake heed; for 
when. thou art in the Height of Folin thon. art 


Sees. 
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apt ‘to be heediafs, and fhew' thy .Feilings;. tike | 


the Mopn which difcovers her Bpots mit whee 
fhe is brighteft.. 


2342 Books and Study teach only: Genera, | 


Experience informs us-in Particulars, and giveth 
uis the beft and only ufeful Knowledge, and -{9. 
it’s Multitude of Years only that can: make. thee 


experimentally and truly wife. 

2343 It will much tend to thy. Peace fo be 
&ient of others, and not to believe promifcuoufly 
all that is faid, nor eafily to report what thou 


- baft heard, nor to lay thy felf open to many. 


‘234 Becanfe thou art afraid to be defpifed, 
oo thou wilt not be reprehended for. sd 
| < - Faults, 
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~ ‘Faults, but feekeft the Shades of Excifes: But 
‘this is concealing of Ulcers, for fear of bemg — 
eared, Sue a 


. 3345. Weds of Seandat are but Words, they 
‘fly thro’ the Air, but hurt thee not, unlefs thon 
seceiveft them. ky fhort,- if thou beef guilty, 
be willing to amend, if thou beeft innocent, re- 
dolve to fuffer. ig | i 
2346 In all thy Affairs ftrengthen thy felf 
with a cheerful Spirit, and good Hopes. The 
fearing, to become miferdble makes Men often- 
4imes become that which they fear, and fo turrrs 
their imaginary falfe Fear into Miferies cer- — 
thin. san Cae : 
~ 2347 When the laft Hour fhall come thou 
_awilt have a fat ,different Notion, and Opinion 
ef Things, and of thy whole Life that is paft, 
and be exceeding forry (but all m vain) that 
- thou haft been fo remifs and carelefe. 
{2348 Be not. fo proudly conceited, and, in. 
Jove with thy felf, as to believe noshing is good 
_ erbad, jut or unjuft, neceflary or needlefs, but 
nly thofe Things that are for br -againit thy 
patticular Opinion, Intereft, or Pleafure.  *. 
392349) Solgréat a-Part of the Comfort of Life 
depends upon ja Manis :good: Conréfpondende 
with thofe that:are neat about. him,. that € think — 
thou. canft not ‘ove .thy. felf unlefs:thou lovett — 
thy Nighbour alfo. i 
2350 When- there is no Recreation of Bufi- 
nets. fot thee abroad, then may ‘thou thave'a - 
Company of troneft old Fellows, in. leatltefn 
Jackets-ih thy Study, which may find thee ex- 
cellent Divertifement at home....°* 1 - ? 
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“2351 FE would have thee have Underftanding, 
but not a Flux at the Mouth. Too niuch Rea- 
foning looks like jangling. If thou hadft a fo- 
‘id Judgment, thou wilt-yeafon no more than 


what is fit, . : 


2352 Truft not prefumptuoufly to thy Re- 
pentance and Refolution of Amendment; Na- 
ture will fometimes lie buried a great while, and 
yet revive upon Occafion of a Temptation... 

2353 When thou doeft a Kindnefs, do it 


‘frankly before it be afked, for it will be received 


with a greater Senfe of Obligatian, becaufe thou 
thereby difburtheneft thy Friend of that Bafh- 
fulnefs and Fear of Repulfe, which commonly 
attends afking, = 7 
2354 If thou fhunneft thy own Company, it 
looks as tho’ thou thinkeft all others better than 


_ thy felf, otherwife thou wouldeft not forfake-thy 


felf thus, to be with them. | 
2355 Railery muft be fine-and delicate, and 


_ fuchras rather ferves to heighten and warm Con- 
-yerfation, when it begins to flag and cool, -than 
to affront and offend the Perfons which compofe 


the Aflembly. a . . 
2356 If thou engroffeft the Talk, thou en- 


-forceft Silence. upon the reft of the Company, _ 


arid fo art prefumed to look on them only as thy 
Auditors and Pupils, whilft thou magifterially 
dictateft to them. — Peo 
2357 *Tis better for thee to be Umpire or 
Arbitrator between Strangers than thy Friends; 
for of the Strangers thou may’ft make one thy 
Friend, but among thy Friends: thou fhalt make 


one thy Enemy. | 


2358 ] 
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2358 I tell thee, itis.a very difficult and pain- 
ful Thing to be continually watching the Senfes, 
that ‘Temptation do not break in: And the ~ 
Heart, that.its Corruptions break not out. 

2359 It is not fo difficult as thou may’ft think 
to. acquire Virtue:. Thou wilt go.a great Way 
towards it, if thou fupporteft bad Fortune with~ 
out Repining, and enjoyeft Profperity without 
Arrogance. , 

2360 Tho’ Reafon is not to be. relied ‘uporr 
as a Guide univerfally fufficient to direét thee 
always what to do, yet it is generally to be 
trufted to, and obeyed when. it tells thee what 
thou art not to do. 

_ 23648. The higher thy Employment or Statiorr 
is, be affured the more obnoxious art thou to 
Perils from without, from them that watch for 
thy Halting, and from within, .from .thy deceit- 
ful. Hearé.. 

2362 Thou. ftandet in-need: of Grace more: 
than thy:daily Bread ; becaufe the Confequence 
of the Want of the former'is of more Danger: 
than the latter, by fo much as the Soul is more. 
valuable than the Body. | 
_ 2363 Yo conquer Vices and greater: Sie 
thou mutt ftifle:them in the Birthy fupprefs the: 
firft. Motion of them, .and meet the ’fempta-" 
tion with an A&t of Virtue contrary toi. 

2364 If thou.too much defireft to be thought 
a-wife.Man, it will hinder thee from. being fos: . 
for thou wilt be-more folicitous to let the World 
fee what Knowledge thou hatt, oe td learn: 
what thou wantett. 
By fia A’ great Reputation ‘is’ a great: Charge, 


ey uae for. a Man to.acquit himfelé. well. af.: 
D 5. Pu | 
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T'it tell thee my very Thought. An abfcure Life 
is more natural the more eafy. . 

_ 2366° Thy Mind will never be raifed to. its 
true Piteh and’ Height, till thou haft, in fome. 
Meafure, conquered the Fondnefs of Life, and 
- flavifh Fear of Death, and made them fubjec 
to Reafon. . 

_. 2967 Tf thou revileft the. Good, thon art un=: 
juft, becaufe’ they deferve it not. If.thou remi-. 
- deft the Bad, thou art unwife, for its likely they 
may.be too hard for thee at that Weapon. - 
2368 Be but true to thyfelf, and obey the 
Didtates. of thy own Mind, and give leave to 
‘thy own Confcience to counfel thee, and tell 
thee what thou oughteft to do, and fotbear ; and 
then thou fhalt be a Law to thyfelf. 

« 2369 When thou haft done a Thing that 
hath gained thee Honour, think what. Advan- 
tage thou canft make of it ; wthout doing thus, 
thou lofeft all that thou haft gotten. 

_ + 2370 Tfthou wouldeft avoid being drawn -in-: 
to Promifes, avoid the molliffima tempora. fandi.- 
Set 2 firict Watch over thyfelf when thy Spirits: 
~ are moft up, and thou art merry. : 
2371. Oftentimes when the Body complains. 
of ‘Trouble, it isnot fo much the Greatnefs of. 
that ‘Trouble, as. the Littlenefs of thy Spirit, 
that occafions. the Complaint. 

2372 Whatever Sin, tho’ never fo. little an 
one, if thou alloweft thyfelf to live in it, and. 
excufeft and pleadeft for it, be it known to 
thee, that it is not a mere Infirmity, but a Wile 
ful Tranfgreffion. 

. 2373 Know that if any Trouble happen to 
tise, it is what. thew i deferyed, and a 

3B . ore 
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Forebrought upon thyfelf. But if any Comfort 
come tp" thee, it ay a. Gift of Goa. and thow 
~-didft not merit it.” bd a 

- 2374 Itis not enough for thee that a Thing 
be right, if it be not fit to be dones-nor is i 
_ advifable for thee to do what is juft, if not pru- 
dent. If thou lofeft by getting, thou hadft bet- 


' er lofe than get. 


_ 2375, Becaufe thou feeft a Man in an Error 
in thofe Things whereof thou canft judge, thou 
art not therefore to believe he muft be equally 
miftaken in thofe Things where thou canft not 
judge. ; ; 
2376 Complain not of the Lofs of Adam's | 
Knowledge, but of his Innocency; we know 
enough to fave us; and what,is more than that, 
js, in fome Sort, fuperfluous. - 
. 2377 It’s generally thought none of the beft 
Parts of Breeding to talk much of ones felf 5 
for tho’ it be done fo as not to argue Pride, yet 
it doth Ignorance of more worthy Subjects. _ 
2378 Thou art very unthrifty of thy Repu- 
tation, if thou entereft upon an Ation, the 
failing of which may be likely to difgrace thee 
more, than the fucceeding of it can credit 
thee. Wk, “ah - of ee 8 ; wae 
_ 2379 If thou confeffeft thy Sin, thou begin- 
neft thy Journey towatds Heaven: If thou art 
forry for it, thou mendeft thy Pace : IF thou 
forfakeft it thou art at thy Journey’s End. | 
2380 To deferve jut, what thou obtainett is 
tiere. mechanic working for Hire. But if thou 
goeht on, and defervett after a Thing beftowed, 


then thou art truly thankful. 
aan D 6 238: Be 
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2381 Be not like the Hypocrite | in thy Cha- 
rity: He dares not truft God with a Penny, 
except before a whole Congregation of Witnef- 
fes, left perhaps God fhould: deny , the Re- 
ceipt. 

2382 If ever thou comeft to have a Son, let 
thy great Care be to make him father virtuous 
than learned. ‘The common Education 1 is very 
Faulty in this Thing, 

2383 With not the Alteration of Things to 
thy Defires, but model thy Defires. This is in 
thy Power to effect, the other beyond thy. Abi- 
lity to obtain. 

2384 ‘Thou oughteft not either to chide or 
- play with t ee in the Prefence of others; 

for the one fheweth her Imperfections, the other 
thy Folly. | 
2385 If thou. cantt entertain thyfelf alone 
without being melanclicly, whimfical, dull, or 
weary, thou art a fit Companion to thy felf, ‘and | 
- wanteft no Company. 

2386 Ufe thyfelf to other Peoples Follies; 
and take not Offence at every Impertinence that 
happens in Company: This will go.a great Be 
towards the: keeping. of thy | fel fedate an 
&a 

24 87 If thou art a. right honeft Man, thou. 
wilt take more. Pleafure in knowing thyfelf ho- 
~neft, than in knowing all the World approves | 
thee fo. Virtue-is built,upon herfelf.. 

2388, If thou Heareft any commend his Ma- 
fter, thou may’ft for the moft Part .conclude, 
that either he is a good Servant,~or his Mafter 
is a facile Fool, that lets his Servant be his Ma- 
Ker... 
| 2389 To. 
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~ 2389 To arrive to the Perfeétion of Virtue 


and Reputation, it’s not enough to be well-born, 
and have good Parts, but alfo to be well brought 
up, and have thefe Parts cultivated. 
“2390 Think no Coft too much in the Pure 
chafing good Books; this is next to the acqui- 
ring of good Friends. But remember, they are 
better Ornaments in thy Head than in thy Li- 
bra 

ee If thro” Bafhfulnefs thou beeft fo eafy. 
and facileas to grant whatever is defired-of thee, 
thou wilt afterward prove fo.frail:as to break 


— thy Word and recant, which will bring thee to 


a.greater Shame. 
2392 Confider what. Opinion the. Company 


- hath of thee, and in what Matters they will wil- 


lingly. hear thee and regard thee. It will be thy 
Wifdom in no wile to meddle with any other 


- Thing, - 


~ 


2393 If thon. art. not £0 happy as. thou defiz = 


reft, it. is well.that thou.art not fo miferable. ag 


thou peel Thou haft received more Good © 


than thot ha done, and done. more Evil than 
thou: haft fuffered.. 
- 2394 If any. laugh at thee for being fober, do 


thou laugh at. them for being drunk. Let.their 
Pleafures crown-them,. and their Mirth abound, | 


but.next Day they will ftick in the Mud. 


~ 2395 When thou art in Affliction, tis nob 
the. beft Way to feek Comfort of thofe that be _ 


merry; but of fuch as are in a worfe Condition 
than, thyfelf. Comparifon perhaps. may . alleviate, 
Sorrow, | . 

- 2396 Boaft not a Family and Gentility,, ig 
is a mere borrowed Thing | from dead Mens Duft 


_ and. 
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and Bones, and none of. thine, except thou haft 
Virtue and Worth of thine own: enough to have 
begun it. 
2397 Keep an Account of thy Income and 


Expence is feldom ‘obferved that he who 
doth fo, and thereby has conftantly under View 
the Courfe of his Domettic Affairs, ever lets 
them runtoruin. 

2398 Nothing fhould atte fo much of ‘the 
Satisfa€tion thou conceivett of thyfelf, as. the ob- 
ferving that thou now difapproveft of the Senti- 
ments thou formetly was fond of. ' 

2399 If thon confiderett of it, thou wilt find, 
that ’tis Vanity, that is the great Author of 
complemental Talk ; and when that’ gives over 
fuggefting, and alternate Admiration and Praifes 
are {pent, there is no great Matter of Difcourfe 
behind, © 

24.00 Endeavour to regulate thy own Paf- 
fions to bear with thofe of others; to be angry 
with thyfelf for the leaft Peccadello, but to frame 
Excufes for the Errors and Offences which thy. 
Neighbour commits. « 

2401 Not to vurfue a Pojnt i is a Fault, either 
of Inability or Levity. If thy Defign be good, 
why fhouldeft thou'not accomplifh it; if it be 

bad; why did thou begin it. Thou art not to 
ftop at the flarting of thy Game, but kill it 
down. 

2402 Carry thy Anger rather with Scorn than 
Fear, fo that thou may’ft feem rather to be a- 
bove the Injury than below it, elfe ‘thy Paffioty 

Ble. render thee ridiculous and contempti- 

Ce | 


~ 


2403 Thy 
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2493 Thy Railery ought not to bite fo hard 
asito engage the Emmity of another,’ inftead of | 
gaining, his kétimation. This would be too 
dear a Purchafe:of fo trifling a Satisfaction. | 
2404 If thou retireft out of the World, and. 
thinkeft thereby .to be at Peace, but yet defirett 
Fame, or the Glory of the World, or any 
Thing elfe that is in it, thou haft ‘only thy 
Ams and thy Legs out of it, thy. Heart and “=, 
Mind are ftill in it. 
-g405 Abommate and difcourage furtilous 
Wit. Whatever is: fuddenly,:and .confidently 
fpoken, and reflects upon another Man, that 
pafles Current for Wit, tho’ it. be not. Senfe if 
examined, but only an odd Expreflion of Malice. 
- 24.06 Tho’ Hope be exceeding deceitful, yet 
it is of this good Ufe to thee, that while thou 
xt travelling “thro’ this Life, it conducts: thee 
an eafier or more pleafant Way to thy Journey’ g 
End. 
_— - 2hOF If thow haft the Addrefs of ufing mo- 
derate Abilities to the beft Advantage, this Dex~ 
terity fhall gain upon the World, and bring . 
thee into greater Reputation than reat Merit. 
2408 There is often nothing more unprofit- 
able than the great Defire of Reputation, there= 
- fore be. content with fweet Privacy: If thou. 
contemneft high Eiteem, thou wilt fave thyfelf 
a World of Trouble. 
2409 If thou haft a Difference with any, 
fhew thyfelf generous, juft, open-hearted, and 


a Detefter of Falfhood; thus thou wilt manifeft | | 


a Bravery of Spirit, and make others inclined to 
take i Zar . 


a oO oO 7 pane Let 
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2410 Let not Bufinefs, and the. Things-of 
this World hinder thee from attending to. the 
Things of God. Confider thou muft find a 
Time to die in, and then thou muft be at Lei-. 
‘fure for that. 

' 2511 Avoid bad Comipariy: as thou wouldeft- 
Men infeéted. with the. Plague: There is many 
a Man: that hath been good, which is not fo 
now, -becaufe he did ‘not keep himfelf in good. 
- Company. 

2412 I would not have thee too much under- 

value Tradefmen, for the meaneft Mechanicks 
contributes to the maintaining the World; and 
without them:a City could not be built nor-in-- 
habited. . 
2413 Thou art not truly virtuous for barely 
doing what is:goad, unlefs thou loveft it. For 
that: which-thou doeft by Conftraint is imputa-. 
ble to the Power which compels thee. . _. 

2414 If thou in Silence fupprefleft a Favour 
received, thou art an unthankful Fellow, that 
deferved it not; but if thou publifheft one that 
thou ‘haft-done,.. thou :turneft it into an: Injurys. 
and buyeft ilk Will with it. 

2415 That is true Learning which . makes 
thee wife,. and. that: is: true: Wifdom’ which: 
makes thee good; that is which renders thee ever: 
obedient to God, ufeful.to others, and moft ea-. 
fy to thy felf. 

2416 Thy Life is wafted and mifpent, if it 
make not Provifion. for Eternity ; ; and it mat- 
ters little whether ‘it be wafted 7 in Pleafure, orins. 
Drudgery after Riches... 7 

2417 Thou art not obliged to give always, 


when thou. hat ere often already. He who 
hath . 
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Waath been a perpetual Receiver, hath not upon 
that Score ever the more Right to afk again. 

2418 Thou beganneft to live the firft Day 
thou cameft into the World, but from that very 
Day alfo thou beganneft to die; and fo thou 
madeft but one Entrance into Life and Death. 

_ 2419 What thou defireft or hopeft for feems 
perfectly good to thee while it is at a Diftance; 
but when thou haft it in thy Hands, it may 
wound thee to the Heart. _ 

2420 Good Offices are the Cement of hu- 
mane Society ; but that they may be agreeable, 
it’s abfolutely neceflary for thee to find out the 
Defires, Delights, and Inclinations of him thou 
wouldeft gratify. > . 

2421 Then art thou abfolutely Matter of thy- 
felf, when, inftead of making ‘Things violently 
comply with thy Humour, thou canft accom- 
modate thy Guft and Inclinations to the Things 
themfelves. ; | one 

2422 Whatever is told thee, and whatever 
thou learneft, .remember. ftill it is a Man that 
gives, and 2 Man that receives: ?Tis a mortal 
. Hand that prefents it to thee, ’tis a mortal Hand 


that receives it, , : | 

- 2423 Let thy Art and thy Induftry be ever 

directed to render thee-good for fomething, and 

thy. Studies to teach thee to do,.and.-not only — 

to talk or write. Make it thy whole Bufinefs, 
‘Trade and Work, to frame thy Life. 

2424 Prepare not thyfelf for eminent Actions 
more out of Glory than Confcience. Thy fhort- 
’ eft Way to arrive at Glory, fhould be to do that 
for Confcience which Men do for Glory. = ~ 


2425 Ie 
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2425 If thou lookeft into thyfelf, thow wilt 
difcover in thyfelf a particular and governing 
Form of thy own, which juftles thy Education, 
and weeftleth with the Tempefts of ations 
that are contrary to thee, 

2426 Thou mutt have thy Soul inftuéted in 
the Means to fuftain, and contend. with Evils, 
and in the Rules of believing and living-well, 
and often rouze it up, and exercife it in this 
noble Study. 

2427 Wher thou writeft, I would have: thee 
fpare the Company of Books, ‘left they fhould 
‘pervert thy Manner of thinking, and interrupt 
thy ‘Method, and fo fhut thee out of thyfelf. _ 
' 2428 In the Management of Paffions, thou 
may’ft with little ado ftop the firft Sally of thy 
Emotions, and leave the Subject that begins 
to be troublefame before it tranfports thee. 
2429 TE thou doft pot think of the. Prefent, 

thou wilt’ be thinking of the Paft or Future; 
And therefore Bufnass, or. Canverfatian,. or 
- Recreation, is hecellary to fx thy Thoughts. on 
the Prefent. 

230 No Poffetfions can be good to ‘thea, 
but by the good Ufe thou makeft of them; — 
without which,- Weakh, Power, Friends,. Ser- 
varits, eke, will bat help fo make shy Life Uns 


happy.. 
2431- ‘Tho’: tis. not o live to be hid in 9 
Study all one’s:Life, yet if thou haft been abr 
in the.Service of thy Generation, thou may’it 
be allowed to retire home towards Night. 
243% Aim at a plain "Table, and a fober 
Life, at regular and cheap Pleafures, and mo- 
derate Labour. Thefe beget, and improve an en- 
sae tire 
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tire Habit of Health, and prolong Life to the” 
utmoft Period of Nature. 
 2433° Nature -has piven thee a large Faculty 
of Entertaining thydelf alone, and often calls. 
thee to it, and teaches thee, that thou oweft 
thyfelt in Past to Society, but chiefly. and mott- 
ly to thyfelf. 
- 2434. 1 adwife thee, that in all thy Opinions 
and Difcourfes, as well as in thy Manners, and 
all other Things, thou keep thyfelf moderate 
“and temperate, and avoid ail Novelties. . 
2436 Examine every Man's. Talent, .a Pea- 
fant, a Bricklayer, a Pallenger; thou may’ ft leam 
fomething from eyery one of thefe in their fe- 
veral Capacities, whereof fome Ufe may be 
wade at one Time or another. 

2436 ° Thy Thoughts are thine own whilt 


. ‘ou keepet thera chained up: put if once thow 


faffereft ‘them ‘te take Air in Words, they ber 
come another Man’s, who may perchance make 
sheet Sets, to aly Rains’. - 

2437 either envy wor admire. the fading 
Honouits of Mortality; for when.a Man is on 
-the highest Pinacke of humane Glory, he ftands. 
‘Uneafy, nor can he celcend from tigate but by 
e Precipice. + 5 
_. 2438 Build ot: too. much upon. ‘Futuriayy 
~ Reafon allows’ none to be confident, but mi 
only who ‘governs the Warkd, who krows a 
things, and ¢en: do all things; and therefore can — 
neither be furprized Doroyer-powerad. 

- 2439 A Bldw beftowed in the ftriking Time 

ts af mate Bfsct chen tea delivered ‘unfeafora- 

bly. There are fome Nicks in Time, what : 
whofo~ 
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whofoever finds, may promife to himfelf Sac- 
cefs. 

2440 Such as are thy Inferiors will follow 
thee but to eat thee out, and when thou leaveft 
to feed them they will hate thee: And fuch 
Men, if thou preferveft thy Eftate, will always 
be had. 

2441 The beft Object of thy Bounty is ei- 

ther Neceffity or Defert: The ‘beft Motive thine 
own Goodnefs, not Pride; and the true Limit 
of it, the Safety of thy own Eftate. . 
2442 Ever obferve this, thofe that wilk fetve 
thee (of ordinary People) without thy Hire, will 
coft thee treble as much as they that know thy 
Wages. 

2443 Never truft a malicious Man upon the 
Account that thou haft done him good Offices. 
‘For thou haft but fed a Dragon, that will: de- 
vour thee if ever thou comeft Within the Reach. 
of his Claws. _ _ 

2444. Appear not in Company- folicitous .ta 

ingrofs all the Refpeét to thyfelf, but be con- 
tent with a reafonable Diftribution; and allow 
it to others, that thou may’ft have it returned to _ 
thee. 
_ 2445 Conceive that another Man’s Intention 
(tho’ covered’ cunningly) is moft part for his 
own Ends, and tends “chiefly to his own Good, 
however he maketh.a Shew to be thine. 

2446 The Word Friend is a common Name, 
and appropriated by moft People; but belréve 
me, thou wilt fcarce ever-find a Man that: gives 
folid' Proof of a true, unfeigned, ane uninterefted 
Friendfhip. 


2447 If 
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2447 If thou wouldeft have a graceful Beha- 
viour, it will be neceflary for thee to have a 
proper Degree of Confidence, and fome good 
Opinion of thyfelf. Bafhfulnefs is Boyith. 

2448 If thou muft love once in thy Life, 
have a moft vigilant Care of falling into thofe 
Exceffes, which will deprive thee of thy Rea- 
fon, and give thee Repentance all the Days of 
thy Life. 

2449 If thou art a virtuous, honeft, and wife 
_ Man, tho’ it fo happen that thy Back be fplit, yet 
thou wilt fave thy Cargo, and have fomething 
left towards thy fetting up again. 

2450 Let what Temptations will offer, yet 
dare not thou to enrich thyfelf by any difhoneft 
Means; for in fo doing thou diftrufteft Provi- 
dénce, and becomeft an Atheift. 

2451 Be content with thy moderate Eftate; 
if thou hadft more, perhaps thou wouldeft fpend 
more in wafte; however thou may’ft be fure, 
thou fhouldeft then have more to anfwer for. 

2452 Lay this up as a Maxim, that if thy 
_ Soul be nat adorned with Modefty, Prudence, © 
and folid Goodnefs, all thy external Accom- 
plithments will be nothing .but mere Pagean- 
try. 

2453 Leium, confideratum, &9 fcriptum eft ; & 
nunc vivam, When once thou haft made and 
fixed thy Rules to live by, fee how thou cantt 
draw thy Life and Actions by them. 

2454 If any one giveth thee exceflive Praifes 
more than can handfomely belong to thee, thou 
art to think of him, that he taketh thee for vain - 
and credulous, and eafy to be deceived, and ef- 
fectually a Fool, 

2455 See- 


” 
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24 5 5 Seeing. no Man on Earth is endued with 
abfolute Perfection, thou oughteft to make hu- 


mane Allowances, and’ not mock at. others Infir- 


mities, left athers likewife laugh at thine. 

2456 If thy Friend be not ready (when a 
preat Occafion calls for it) to fuffer all Things, 
to lofe all, and his very Will too, for thy fake, 
whom he pretends to love, he'deferves not the 
Name of a Friend. 

2457 What thou wouldeft have pafs for the 
Effect of humane Frailty, or Thoughtlefnefs in 
thyfelf,' thou canft with no tolerable Ingenuity, 
give a worfe Name to in another. _ 

~ 2458 Never let thy Tongue fo loofe, as to re- 
fle&t upon another Man’s Religion, Reputation, 


Infinity, or Misfortune: ’tis not only ungene- 
-rous, but inhumane, and even unchritftian. a 


2459 A Man may meddle with thy Matters, 
not as a bufy Body, but.as a Friend; and then if 
he advife thee contrary to thy Inclination, thou | 
art not to be angry, but oughteft to confider. 

2460 If thou neglecteft thy Debts, thou art 

tundone to the World, and muft not expect. to 
eat, or fleep in Peace. Anda poor Man’ s Debt 
maketir a great Noife. 
_ 2461 Let thy, Elogiums in Converfe be always 
within the Circumference of common Senife and 
Reafon; that thofe thou praifeft.may be per* 
fuaded thou really thinkeft what thou fayeft. 

2462 Thou cant fcarcely be truly wife till 
thou haft.been deceived. Thy own Errors will 
teach thee more Prudence, than the grave Pre- 
cepts, and even. Examples of others. | 

-2463 If thou canft but live free from Debt 
and Want, ’tis not abfolutely neceflary. to care 

7 | ei for 
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for more :, for all the reft, truly fpeaking, is but, 
vas and for the molt part Vexation too, © 
"| 464 Efteem not thofe thy. Friends: that ne- 
ver contradict thee; they may carry it fo, ‘not 
- out of -any Affection to. thee, but a Defire of 
gaining, upon thee, in! 
. 2465 ."Thy Duty is to.cure thy Mind rather. 
than feek Delights for it; I tell thee thou haft 
as much Bufinefs within thyfelf, :as a. Phyfician 
—hasin an, Hofpital. . -. - ar 2 
2466 The fooner thou beginneft to.apply thy- 
felf to-it, and the more. Hafte thou makeft, the 
longer wilt thon enjoy. the Comforts of.a recti- 


i 
2 


2467 Give thy. Advice without applauding it, 
nd declare thy Judgment without, pretending 
that others. fhould: fubmit to.thy Reafon. Maine 
tain thy Opinion without Eagemefs, and hear 
other Mens without Impatience. 

24.68. To fee little or no Company: would be 
to deprive thyfelf of Pleafures, that are. innocent 
aid profitables but-to fpend.thy whole Life in 
Vifiting, would be to let all thy Water run by. 
2469, Let net thy Servants into.thy Secrets ; 
for by. fa: doing thou, wilt make them thy Ma~ 
fters ;, and. when. they come to find it out, that 

- thou dareft not difpleafe them, they will dare to 
| Gifpleafe thee, 
 -»24.70-H thou..canft not fatisfy others, fatise. 
fy thyfelf;, whoever accufeth, yet let-thy Con- 
{cience clear thee. And perfevere in a good 
Caufe,, tho’ neither thou nor thy Caufe. pro- 
per, ee ae 


2471 If 
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2471 If thou’ accuftomeft. thyfelf to rally, 
thou wilt lofe the Efteem thou oughteft to have 
for them with whom thou liveft; and thou wilt 
fanfy a falfe Idea of thy own Merit and Perfec- 
tions. 

(2472 Change not thy Opinion of Perfons, as 
they change thejr Affe€tion. Confider what they 
are in themfelves, not what they are to thee. 
Their Kindnefs, or Unkindnefs makes no effen- 
tial Alteration in them. 

2473 In managing of thy Son,. always if fair 
Means will do, never ufe foul. And Jet him fee, 
thou art more willing to praife and reward Good- 
nefs than to reprove and punifh Vice. 

2474 When thou feeleft thy Heart begin to be 
affected with Pride, confider (poor Creature) 
what thou waft in thy Birth, and what thou 
fhalt be at thy: Death ; and. then be proud if thou 
dareft. 

2478 I would not only teach thee how thou 

mayeft hold thy Own, and keep thy Eftate: But 
I would inftruét thee alfo in a much finer thing, 
that is, how thou mayett lofe it, (if Providence 
fo pleafe) and be contented. 

2476 Liberty is of more Value than any Gifts, 
and to receive Gifts, is to lofe it. Be affured, 
that Men moft commonly feek to oblige thee, 
only that they may engage thee to ferve them. _ 

2477 Thy Danger, or Safety, muft flow from. 

a Principle within thee. The Devil and World 
may tempt thee; but they have no Power to 
conftrain thee, if thou fandeft but up: for ‘thy 
felf. 
2478 To faffer Wrong, will breed thee lefs 
Moleftation thah to do it. To be patient will 

create 
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create thee not half fo much Trouble, as Vex- © 
tng, Fretting, and Fuming within thyfelf would 
do | | 


2479 If thou by juft Authority beeft affigned 

to any publick Charge, thou art to embrace it 
cheerfully, not as a Prize either to Ambition, or 
Covetoufnefs, but as an Opportunity to do good 
in thy Generation. 
- 2480 Avoid Singularity. There may often 
be lefs Vanity in following the new Modes, 
- than in adhering to the old ones. It is true, 
_that the Foolifh invent them, but the Wife may 
conform to, inftead of contradicting them. | 

2481 When thou haft done any one a good 
Turn, thou fhouldeft fo forget it as not to fpeak 
of it; if thou boafteft it, or upbraideft it, thou 
haft paid thyfelf, and loft the Noblenefs of the 
Charity. 
| 2482 If thou wilt do precifely no more than 

~ juft what thou needs muft, thou wilt foon be 
brought to omit fomething of thy Duty, and 
wilt be apt to believe lefs to be neceflary than is. 

2483 Not to be provoked at all is beft. But 
if thou art any time moved, never correct till 
_ the Fume of thy Paffion be fpent: for every 
‘Stroke Fury ftrikes is fure to hit ourfelves at 
laft. 

2484. Amongft thy Inferiors, thou fhalt be 
fure of Refpect; therefore it’s good to be a 
little familiar. Amongft thy Peers thou fhalt be 
fure of Familiarity; and therefore it’s good a 
little to keep State. . 

2485 Be free in Company: ’tis an intole- 
rable Incivility, when People deign not to 
fpeak; and feem to teftify, by a flighting Si- 

E Pe lence, 


{ 74] 


lence, that it is not in fuch Company as this, 
when they will utter what they know. 

2486 If thou.art verily perfuaded, that thefe 

Things which we hear and read concerning an- 
other World, be true; thou fhalt have no need 
of having an Affurance of living long in this. 
_ 2487 Be not fierce and unmerciful in thy Fa- 
mily. He that fheweth himfelf cruel to his Ser- 
vants, will be thought by the World, inclined 
to be fo to others alfo, if ever he get Power and 
Opportunity. 

2488 Have a Care of the Man that never 


{peaks his Thought of any, and is plaufible to 


every one. He is not fit to be admitted for a 


faithful Friend, who is ready to.enter Amity 


with all Men alike. 

2489. Thou art not Mafter of what thou hatt 
fpoken, but mayeft difpofe of what thou haft 
not fpoken as thou pleafeft, and canft fay it, or 


not fay it, as thou wilt. 


2490 If thou defireft to be well fpoken of, 
learn to fpeak well of others: and when thou 
haft learned to fpeak well, then learn likewife 
to do well to others; fo fhalt thou be fure to 
get Kindnefs and Credit. 

2491 Thou muft ufe Friends, as Muficians 
do their Strings; who, when they find them in 
Difcord, do not prefently break them, but by 
fkilful Intenfion, and Remiflion, bring them to 
a pleafant Confort. 

2492 Strike the Serpent’s Head with thy Ene- 
my’s Hand, and thou canft not fail of Succefs 
one Way or other. If thy Enemy overcome, the 
Serpent will be killed; and if the Serpent get 
the Advantage, thy Enemy will be fent off. 

24.93 ence 
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2493 Cheat not thyfelf with vain Hopes, and 
faife Imaginations, when thou comeft to die; 
for nothing can be a folid Foundation of Peace 
and Security, but an univerfal Righteoufnefs. 

2494 What Advantage or Pleafure will it be 
to thee, to receive a thoufand Elogies from o- 
thers, if thy own Confcience tells thee, thou de- 
ferveft them not; and therefore they are none of 
thine? -_ a 

2495 There is nothing more dearly kept up 
than Reputation. Reputation is not acquired 
without good, and happy Chances; but for the 
Prefervation of it, thou muft be very expert, 
and not {pare any Trouble or Care. 

2496 Suffer not little Things to have great 
Hold upon thee; if thou doft, thou wilt be as 
much. tranfported with them, as if they defer~ 
ved it. 

2497 In loving of God thou muft not hate 
thy Neighbour. The Obfervation of the fecond 
_ Table of the Decalogue muft be joined with our 
Care to keep the firft. He keepeth no Com- 
mandment truly, that wilfully neglecteth one. 

2498 If thou confenteft to the Tranfgreflion 
of thy Friend, or art fo meanly fpirited, as not 
to divert him from it when probably thou might- 
eft; then thyfelf becomeft guilty of the fame 
‘Fault with him. 7 | 

2499 If thou putteft off Repentance to 2 
Death-bed,’ thou thereby fheweft, that thou 
wouldeft never mind God, or thy Soul at all, if 
it were. not for mere Neceflity, and Fear of 
Damnation. . a 

2500 It would be great Imprudence in thee 
over earneftly to wifh for that which thou hat. 
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‘not within thy Power, or what is yet at a great 
 Diftance from thee ; and at the fame time toneg- 

_leét the Prefent, which is within thy Reach. 
2501 No wonder, that Narci/fus loft himfelf, 
. fince he looked for himfelf out of himfelf. Thou 
art to be found truly no where but in thyfelf. 
_Every where elfe thou meeteft with but only thy 
own Shadow, and thy own Phantom. 

2502 If any fpitefully doth thee an Injury, he 
-fhall himfelf feel it afterwards with Pain, if he 
find thou heareft it fo well as not to let it pain 
thee. If thy Breaft be armed with Patience, the 
Weapon will rebound, and wound his Heart that 
fent it. | _ 

2503 Thou mayeft edify a thoufand times - 
more by thy own perfonal Experience of Things, 
than by all the moft elaborate Difcourfes that 
can be made by others. 

2504 Thou wert better difcredit Vice by 
Scorn, than to give it Reputation by Invectives ; 
and to laugh with Succefs, than be angry with- 
out Profit. I would have thee confider other 
Mens Follies, without partaking of them. | 

-xgos Thou haft need of Courage to maintain 
_ Friendfhip; and indeed of Prudence to perform 

_ the Duties of Life. ’Tis nothing to have a found 
Will, if the Underftanding be defective. 

2506 In Difcourfe ufe not too much Gefture 
_ with thy Hands; thofe that do fo, are obferved 

generally to be defective in their Matter; and 
the Strength of their Talk confifts principally ‘in 
the Motions, and Diftortions. of their Body. 

2507 For a Friend to converfe withal, rather 
chufe one that hath a found Affection, than a 
crafty Brain, One may fail thee by Accident, 

| | : but 
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but the others with Defign. ’T'would be uncivil’ 
in thee, when thou art talking to a Man, to fix 
thy Eyes fo ftedfaftly, and boldly upon him, 
as if thou meanedft to put him out of Counte- 
nance, and to trample upon his Modefty. 

2508 When thou reprehendeft, thou muft be 
neither too fharp, nor too gentle; but tempered 
between both. ‘Thou muft make ufe of the Rod 
and the Staff; the Rod to ftrike, and the Staff te 
fupport with. 

2509 If thou intendeft any Good, defer it 
not, but do it to day; or as foon as thou cantt ;. 
thou knoweft not what Chance may happen 
this Night to prevent it. 

2510 The World challengeth the Right of 
diftributing Efteem and Applaufe : fo that if thou 
affumeft by thy fingle Authority to be thy own. 
Carver, it eroweth angry, and never faileth to 
feek Revenge. 

251s If thou ever fhalt have a Child die, 
comfort thyfelf with this, that Death hath pre- 
vented him from feeing and fuffering thoufands 
of Miferies, which would inevitably have hap- 
pened unto him, if he had lived long. 

- 2512 Thou cantt {carcely be fo ftraitned and. 
opprefled with Bufinefs, and an active Courfe of 
Life, but that thou may’ft referve many vacant: 
_ Times of Leifure (if thou beeft diligent to ob- 
ferve it) whilft thou expecteft the Return and’ 
_ Fides of Affairs. 

1513 If thou wouldeft pry into the Effeéts 
and Circumftances of the Paffions that fway 
thee, thou wouldeft fee them coming, and 
momen a little break their Impetuoiity, and 
E 3 _ Career. 
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Career. They do not always feize upon a 
fudden; there is Threatnings and Degrees. | 

2514 The greateft Excellence of Man is his 
—Reafon; and therefore it would be extreme Fol- 
ly in thee, to pride thyfelf, and boaft of thy 
Strength of Body, wherein the very brute Beafts 
far excell us. 

2515 How much Happinefs mayeft thou at- 
tain to in thy Life-time, by being diligent, care- 
ful, confiderate, active, and conftant? and how 
much Mifetry may’ft thou bring upon thyfelf by 
Sloth, Sottifhnefs, and Indolence? _ 

2516 There is a great deal more Reafon, 
that thou fhouldeft endeavour to redeem thy 
Time from lefler Occafions, than to lavith it in 
Impertinencies: thaefo thy weightier Concerns © 
may have the more Allowance. 

2517 Thou art well, and cheerful here at pre- 
fent, but for all this know, the Time will come, 
when God will ftand thee in ftead, and thou 
fhait have need of the Retreats and Comforts 
of Religion. 

2518 Envy ts bett extinguifhed by dedavine 
thyfelf in thy Ends, rather to feek Merit than 
Fame; and by attributing thy Succefles rather 
fo divine Providence, and F eHCIYs than to thy 
own Virtue, or Policy. 

2519 In Things that are tender, and unplea- 
fing, ’tis good to break the Ice by fome whofe 
Words are of lefs Weight, and to referve the 
moré weighty Voice, to come in as by Chance: 
fo that he may be afked the Queftion upon the 
ee s Speech. 
20 Frequently meditate upon thy latter 
End. The Confideration of Death will teach 
. thee 
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thee what thou art now; it will fhew thee what 
thou fhalt be one Day; and will inftruct thee 
what thou oughteft to be every Day. 

2521 Whatfoever others do to vex thee comcs 
to hothing if thou flighteft it; but if thou fhew- 
eft thyfelf much concerned, thou betrayeft thy 
Weaknefs, or thy Guilt; and makeft it appear, 
that thou well defervedit the Abufe. 

2522 If thou haft no Regard to thy Fame, 
thou art loft to all Purpofes of Virtue and Good- 
nefs: When a Man is once come to this, not to 
care what others fay of him; the next Step is, to 
have no Care what himfelf doth. 

_. .2§23 While thou acteft contrary to the Rules 

of thy Religion, thou doft as effectually difown 
jt, as if thou fhouldeft openly renounce thy 
-Baptifm, and make a publick Recantation of © 

Chriftianity. 
 ag24 ?Tis in the Power of Providence to 

humble the Pride of the Mighty, even by the 
-moft defpicable Means. Wherefore be thou ne- 
. wer fo great, or never fo little, prefume not on 
the one fide, nor defpair on the other. 

2525 In thy Times of Mirth, ’tis Wifdom, 
before thou beginneft, to confider, what particu- 
Jar Error, or Imprudence it may be likely to — 
bring thee into; and fo provide well, and watch: 
againtt it. 

2526 When thou importuneft a Friend for 
any thing, obferve when thou art frefh in Re- 
fpect : for then heris prepared to thy Hand, and 
then infinuate the Want of Affection, which thou 
haft Caufe to fufpect in the Denial. : 

2527 Every Man thinks he deferves better 
than indeed'he.doth; therefore thou. canft not 

| E.4 oblige 
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oblige Mankind better, than by fpeaking well. 
.Man is the greateft Humourift, and Self-flat- - 
terer in the World. 
2528 One of the firft Principles of humane 
Wifdom in the Conduét of our Lives, I have 
ever thought to be the prudent Choice of a few 


intimate Friends, and the making of us no Ene- 


mies (if poffible) to ourfelves. - 

2529 Guard thyfelf from the firft Impreffions ; 
for if trou canft but fo far fubdue thy Paffion, 
as to gain Time for cooler Thought, thou wilt 
eafily z attain. to a good Government of thyfelf 


afterwards. | 


2530 Be not lavifh, and profufe in Giving: 
many times it is looked upon as Indifcretion, 
Prodigality, or an Affectation of Popularity; 
and fo gains no true Acceptance, or Thanks, 
but is fecretly defpifed and laughed at. 

2531 May’ft thou love God above all, and 
enjoy a Senfe of his Love to thy Soul; and then — 
fhalt thou have enough, yea more than if thou 

-didft enjoy all the Things of this World in the 
greateft Abundance. 

2532 ‘Tho’ Praife be always pleafing, let it 
come from whom, or upon what Account it 
will; yet I would have thee underftand why 
thou art commended, that thou may’ft know 
how to keep up the fame Reputation ftill. 

2533 Confider well how thou parteft with 
thy Money. The Indians have not made the 
Spaniard rich. Neither is any Man made 
wealthy by abundant Comings in, but by the 
few Occafions of fpending. 

2534 Admire, and imitate fuch a Man that 


_ had rather fuffer Injury than do it; and that not 


out 
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out of Timeroufnefs, or Sluggifhnefs of Nature, 
but out of good Morality, and ftrong Oppofition 
againft Affections and Paflions. 

2535 ‘The remembring to have feen a Thing 
imperfect, takes from one the Liberty of think- 
ing, it well done, when finifhed. Therefore 
have a care not to let thy Works be feen in Em- 
brio, but learn of Nature not to expofe them to 
the World, till they are mature. 

2536 If thou: canft fo prepare for thy latter 
End, and arrive to that Pafs, that no Affection 
to any earthly Thing detains thee in this World, 
thy Confidence and Confolation. at the Hour. of 

-Death will be unfpeakable. 

2537 When thou relateft any thing, avoid 
many, and long Haranges, by. which-the Narra- 
‘tion is broken, and the Hearer retarded, and put 
out of his Way; as by Hedges and Ditches in 
the Road of a Traveller, that would pais to his 
Journey’s End. 

2538 Sometimes thou wilt find, that by the 
nrere propounding a Difficulty to another, thou 
fhalt prefently be able to refolve that which 
feemed too hard for thee, whilft thou re- 
volvedft it only in thy own Breaft. 7 

2539 If thou wouldeft be truly great, and be | 
loved and refpected, thou muft be equally rema- 
ved from Servility on the one hand, and Pride 
on the other; thou muft fcorn to trample. apon 
a Worm.or fneak to an Emperor. . 


2540 Be not negligent concerning Circum- — 


ftances, and outward Appearances ; for they fre- 
quently procure a Man more Refpeét, than real 
Worth; and a good Bottom to an ungraceful 
_Fafhion fpoils all, , 
| ee 541 Thou 
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2541 Thou fhouldeft always prefer thy Duty 
and a good Confcience before all the World ; 
becaufe it is in Truth more valuable, fince thy 
Soul. is immortal, and will furvive in another 


‘World. 


2542 In reading carry an indifferent AffeCtion. 
along with thee, and never engage thy Inclina- 
tion fo firmly to what thou meeteft with in an 
Author, as to leave no Place for the Truth; or. 
a greater Probability thou may’ft find in an- 
other. | e 3 

2543 Fanfy not that thou canft be happy in. 
the World and become rich of thyfelf. There. 
-‘muft be Dependencies in Commerce, without. 
which ’tis generally impoflible to have ever what. 
ip moft neceflary. | | 

2544 If thou forbeareft an Action fit and rea+ 
fonable merely upon the Account of Cenfure. 
that thou ast likely to undergo for it, (either: 
from the Vulgar, or Great ones) thou wilt often 
find it very hard to be honeft and jut. 

2545 Never defame or accufe any, except. 
thou beeft fure and certain of the Fact, and 
canft fpeak home to the Purpofe: for undoubt-. 
ful Accufations leave a Stain behind them; and 
after prove indelible Injuries to the Party accu-. 
fed. « | 

2546 Look well to thyfelf,. as to the little 
and.common Things of Life. Praife is fooner 
obtained in fmaller Things than in great; for as: 
_ much as the former may be frequently reiterated, 
and the latter acted but feldom. __ 

2547 Ali the Things in the World being but: 
the Servants of the Body, and the Bady of the- 
Soul, how abjectly bafe art thou, if penne 
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thine own Authority, thou becomeft the Ser- 
vant of thy Servant’s Servant. 

2548 Bear thyfelf gently and kindly towards 
Men in Mifery; fuch are apt to fufpect every 
thing for a Contumely and Derifion: and their 
Minds being fore, every new Difpleafure gives 
them a new Smart. 

2549 That Learning which thou getteft by 
thy own Obfervation and Experience, is far be- 
yond that which thou getteft by Precept; as the 
Knowledge of a Traveller exceeds that which 

is got by a Map. : 
2650 The beft Judgment thou canft make of 
a Man is from the Acquaintance he keeps Com- 
pany with. For Friends and Enemies are both 
partial; whereas thefe fee him trueft, becaufe 
-calmeft, and are no way engaged to lie for 
him. 
2551 Demean thyfelf more warily in thy 
 Btudy, than in the Street; if thy publick Ac- 
tions have an hundred Witnefles, thy private 
have a-thoufand. The Multitude looks but 
upon thy Actions, uy Conicience looks into. 
thein. 

2552 If thou keepeft Company too much with 
others, I fear me, thou wilt not converfe enough | 
with thyfelf; and then for Want of being ac- 
- quainted with thy own Bofom, thou wilt be 
‘ miftaken, and prefent a Fool to the People which 
thou tookeft to be a wife Man. | 

2553 Thou muft reap fingular Benefits from- - 
— Obloquies, if thou ftudieft to improve them to. 
their richeft: Advantage: The Venom ofa vi- 
flee Tongue may be. converted into “Trea- 
' cles. 

E. 6. 2554 Re-- 
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2554 Refolve upon nothing of Moment, but 
by the Advice and Permiffion of right Reafon : 
And when thou haft once refolved, let nothing 
be able to divert the Execution, but a Counter- 
mand from the fame Authority. 
_ 2555 When thou fheweft Refpe& to any 
one, fee that thy Submiffions be proportionable 
to the Homage thou oweft him. There is Stu- 
_pidity and Pride in doing too little; but in over 
acting of it, there is Abjection and Hypocrify. 

2556 Enjoy as much Content and Happinefs 
as thou canft this very prefent Moment, and 
put it not off to a Time to come,.no Body 
_knows when; as tho’ that Time fhould be of 
', another Make than this that is already come. | 
__ 2557 In Writing, endeavour to make thy 
Language and Style fo continued every where, 
and fo like it felf, that the Reader may well 
perceive thou haft no where ftretch’d thy Own 
Notion and Meaning, to make way for another 
Man’s Fanfy or Expreflion. | | 
_ 2558 Clofenefs and direét Refervednefs is. 
very ill taken in Company ; for it implies thou 
either defpifeft them, or fufpecteft them, or 
Haft a Defign upon them: Or elfe perhaps, that 
thou thyéelf haft nothing in thee. 

2559 If thou admitteft every one into the 
Number of thy Friends, thou proftituteft thy 
Life to all Comers. If thou joineft with none,. 
thou wanteft one of the greateft Comforts and 
Helps thou canft here enjoy. No Man is happy 
without a Friend. | | 

2560 Thou wilt generally find Courtefies 
thrown away upon Perfons that are very proud 
or coyetous ; the one being of that Fondnefs as 
; to 
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to think all but his own Defert; the other of 
that Bafenefs, as to fet a very low Value upon 
the greateft Kindnefs. 

2561 Converfation is the Air of the Soul, 
and if thou valueft the Health and Eafe of thy 
Mind, thou oughteft to chufe fuch an Element 
for it “to breath in, as is pure and ferene. But 
this is very difficult to find in any Society. 

2562 ’Twillnot be a Mark of our Affection 
to our Friend, but only a Difcovery of our 
Self-love, to condole the Occafion of their Hap- 
pinefs, becaufe it has leffened ours by robbing 
us of their beloved Company and Friendthip. 

2563 Thou oughteft to be Mafter of a parti- 
cular Conduét in the Intricaces of Life, and to 
have the Art of applying general Precepts to thy 
own perfonal Occafions and Neceflities ; 3 for 
infinite Difficulties arife in our daily Affairs. 

2564 When Misfortunes befal thee, and thou 
accounteft thyfelf miferable, think with thyfelf, 
and confider how many are there, who would 
think themfelves advanced almoft as high as Hea- 
ven, if they could have but a Part of the Re- 
mains. of thy Profperity. 

2565 If thou art not naturally capable of dif. 
cerning the Times, and-confidering the Variety 
of Circumftances on all Occafions and Acci- 
dents, thou wilt never reap. much Fmit from 
Hiftory. ~ 

2566 Endeavour always to: learn fomething 
from the Information of thofe with whom thou 
conferreft (which is the beft School of all) and.to_ 
. put thy Company upon: thofe Subjects they are — 

the beft able to aa upon, 
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2567 Every Man’s-Experience perfects his 
Speculations, and if thou traffickeft in the Mart 
of Philofophy on the Stock of thy own Difco- 
veries, thou art ina fairer Way to improve thy- 
felf, than a Man that trades altogether on the 
Credit of other Mens Conceptions. 

2568 Put not off the Confideration of Dying 
to the Hour of ‘Death; that Moment is not pro- 
per to fit thee for dying well. Thou oughteft: 
to think ferioufly of it when thou art in fulleftt 
Health, and thy Mind is undifturbed. 

+ 25 69 In bargaining with a Servant, leave 
~ ‘Room for thyfelf to reward him beyond his 

.Contra@, if he deferve thy Goodnefs. This 
beihg voluntary may work him up to Thankful- 
( nefe and Duty. 

2570 It’s good Policy to fpeak often of, and 
to publifh the Favours thou haft received from 
Perfons abfent,. for it is to court the like from. 
thofe that are prefent ; and is a Sort of Barter- 
_ing the Credit of the one for the Purchafe of o- 
- thers. 

2571 Be content ‘to hear other Mens Senfe 
and Opinion of thy Matters. if thou art inac- 
cefhible ‘thou art incurable,. and thou wilt preci- 
pitate thyfelf, if no body dares come near thee 
_to hinder thee. 

2572 It’s a greater Concernment for the 
Steering the Courfe of thy Life, to underftand 
the Genius of the Age, and of the People thou 
liveft among, than to be acquainted’ with the 
- Mind of Plato, and the Judgment of Ariffotle. 

2573 Go, tho’ not gaudy, yet neat and clean; 
and fo order thy Outfide and Appearance, that 
the. firft. papienion thou makeft on ae may 

turn. 
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turn to thy Advantage, and may difpofe them 
‘the better to relifh thy Sentiments. 

2574 Avoid not only Rufticity, but all Rough- 
nefs. Complaifance ts fo amiable, that. it ob- 
liges even where it reprehends; and if it ftrikes, 
itis but with a Rod of Rofes; where it ftrikes, 
-it leaves a Flower inftead of a Wound. 

2575 Do not ufe to make Vifits to fuch as 
are always idle, and have never any thing to do. 
‘They will repeat one Thing an hundred Times 
over. The Subject of their Difcourfe is either 
Trifles or Scandals. All the Time thou fpend- 
eft with them fet down for Lofs. 

2576 The more thou neglecteft the Honours 
of the World, if fo be thou doft it not angrily, 
proudly, or fordidly, the more thou wilt be e- 
fteemed. Thy good Actions will appear the 
Finer, and the Value Men haye for them will 
- come from the Heart. 

2577 Set not up thyfelf for a Rallier or Jo- 
ker, much lefs for a Jeerer and Mocker.: Thou 
wilt thereby be an Enemy to thy own Reputa- 
tion and Quiet, wilt put Arms into the Hands 
’ of thofe thou diverteft thyfelf with, and often- 
times fhalt receive more Blows than thou giv- 
eft. 

2578 Set a high Value upon thy Reputation 
among wife and “good Men. Do nothing un- 
feemly that may fhame thee. Shun whatever is 
{candalous, or even but carries the Face of E- 
vil. He-that is fhamelefs is. gracelefs. 

2579 If thou findeft thou canf not fuffer the 
Impertinencies, Follies, and ilk Ufages of the 
World, withdraw from it; but firft be fure thou. 
cantt bear with thyfelé. . | 

. < 2580 En-. 
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z580 Endeavour to find out thy own weak 

Sides, and where thou canft make the leaft Re- 
fiftance ; and demean thyfelf fo, that others may 
not find.it out. Eor a Town will. be affaulted 
where it’s known to be weakeft. 

2581 If thou ever findeft what thou feekeit 

' for, and retireft to. thy Houfe in great Quiet-. 
nefs, and after all this wilt return again to rub 
with the World, I will fpeak it, that either 
thou lackeft Wit, or Fortune owes. thee a2 
Spite. | 
2582 Be not proud of thy Perfon. External 
Beauty is but. Clay more refined, and fet off 
with a better Varnifh ; and having all on the 
Outfide, lies more open and more obnoxious to 
Weather, and confuming Time, and very. often 
to prefent Misfortunes. 

2583 Thou oughteft not only to forbear ma- 
king ill Reports, but alfo thou oughteft not to 
fuffer others to make them to thee. The Ma- 
ker of them is always looked upon with an evil 
Eye, but the Receiver of them is as bad as the 
Maker. 

2584 God and Nature have made us no more 

Needs than they meant to fatisfy- AndJf thou 
thyfelf wilt make more, thou may’ft look for 
Satisfaction e’en where thou canft get it. 

25685 It were Folly and Madnefs in thee 
to fet thy Heart upon, and clofely join thyfelf 
to earthly Things, which thou canft enjoy but 
a little while, altho’ there were fomething mere 
worth thy liking. 

25-86 I would not have thee ‘overmuch dif- 

-pleafed with thyfelf, for being of fo peevifh.a 
Difpofition. It’ $ obferved, that paflionate Peo- 


| ple 
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ple are always beft natur’d, and free from fecret_ 
lice. | 
2587 If we could carry Things fo painted, 
that neither Man,-nor even God himfelf could. 
difcover us, yet thou oughteft to have fuch a 
Reverence for thyfelf, and thy Confcience, as 
never to admit of an ill Thought. | 
2588 If any one offer thee an Affront, and it: 
-be a great one, and defignedly done, if he be 
not much thy Betters, it may be convenient, 
to call him to Account: But let Prudence find 
out an Opportunity, and then fhew thou thyfelf 
a Man, but a Chriftian withal, | 
2589 Never be too prefumptuoully fure in a- 
ny Bufinefs. Things of this World depend up- ~ 
on fuch a Train of Chances, that are to us as 
yet in the Dark ; that ifit were in Man’s Power 
to fet the Tables, yet he could not command 
his Throws, and would not be certain of win- 
ning the Game. | 
2590 It’s a Sign that thou wanteft Penetra- 
tion and Firmnefs of Judgment, if thou aban- 
doneft evident Truths for the Sake of fome Dif-. 
ficulties, which thou canft not folve ; tho’ per~ 
chance thofe Difficulties ftand upon no other 
Ground, than the common Ignorance and’ 
Weaknefs of humane Minds, | 
_ 2591. If I leave thee a moderate Fortune, as 
my Father left me, and thou proveft wife and 
virtuous, it will be fufficient. It’s none of the 
_ leaft of God’s Favours, that Wealth comes not 
trolling in upon us; for many of us fhould have 
been worfe, if our Eftates had been better. 


2592 An 
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2e92 An handfome Mien,.and pleafant Con~ | 
verfation, and ingenious friendly Difcourfe, will 
aie more advantageous to thee than greater 
Tirtues and Attainments ; for thefe are of daily 
Ufe, and fuitable to all Capacities. | 

2593 A prudent and difcreet Silence will be . 
fometimes more to thy Advantage, than the 
-moft witty Expreffion, or even the beft contri- 
ved Sincerity. A Man often repents that he 
has fpoken, but feldom that he has held his | 

Tongue. | 
~ 2594 Let thy Recreations be neither too ef- 
_ feminate, nor too robuft. Let them be fuitable 
to thy Condition and Employment. Let them 
‘be. not too expenfive of Money or Time; but 
above .all, let them not be vain, vicious, or 

wicked. , 
"2595 If thou wouldeft be watchful, and think 
of Death, and prepare for it, thou fhouldeft fe- . 
rioufly examine the Life thou leadeft, to fee if 
jt agree with that which thou wouldeft lead,. 
‘when thou art at the Point of Death. _ | 

2596 Never fear Want: Do thou but do thy 
. Duty and endeavour, and then thou may’tt 
comfort thyfelf with this, that the fame Provi- 
dence that took Care of thee before thou waft 
born into the World, will never be wanting to. 
thee now thou art in it. 

2597 Keep thy Judgment to thyfelf. Why 
fhould others know what thou art? or para- 
phrafe upon thy Opinion? Herein thou hait 
the Advantage of changing thy Mind when thou 
art miftaken, and yet continue (for ought others. 
know) in the fame Mind | 


2598 Railery 
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2598 Railery will make Men defpife the, for 
they will believe that all the Strength and Quick- 
nefs of thy Wit has no further Aim, and can 
go no further than a trifling, injurious, unman- 
netly, ill-natur’d Pleafantry. 

2599 In reproving, mind the Perfon and the 
Time. If he be above thee, let it be with 
Meeknefs and Humility; with thy equal thou 
may’ft be more bold; and with thy inferior bol- 
der. Be fure to take the fitteft Seafon, there- 
fore without great Reafon, reprove none but 
when alone. | 

2600 Confider well firft, and promife nothing 
to thy Prejudice: However (unlefs it be in it 
felf unlawful) perform what thou promifeft. It 
matters not- tho’ the Obligation be not fealed 
with an Oath, or fubfcribed by Witnefs, thy 
Confcience is a Thoufand, .and will put the Bail 
in Suit. | | 
~ 2601 Do not make it thy Bufinefs or Cuftom 
to have always too much Company with thee: 
That would be to love others too much, and 
thyfelf too little. Nor to have none at all; for 
that would be to love thyfelf too much, and to 
carry thy Refervednefs too far. | 

260z Think with thyfelf the Day thou en- 
tereft upon Marriage, and ventureft for Chil- - 
dren, thou art no more Lord of thy Goods and 
Eftate, but only a Steward and Keeper of them. 
And therefore if thou fquandereft them away, 
thou art no lefs guilty than he that robbeth 
Wife and Children. | 

_ 2603 Be not angry with. Fortune, if fhe 
deny thee her Rattles and Toys, for fuch are 
the beft of her Gifts. They are generally too 


dear. 
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dear. Let her keep her Wealth, and Honours 
“if thy neceflary Sleep, Quiet, and Safety, be 
the Price of them. — | 

2604 Among thy Needs, thou art to reckon, 
not only what will juft fupport Life, but alfo’- 

what will maintain the Decency of thy State, | 
Perfon, and Family ; not only in prefent Ne- 
ceffaries, but in future Wants, and very proba-. 
ble Contingencies , but no further. : 

2605 If ‘thou wouldeft moderate a Man’s Fu- 
' ry that is wronged, thou art not to deal with 
him: dire€tly to pardon the Injury, but rather to: 
delay and refpite Revenge. ‘Time may open 
“his Eyes, and cool his Spirits, and Things may’ 
alter. 

2606 Always adapt thy Speech to the Capa-. 
cities of thofe thou treateft with. Otherwife, 
tho’ thou difcourfeft never fo elaborately, thou 
wilt rather confound than edify or perfuade, and” 
wilt appear rather to affect boafting than com- 
municating of Knowledge: 

2607 Lofe not thy Morning Studies ; ; if thou 
doft, ’twill give'an ill Precedent to the After- 
noon, and make fuch a Hole in the Beginning: 
_of the Day, that all the winged Hens will be in’ 
Danger of flying out thereat. ~ 

2608 Refifta Temptation, and fight tit thou’ 
conquereft. There is no greater Triumph than 
that which the Soul feels when it comes off Vi- 
Ctor, and applauds itfelf for the Valour and'‘Cou- 
rage it hath exprefled in its Conflicts. 

2609 Never think that the Things thou 
wanteft will cure thee of thy Difcontents ; for 
they will enlarge thy Defires, and: make the ~ 

Wounds: 
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‘Wounds wider. The Way to think we have 
enough, is not to defire to have too much. 

2610 How great foever thy Affections be for 
a Man, never give him fuch an Advantage over 
thee (by imparting a dangerous Secret, or any 
other Way) as may enable him to mifchief thee, 
if he fhould utter it by Chance; or after become 
thy Enemy. 

2611 If Death of Friends, or any Calamity 
-_befal thee, know this, that the Violence of Sor- | 
row is not at the firft to be ftriven withal: ’Tis 
like a mighty wild Beaft, fooner tamed with fol- 
lowing, than overthrown with oppofing. 

2612 Comfort thyfelf with this; tho’ thy 
Reputation may be ftolen from thee, or re- 
trenched in fome Meafure, yet moft commonly 
*- it will at laft return again, as one Hair grows a- 
gain after it’s out; provided it have but a Root, 
and thy Innocence and Patience do remain. 

2613 Thou that weepedft when thou watt 
~ born, whilft the Goflips weré rejoicing and Mer- - 
ry making, endeavour fo to live, that thou 
may’ft be able to triumph at the Time when 
thy Friends are lamenting, I mean at the Hour 
of thy Death. 

2614 Watch well thy Paffions: A Man en- 
gages further in a Minute of Rage or Pleafure, 
than in many Hours of Indifference. Sometimes 
a little pelting Fret cofts a Repentance that lafts 
as long as Life. He is'a wife Man that leads 
’ 'Paflion by the Bridle. 

2615 Improve thy Son’s natural Parts as much 
as is poffible; and ftudy his Genius before thou 
- difpofeft of him into a Profeffion. No Good will 
_ be done againft Nature, 

= © - 2616 If 
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2616 If thou liveft in a State of Wedlock as 
a good and wife Man fhould, ’twill be a Mix- 


ture of Interefts, of Bodies, of Minds, of Friends, . 


a Conjunction of the whole Life; and the no- 

bleft and deareft of Friendfhips in, the World. 
2617 Manage thy Family with conftant Care 

-and Prudence; Difobedience comes from a Ma- 


_. fter’s Negligence: for he that governs well, fhall 


be obeyed wel], but he that giveth to his Ser- 
vants too much Liberty, fhall be fure to have ill 
Servants. ; 

2618 Patiently endure all the Attacks of thofe 
that envy thee; thou wift by that Means con- 


quer them all. Thus Fire itfelf is put out, when 


it meets with nothing that it can burn. 

2619 Good Books are the beft Companions; 
thou may’ ft entertain thyfelf with them, when 
thou haft not a Friend by thee on whom thou 
canft fafely rely. They are no Blabs to reveal 
thy Secrets. ‘They will teach. thee Wifdom. 
They will never affront thee. 

2620 If thou wafteft the Wealth I leave thee 


to follow new Fafhions, ) and lavifheft thy Sub- - 
{tance to maintain Bravery, thou art tobe efteem- | 
ed the Mercer’s Friend, the Taylor’s Fool, and ; 


thy own Foe. 
2621 Conquer thy Paffions; ’twill be more 
. glorious for thee to triumph over thy own Heart, 


ee ee, 


_ than ’twould be to take a Cittadel; provided thou | 
beeft obliged for that Conqueft only to Virtue, | 


‘and not to Chance, and the Impetuofity of fome 

contrary Paffion. | | 
2622 To prevent Anger, be not too inquifi- 
tive into the Affairs of other Men; or what Peo- 
ple fay of thee; or into the Miftakes of thy 
Friends ; 


OE eee 
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-rioufly, that will procure thee an Efteem from 
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Friends; for this were a going out to gather 
Sticks to kindle a Fire, to burn thy own Houfe. 
2623 Now thou art young, and comeft up- 


on the Stage of the World, thou oughteft to be 
either very modeft, or very brifk; for a fober, 


grave, and compofed Temper in a Youth com- 
monly turns to AffeCtation and MEperOnences 
or into Dulrefs. 

2624 Thou’lt make thy Life thort, if thou 
letteft Luft and Rage run away with all the vi- 


gorous and healthy Part of it; and Pride and A- 


nimofity fteal the manly Portion ; and Crafti- 
nefs, and Covetoufnefs poflefs thy old Age. 
2625 If thou beeft a wife and a good Man, 
and haft an healthy Body, and a moderate For- 
tune, thou hait all the real Benefits of Nature, 


~ and the Bleflings of Plenty, that the higheft and 


richeft Grandee can pretend to: Nay I had 


almoft faid, Providence itfelf can prouite no 


better for shee. 


2626 When thou art at any time upon a Sick- 


bed, I advife thee to abftain from making Vows 
to God; It’s enough, if thou fully refolveft to 
amend thy Life, when thou fhalt be in good 
Health, and free from Fear and Trouble. Foolifh 
and unadvifed Promifes are an Offence to God. 
2627 Since in fome Degree thou muft either 


“hope, or fear, thou fhouldeft turn thy Thoughts 


to fome Defign, or Courfe ef Life, that will en- 


. tertain them with Hope; if that cannot be, the 


next is, to feek Diverfion from Thoughts, by 


Sports, Bufinefs, or Labour. 


2628 It is not to infult, and domineer over 
Inferiors, to look difdainfully, and revile impe- 


any 
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-any one; it will indeed make them keep their 
‘Diftance fufficiently; but it will be Diftance 
without Reverence, and ’twill make them hate 
thee. | : 
2629 Difcreet Patience will give thee great 
Advantages; for whereas Haftinefs would make 
thee difcover thy Defigns, and thereby warn thy 
Enemies to arm themfelves before thou ftrikeft: 
Privacy and right timing of it would give thee 
-ah Opportunity of making the firft Blow, and 
In what Part thou wouldeft. | - 
2630 Tf thou behaveft thyfelf with an uneven, 
and captious Converfation towards others, thou 
art a Tell-tale of thy own unpeaceable, and mi- 
- ferably unquiet Mind. He that falls out with 
every body, muft firft fall out with himfelf. 

2631 If thou fpareft in every thing, thou art 
_an inexcufable Niggard; if in nothing, as inex- 
“ cufable a Prodigal. A Mean is to fpare in what 
is leaft neceflary, and lay out more liberally in 
what is moft required, in thy Circumftances. 

2632 Believe me, no Refpect is lafting and 
true, but that which is produced by thy being 
ufeful to thofe that pay it; where that faileth, 
the Homage, and the Reverence go away with 
it, and fly to others, where fomething may be 
expected in Exchange for them. 

2633 An Averfion to what is criminal, anda 
Contempt of what is ridiculous, are the infepa- 
rable Companions of Underftanding and Virtue; 
but have thou a care of letting them go further | 
than thy own Thoughts, for that may have much 
Danger in it. .. Pes 
2634 If thou doft not frequently turn thy 

Eyes inwards, to fee what is amifs in thee, ’tis 
| a Sign 
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a Sign thou haft an unwelcome Profpe& there; 
which thou careft not to look on; and rather 
feekeft thy Confolations in the Faults of thofe 
thou converfeft with. 

2635 If thou carrieft it proudly, every one 
will be’ more inquifitive after thy Blemifhes, than 
thy Beauties ; and will be glad to ftop thy Car- 
reer: Whereas, if thou art an humble Soul, thou 
wilt pafs the ftricteft Guards, and with more 
Faults, without Scorn and Searching. | 

2636 A little Heap, if thou haft Frugality, 
Temperance, Humility, and Induftry for thy 
Stewards, is a plentiful Eftate; but wherever 
Waftfulnefs, Luxury, wanton Fancy, and Ne- 
gligence, rule and govern, Plenty itfelf is mere 
Poverty. _ 

2637 If thou confidereft, and comeft to no 
Refojution, thou art like the Mian that ploughs 
his Ground, but fows nothing uponit. And if 
thou refolveft, but executeft not, thou art yet 
more fottifh; for thou art at all the Coft, and 
takeft all the Pains, but reapeft no Fruit of thy 
Labour. | 
_ 2638 Complain not of the Shortnefs of thy 
Life; if thou wilt allow to the Praétice of Wif- 
dom. thofe great Shares of Time, which Men 
commonly fpend in Vice, Impertinence and Idle- 
nefg, the Days of thy Life will amount to a 
great Sum. oo 7 | 

2639 Up, and be doing; thou knoweft not 
thy own Abilities and Power. It's a vaft deal of 
Work thou may’ft do, if thou never beeft idle; 
and *tis an huge Way thou mayeft go in Virtue, 
if thou never goeft out of thy Way. 


F 2640 If 
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“ 2640 If thou canit govern thyfelf in Gaming, 
thou wilt hardly be moved to Paffion in more fe- 
rious and neceflary Occafions; for that which 
vexeth, is the Mifs of Expectation: And Play is 
“nothmg but a frequent Expectation of Hazard, 
and thofe that ufe it, have continually curfed Af 
faults by it. a. | 

2641 If thou praifeft thyfelf, thou defireft 
Confent, and feekeft after others Approbation. 
If thou blameft thyfelf, thou feekeft for Oppofi- 
tion, and defireft thou may’ft be contradiGed; 
now this latter Humility is not a Jot better than 
the other Pride. 

2642 Thou art not the firft Innocent that 
hath been perfecuted; and if thou canft not bear 
Detraétion and Slander, thou art more delicate 
and dainty than Princes and Heroes, who forbore 
not doing well, tho’ for their well-doing they 
were evil fpoken of. | 

2643 Generally it is beft in Company, that 

thou rather attend to others, than be an eloquent 
Merchant of thy own Conceits: for Men that 
are expert and practifed will be likely out ef 
unguarded Words to pick fuch Confequences, 
as perhaps may not be greatly to thy Advan 
tage. : 
2644 Receive not tod many fuch Benefits as 
thou canft not eafily recompence; they are as 
dangerous as Injuries: for when 2 Man cannot 
make out his Thankfulnefs, he will judge his 
- Benefactor takes him for ungrateful; fo firft he 
groweth uneafy at him, and by Degrees turns 
his Enemy. yet 

2645 Have a care of being prefumptuoully 
felf-fuficient. Many Men of large jane Te 
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lying wholly upon their own Wit, and negte@- 
ing Advice and ordinary Means, fuffer others 
’. lefs able, but more active, and induftrious, to go 
beyond them. - | 

2646 Be not anxioufly careful for the future: 
‘When thou art dead, thou wilt be no more con- 
cerned in that thou fhalt leave behind thee, than 
thou waft in that which was before thou waft 
horn. 

2647 Every Man thinks he deferves better 
than indeed he doth; therefore thou canft not 
oblige Mankind more than by {peaking well 
where thou canft. Man is the greateft Flatterer 
of hinfelf in the World. 7 

2648 If Fate be certain, it can do thee no 
Good. to know it, becaufe thou canft not pre- 
vent it; If it be uncertain, thou fearcheft in vain 
to find out that which perhaps may not be. So 
- either Way thou hazardeft for Unhappinets. 

2649 Small Faults become great Tranfgref- 
fions by Delight, and frequent Repetition; and 
thou muft exercife the greater Diligence, to dif- 
‘cover and avoid them: and if thou had’ft them — 
not at firft, they'll pafs, ’ere thou art aware, in- 
to a Cuftom. | | 

2650 If thou wouldeft preferve a common 

Reputation among the People, be careful of thy 
‘Talk ; for there is nothing by which Men judge 
fo much of each other’s Prudence, .as by their 
Difcourfe: and ’tis hard to perfuade that that 
Man can act wifely, who talks foolithly. 
_. 2651 If thou fhouldeft ever attain to Wealth, 
‘thank God for it, and not thyfelf. That Luck, 
and a Train af happy Chances has a greater 
Share in making a Man rich, than Ingenuity, — 
. | F2 e and 
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and Dilizence,; feems to be acknowledged by the 
‘World, fince a Man’s Eftate is called his For- 
‘tune, not his Merit. 

2652 Let every Diftrefs awaken thy Mind to 
‘fly to thy Redeemer; and then Afflictions will 
appear ‘like that Rain which fell on the Ark, the 

more it poured down,. the more it lifted up the 
“Ark, and faved it from the Fury of the Waters. 

a6 53 Thou cantft not,be a right Man without 
‘Converfation ; for he that ufeth not Company, 
“hath noExperience; he that hath no Experience, 
“hath no Judgment; and he that hath no Judg- 
‘ment, ‘is no better than a Beaft. 

2654 Seeing in Converfation we commonly 
“treat of divers Things, leaping from one Matter 
into another, there is nothing doth thee more 
-Honour, or maketh thee better liked of in good 
‘Company, than to be ready at all Effays, and 
have a Mouth for every Matter. | 

2655 If thou art wifely liberal, thou wilt 
know how to give, without lofing what thou 
‘giveft: and to accompany thy Prefent with fuch 
_ Judgment, that nothing fhall feem little. Rare- 
nefs is fometimes more confiderable and ac- 
ceptable than Magnificence. 

2656 In Matters of fmall Moment thou 
‘needeft not take Pains in fearching, ftudying, 
and fettling thy Judgment ; in fuch Cafes ’tis ea- 
fier, and well enough, to run into the common 
‘Opinion, without esatining. whether i it be ftrict- 
ly true or no. 

2657 If thou art innocent, thou fiouildet be 
no more affeéted when thou art called guilty, 
than thou fhouldeft be, -if they call thee fick, 
bs thou art well, 

2658 Thou 
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. 2658-Thou art born for Bufinefs as well as So=- 
ciety; tho’ Converfation is a great Pleafure, and. 
Solace to humane Nature: yet a Life partly of 
that, and partly of Action, and partly of Leifure. 
and Retirednefs, is moft fuitable to the Affairs. 
and Intereft of Man. 
_ 2659. Thou may’ft find as much Eafe, and a 
great deal more generous Contentment, if thou 
tyeft up thy Inclinations to fomething of a fe- 
vere Difcretion, than in permitting them to 
wanton in all Vagaries of their little Free~ 
doms. 

2660 Think well kefore hand; and be aflured, 

that it is not the outward Rite only, performed 
hy the Minifter, that conftitutes a Spoufal Har- 
mony: for if both Hearts be not linked before 
Hands be joined, the Houfe-Mufick is very like- 
ly to clofe in daily Difcords. | 
. 2661 If thou exafperateft thy Pains by Impa- 
tience, and opprefleft and wearieft out Nature 
by effeminate Complaints, thou wilt heighten it 
up to the Degree of intolerable; whereas Con- 
ftancy and Cuftom of fuffering would alleviate, 
mitigate, and blunt its Edge. 
- 2662 When thou art converfing intimately, 
or carelefly, thou wilt be in Danger of laying 
thyfelf open, and difcovering thofe Paffions, 
Failings, and Faults, which thou wouldeft be 
careful to conceal, if a Stranger, or a grave Man 
were with thee, to make his Remarks and Ob- 
fervations. | | 

2663 If thou art in fuch a Condition, as doth 
place thee above Contempt and below Envy, 
and wanteft not Health, thou canft not, by any 

F3 Enlargement 
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Enfargemenf of Fortune, be made really more 
rich, or more happy than thou art. a 
2664 If thou canft be eloquent without more 
Pains than the Thing is worth, then ufe thy Fa- 
culty, provided thou valueft thyfelf upon the 
Matter more than upon the Words, and apply- 
eft thyfelf rather to the Underftanding than to 
the Fancy. | | 
2665 Nothing certainly can be more entirely 
decent, than an Equability in thy whole Life, 
and every particular Action of it; which thou 
canft not poflibly obferve and keep, if, imitating 
other Mens Natures, thou layeft affde thé 
ewn. 23 | 
2666 Thou dyeft thinking thou art not to die 
yet, and forgetting that Death grows upon thee, 
and goes along with thee from one End of thy 
Life to the other, without diftinguifhing of Per= 
fons, or Ages, Sex or Quality, and whether it 
finde thee well or dl doing: As the Tree falls fo 
it lies. | 
2667 Amufe not thy Thoughts about the ge- 
netal Concern, and about univerfal Caufes, and 
Conduéts, which will very welt carry themfelves 
without thy Care: but think of thyfelf, and mind 
thy proper Concerns, and thy own Perfon, which 
i¢ nearer to thee than any one whatfoever. 
2668. If in Youth, and ripe Age thou haft 
been diligent, and painful, there will not be 
much left to be done when thou art old. If 
there be then much behind, thou art to blame 
the former Part of thy Life, not old Age. 
‘ 2669 To converfe with thy Inferiors and E- 
quals (who are ready to flatter and humour thee) 
| | may 
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may be more pleafing and delightful to thee: 
but to be with thy Elders and betters (who may 
reprove and mftruct thee) is much more fafe and 
profitable. 3 

z670 *Fis good, that thy Face give thy 
‘Fongue leave to fpeak: for the Difcovery of .a 
Mian’s Self, by the Tracts of his Countenance, 
is a great Weaknefs and Betraying; and that 
fo much the more, by how much it is many 
times more marked and believed, than a Man’s 
Words. _ 

267% Since nothing is more certain than 
Beath, nor more uncertain than the Time of 
Dying, twill be the firft and chiefeft Part of 
Wifdom in thee, to be always preparing for that 
which muft certainly come, and which may hap- 
pen.to thee any Hour of thy Lite: Thou thalt 
not haften thy Death by being ftill ready, but 
fweeten it. , oo * 

2672 Do not think it an Honour, to be taken 
Notice of for one that talks moft in Company, 
but on.the contrary, take Pleafure in not {peak- 
ing, but when thou oughteft: Every one pre-. 
fent, has an equal Right of Talking; thou 
may’ft therefore fpeak to make Converfation, 
but mruft not pretend to take from others the 
fame Liberty. : | 

2673 If ati fhould be fpoken againft thee that 
could be malicioufly invented, what would it 
hurt thee, if thou fufferedft it to pafs, and ma- 
deft no more account of it, than of a Mote in 
the Sun. Could all thefe Words pluck fo much 
as one Hair from thy Head? . 

2674 Allow thyfelf due Time for the doing 
of any Thing. We examine not how long any 
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one has been a doing of a Work, but whether 
it be well done, that only makes it valuable. 
Faft and Slow are Accidents, which are unknown 
and forgotten, whereas Will is permanent. 

. 2675 ‘To commit.a Folly makes not a Fool, 
but not to know how to hide it. If one ought 
to hide his Paflions, much more he ought his 
Faults. How great foever thy Friendfhip be, 
never truft thy Friend with thy Failings: Nay 
hide them from even thyfelf, if it be poflible. 

2676 Study confifts not in reading of Books. 
All that is ufeful to be known has not yet been. 
written. ‘Thou fhouldeft account Refle&ion 
and Converfation to be the main Part of thy - 
Study. | | | 

2677 Be not afhamed of any bodily Blemifh. 
If any thing be amifs which thou haft made, or 
canft mend thyfelf, thou may’ft blufh at it; but 
what Nature hath put upon thee, let her be a-. 
fhamed for thee, thou haft nothing to do with 
lt. tone “shy 

2678 Reftrain thyfelf. from being too fiery 
. and flaming in Matter of Argument. ‘Truth 
often fuffers more from the Heat of its Defen- 
ders, than from the Arguments of its Oppofers. 
And nothing does reafon more right than the- 
Coolnefs of thofe that offer it. | 

- 2679 ‘There be many wife Men, but more 
Fools; and amongft them thou wouldeft be a 
very great one, if being at Reft in thy own Houfe, 
thou fhouldeft feek elfewhere for Trouble, Tor- 
ments, and Perplexities, which Offices and Dig- 
_ nities will certainly bring home to thee. 

2680 If thou art one of an innocent Life, thou 
fhalt have Peace, tho’ perhaps thou may’ft make 

no 
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no great Noife in the World; yet thy undi- 
fturbed Pleafures will yield thee the higheft Con- 
tentment. And thy Delights will be fuch as it 
is. hard for great Perfons, and thofe who are 
much in the World,. to take any therein. 

2681 If thou difpenfett thy Bounty, fo as to 
engage Men to Virtue by it, thou art indeed 
the magnificent Perfon, thou outvieft the moft 
profufe Donations of the greateft Potentates. 
They can give but fome little Parcels of Earth, 
but thou giveft Heaven. 

: 2682 Thou oughteft not to be (as the Brutes) 
without Affection; nor as Ideots are, without 
. Reafon:, But thou oughteft to be fo fenfible as 
{till to know how to oppofe Reafon to Griefs, 
and all the other Paffions. Want of Senfe and 
Refentment is not to be. called Equality of 
Mind, but Stupidity. ~ 

2683 Have a Care of him that i is flow to an- 
ger, for like as green Wood which is long in 
kindling, continueth hot longer than the dry, if it 
have once taken Fire: So that Man, who is not 
eafily moved is more hard to be pacify’d, than 
he that is quickly provoked. 

. 2684 If thou defireft true and everlafting Glo- 
ry, thou wilt not much care for what pafleth a-: 
way with Time. Thou wilt enjoy great T'ran- 
quillity and Peace of Mind, if thou careft nei-. 
ther for the Praifes, nor Difpraifes of Men. 
2685 Be not prefumptuous nor over confi- 

dent of thy own Strength. How canft thou be 
fure to continue always. upright and firm in the 
fame State of Virtue, when the Angels in Hea~. 
- ven: have. eet and alfo. the. firft Man in Para. 
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2686 The fureft and moft certain Way to- 
gain Quiet and Satisfaction in the World is, to 

' get into fome. fettled and honeft. Employment 

fuitable to thy Station, Quality, and Inclina- 

tion, and that accompanied with an unfpotted 

Reputation, and a good Confcience. 

2687 Be aflured of it, that Tale-bearers, who: 
fpeak ill of others to thee, will {peak ill of thee 
to others: And tho’ they ought to be treated as 
Spies, yet moft an end they are in great Favour; 
for they are ever extremely officious. , 

2688 For the reftraining of Anger, it’s the 
_ beft Remedy to win Time, and to make thy- 
_ felf believe, that the Opportunity of thy Re- 

venge is not yet come, but that thou forefeeft a . 
“Fime for it, and. fo to ftill thyfelf i in the mean 
‘Time, and refpite it.. 

2689 The firft Step: to moderating and go- 
verning of the Mind is, to be aware and _per- 
ceive at firft, that thou art falling into Paffion: 
By this Means thou wilt enter the Lifts with a 
full Power over thyfelf, and may’ft examine how 
far it is neceflary to give way to thy Refent-. 
ment. 

2690 FE advife thee to fettle thyfelf (if Provi- 
dence permit): im a middle Station of Life: For 
Greatnefs and Power ‘is but'a Piece of empty 
and toilfome Pageantry, and often the Subjed 
of Mifery, and difmal Tragedies, not incident 
to a lower State. 

2691 Watch thy natural Affe€tions, and lay 
2 Reftraint upon them ; for otherwife they nny 
entangle and. énflave thee, as well as unlawfol 
and _— ones, Religion indeed makes: ie 
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thie Seeds of Virtue, but without it, they will 
betray thee into Sin and Folly. ' 
2692 In valuing and rewarding Kindneffes 
_ and Favours, thou art not to reward their Work 
but their Love; and art not to confider what 
the actual Service was, whether {mall or great, 
but what the real Motive and Affection was that 
caufed it to be done. | - 

2693 I would have thee know, that all Ig-. 
notance brings not an Excufe-with it; for if the: 
Ignorance of thy Duty proceeds from a Negleé . 
of Attendance upon, and improving of the 
Means to know it; ’twill be fo far from excu-. 
fing thy Sin, that it will be a great Aggravation. 
of it. 

2694 Thou doft but hinder thy March by la- 
ding thyfelf with thick Clay, it is very cumber-- 
fome in thy Journey, and will be of no Ufe at. 
thy Journey’s End. Why then fhouldeft thou. 
put thyfelf to fo much Uneafinels for that which: 
neither is, nor can be of any Ufe to thee? 

2695 Thou fhouldeft fx and fore-arm thy: 
Mind with this fettled Perfuafion, that during- 
that Commotion of thy Blood and Spirits (in 
which Paffion coniifts) whagfoever is offered to» 
thy Imagination in favour of it, tends only toe 
decéive thy Reafon. | | Se 

2696 Refift-a Temptation immediately, and: 
with all thy Power; and affure thyfelf, the fame.. 
Meafure of Shame and Sorrow thou fhouldeft- 
have had, after fubmitting to it, the fame Mea-- 
fure of Comfort and.Glory fhalt thou.have afters —~ 


beating itof., = 

2697 To live contentedliy it fuffices that thouz 
haf a. tranfcendent Soul, which indifferently: 
a oe EF 6:  — contemplates. 
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contemplates good and bad Fortune, which 
efteems only that which is to laft eternally, 
which does its utmoft to become like God, and 
therein finds its Repofe, Joy, and Happinefs. 
- 2698 Let Men think and fay what they will 
of thee. Thou art happy if thy Confcience doth 
not accufe thee before God. Mens Opinions 
and their Judgments are falfe, and inconftant, 
and vain, and can make thee neither better nor 
worfe. 

2699 If thon either loveft that which is not 
good, or overloveft that which is fo; defireft with- 
out Reafen or Bounds; hopeft without Ground, 
and heareft as vainly as thou hopeft ; it cannot 
be, but that thou muft live in perpetual Dif- 
quiets. | 

2700 The Compofednefs, or the Diforder of - 
thy Humour does not depend fo much upon the 
great and moft confiderable Accidents of Life, — 
which happen but now and then, as upon the 
faitable and unfuitable Management of little 
' ‘Things that befal thee every Day. | 
_ 2701 This World at beft is but a very indif- 

ferent Place, and he is the wifeft Man that bears 
himfelf towards it with the moft indifferent, Af-- 
fection. “The Temper thou fhouldeft aim at ‘is,: 
to be always- willing to leave it, and yet be pa-' 
tient to ftay in it-as long as God pleafes. — | 
_ 2702 It behooveth thee to be a Chriftian, not 

only by Cuftom but by Choice, and then thou 
_ thalt livé according to thy Religion. If thou 
takeft up a Religion for any other Reafon than 
to obey and practife it, thou doft not chufe a’ 
pe seiens but only eountenencs the Choice : 
of it, - 

2703° Believe 
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2703 Believe me, it’s impoflible for thee ever 
to find Pleafure, Satisfaction, or Quiet of Mind,. 
either in Life, or at the Hour of Death, but in 
having, thy Confcience telling thee, thou haft 
lived accordmg to. the Diétates of right Rea- 
fon. 

2704 Believe not in thy Enemy’s Pretence of 
- Reconciliation and Kindnefs, till thou haft fome 
folid Ground for Faith and. Credulity to: ftand 
upon. If thou takeft thy Enemy’s firft Word, 
thou wilt foon be decoyed into his Net. . 

2705 When thou makeft Confeffion to God,. 
thou fhouldeft (befides:Contrition, and. a Refo- 
lation in general to fin no more) defign the Ex- 
tirpation of fome one. particular Sin, to avoid 
and prevent the Occafions of that one Sing. 
which is moft dangerous.and. importunate. - 
. 2706 Take thy Advantage of Time, Things, 
and Places; when thou haft an advantageous. 
Opportunity, feize it prefently. If thou letteft. 
the Fifh efcape into the Water, thou may’ft 
caft thy Net often, yet never catch it any 
more. : 

2707 Do not magnify and applaud thy Friend 
too much, it will raife Envy and Enemies; and 
moreover, may make him proud and arrogant. 
One might (tho’ it is fcarce allowable) play a 
cunning Part thus, to blow up an Enemy. 

2708 Thou wilt many Times be forced by 
the Laws of Hofpitality to endure the hearing. 
of good Men calumniated; but thou may’ft. 
bedr it the eafier, becaufe it’s only ill Men that’ 
do it, and fo thou needeft not Tet it make any: 
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Imprefifon on thee, _ 
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2709 God in Mercy and Wifdom governs 
the World, and it is one of his Glories that he 
brings good out of evil; and therefore it is but. 
Reafon that thou fhouldeft truft him to govern: 
his own World;. and that thou fhouldeft pa- 
tiently wait till the Change cometh, or till the 
Reafon be difcovered. 

2710 ‘Tho’ a Man may pleafe thee, thou art 
not therefore prefently to take him in for an in- 
timate Friend. The Pleafantnefs of his Hurnour 
and Ways are no Proof of his Capacity and Fi- 
delity. 

" a711 Pray often, and thou fhalt pray oftener. 
When thou art accuftomed to a frequent Devo-_ 
tion, it will fo infenfibly unite thy Nature and 
Affe€tions, that ’twill become troublefome to. 
omit thy ufual.and appointed Prayers. . 

2712 Do not accufe others to excufe thyfelf 
(where it can well be avoided) for that is neither: 
generous nor juft. But let Sincerity and Inge- 
nuity be thy Refuge, rather than Craft and 
Falfhood. Cumming borders very near upon 
Craft, and Wifdom neither ufes nor wants it. 

2713 Our Fortunes and our Selves are fo 
clofely link’d, that it is exceeding dificult ta. 
know which of them caufeth Love and Refpeét 
to us whilft they hold together: But when they , 
rife and break, thou wilt evidently fee (tho* 
perhaps too. late) which was aimed at. | 

2714 Think, and think often of it, that thow 
fhalt end in. Death. “The People fhall talk of 
thee ‘a’ while good or bad, according as thou re 
ferveft, or evén as they pleafe. “ine Day 
fhail come‘to pafs, that it fhall be told of yee 
in the Neighbourhood, he is dead, 

aa 2715 If 
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2715 If thou liveft only to gratify thy fenfitive 
Appetite, thou art not a Man, but a Beaft: But 
if thou preferreft thy nobleft Reafon before thy 
Senfes, thou art a Man that deferveft Honour. 

1716 Judge not of Mens Managements at 
firft Sight. ‘There are a World of Proceedings 
that appear odd, and even ridiculous, which yet 

are grounded upon fecret Reafons, that are very 

folid and fubftantial, when they come to be 
rightly known. : 

2717 There is a particular Way of hearken- 
ing to ones felf, which thou muft avoid as being 
very unpleafing in Converfation : For it is as ri- 
diculous to hear ones felf in Company, as it is 
to talk when a Man is by himfelf. 

2718 In Times of great Joy or Grief, have 
a very great Guard upon thyfelf; for thou wilt 
thert be in Danger of fpeaking, or acting fomething, 
indecently or imprudently, of which thou may’ft . 
afterwards be afharmned, and forry for. : 

2719 Thou wilt not find it fo eafy 2 Matter 
to pleafe People as thou may’ft imagine. To 
compafs it well, there muft be an Intermixture 
of Dexterity and good Fortune, efpectally where 
thou wouldeft not do it by Flattery. 

- 2920 If thou knoweft, that God is angry 
with thee, thou muft look for Vengeance every — 
Hour, and therefore it behooves thee to make it. 
thy principal Care and Endeavour to avoid it, 
Le prefent Repentance and Amendment of 
Life. | i. ies 

272% When thou feeft one moved by 4 Paf- 
fion, let him alone, -right or wrong; he may 
poflibly do the fame for thee. The Storm. is be- 
got only by a Concurrence of Angers, which As 

~~ fily 
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fily kindle one another. Let every one have 
his own Way, fo fhalt thou be’ always at 
Peace. | 

‘2722 That thou may’ft habituate thy Fancy 
to meditate in fome Method, and to fome End, 
and to keep it from lofing itfelf in roving at ran- 
dom; it’s but to give it a Body, and book all 
the little Thoughts that prefent themfelves to 
thee. 

2723 It behooves thee to fee and ftudy thy 
Vices, that thou may’ft correét them: If thou 
concealeft them from others, commonly thou 
wilt conceal them from thyfelf, and wilt think 
thefe Sins are never clofe enough, if they be not ~ 
difguifed; and hid from thy Confcience. 

2724 I would have thee be fenfible of, and - 
feel thy Contentment and Profperity ; not.as: 
one that perceives it flide and pafs by, but as a 
Man that ftudies and ruminates upon it, to the 
End that thou may’ft render condign Thanks to. 
him that grants it to thee. - 

2725 Either the Thing thou forroweft for is: 
to be remedied, or it is not: Hit be, why doft 
thou fpend the Time in Mourning, which 
fhould be ufed in applying of Remedies? But if 
it be not, then is. thy Sorrow vain and fuper- 
fluous, as tending to no real Effect. ae 
1726 God is as exaétly careful of every: one 
of us, and all our Concerns, as if he had no- 
thing elfe to look after, therefore rely upon 
Tim. Thou wilt never have Quiet in this 
World if thou bufieft thyfelf about God’s Work, 
and neglecteft thy own, | 

_ 2727 Thou haét in thy own Life Sins enough, 
in thy own Mind 'Frouble enough, in thy own 
| oO _ Fortune 
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Fortune Evils enough, in the Performance of 
thy Offices Failings more than enough, to en- 
tertain thy own Enquiry, without being curious © 
after the Affairs of other Men. - 

2728 A little Vein of Folly or Whim may 
be pleafant and not amifs in thy Converfation ; 
becaufe ’twill give thee a Liberty of faying 
‘Things, that grave Men, tho’ they will not fay, 
yet may be willing to hear, 

2729 Shew not Honour, and Refpect, and 
Complaifance to every one alike ; nothing is fo 
naufeous as undiftinguifh’d Civility. ’Tis like 
a,Whore, or a Hoftefs, that looks kindly upon 
every Body that comes to be made a Prey of. 

2730 Praife ought to be confidered as the Sha- 
dow of a good Action, and follows it, and does 
not go before it: So that if thou doeft a good 
A@tion, that thou may’ft be praifed for it, thou 
reverfeft the Order of Things, and putteft that 
before which fhould come behind. | 

2731 One great Ufe of a Friend is, to difbur- 
then ones felf into. Too much Secrecy and 
Concealment may caufe the Wound of a terrify’d- 
Confcience to bleed inwardly, rankle, fefter, 
and grow defperate, whereas feafonable opening 
of it might have cleared and cured it.. : 

2732 Thou knoweft not thy own Strength 
for want of trying it, and upon that Account. 
thinkeft thyfelf really unable to do many. Things: 
which Experience would convince thee, thou 
haft more Ability to effect, than thou haft Will 
to attempt. 

2733 The Meafures that God marks out: to: 
thy Charity are thefe, thy Superfluities mutt 
give Place to thy Neighbour’ $ great Conve- 

nience, 
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nience. ‘Thy Convenience muft yield to thy 
Neighbour’s Neceflity: And laftly, thy very 
- Neceffities muft Yield to thy Neighbour’s. Ex- 
tremity.. | | 

2734 Never enter into a League of Friend-. 
fhip with one whom thou hait known to be an 
ungrateful Perfon to others; prefiume not to 
think thou fhailt be able to alter, or meliorate him 
by any Acts of Kindnefs, tho’ never fo frequent, 
never fo obliging. _ 

2735 As thou fhouldeft not open thy Ear ea- 

fily to every ill Report, and bad Character of o- 
thers, whom thou knoweft not; fo neither 
fhouldeft thou be too free of thy Tongue, in’ 
cenfuring thofe thou art not perfectly acquainted 
with. | “ 

2736 Pour not out lavifhly upon thy Friend. 
many Gifts or Kindnefles of any fort at once;_ 
but be a good Hufband, and drop him ever now 
and then one: fo fhalt thou by tying on frefh | 
Obligations frequently reriew and confirm the 
League of Amity. _ | o 

2737 Great Men will forget thee after thou: 
haft done them Service, and when they have. 
got what they wanted;—they will rather hate 
thee, for faying thou haft been a Means of 
their Purpofe, or Advancement, than acknow- 
ledge it. | Be | 

2738 Do not praife thyfelf, except thou wilt 
be counted a vain-glorious Fool, neither take 
Delight in the Praifes others give thee, unlefs _ 
thou deferveft them; and receive them only 
from fuch as are worthy and honeft, and withal 
warn thee of thy Faults. 
_ | 2739 Thou 
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2939 Thou may’st live very well contented, 
tho’ thou feeft Things go not as thou wifheft; 
if fo be thou art but willing to let them take 
their Courfe, and haft no Defire but this, that 
all may be, tho’ thou knoweft not how, to the 
Glory of God, and the general Good. | 

2740 To keep Company with Men of many 
different Qualities, and Attainments, thou muft 
alfo have fome for thy Share, that thou may’ft 
be able to fay fomething in thy Turn, and not. 
Be always a bare Hearer of other Peoples Dif- 
courfes. | 

2741 Whenever thou art tempted to the 
Commiffion of any thing that is ill; think with 
thyfelf, that Wickednefs will moft affuredly have 
quite another Afpect when it ftands in the. Sha- 
dow of Death, than it had m the dazling Beams 
of Health and Vigour. _ | 

2742 Shew not thyfelf joyful and pleafed at 
- the Misfortunes of any Man, tho’ thou hateft: 
him: It argues a mifchievous Mind, and that 
thou hadft a Defire to have done it thylelf, if 
oe hadft had Power or Opportunity to thy 

ill. 

2743 Be not like thofe vulgar Spirits, who 
intereft themfelves in all the Quarrels of States 
and Princes; and will always be Parties, on 
Purpofe to put themfelves in Choler, and be mi- 
ferable in the Misfortunes of others. ae 

2744 Thou wert better be an honeft Man, 
than a great Man. As faft as great Men purfue 
Promotion and Riches, fo faft alfo do Danger, 
Envy and Death purfue them; and not one a- 
monegft Numbers, but is overtaken before he ar- 
riveth at his Aim. . 

: 2745 Thy 
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2748 Thy. Life being appointed but a fhort 
Courfe, and the Courfe of a general Knowledge. 
being too long for it, thou art to endeavour for 
that Knowledge chiefly, which moft concerns 
thee; otherwife thou may’ft die at Iaft a good’ 
Aftronomer, and an evil Man. | 
2746 Take heed of thofe Men that are taci- 
turn, referved, and not foon moved; as for thofe 
paflionate Perfons who carry their Heat in their 
Mouth, they are rather to be pityed, than feared’;, 
their Threatnings ferving to no other Purpofe;, 
than to fore-arm him that is threatened. 

2747 Be not prefently angry with a Man for 
Breach of Promife, but confider. Reafon; for, 
there happen a thoufand Impediments, which 
may hinder a Man from keeping his Word: and 
every Thing that is promifed and not done, , is 
not therefore a Violation of Faith, or Breach of 
“Promife.. - 

"2748 Suffer not thyfelf ta be. impofed’ upon. 
by the great Appearances Men may make; for. 
Obfervation will often tell thee, that thofe who 
pretend to know more than-others, are moftly 
more ignorant than thofe that pretend to know. 
nothing. 

2749 One Month in the School of Affliation. 
will teach thee more than the great Precepts. of 
ade in feven Years; for thou canft never. | 

ge rightly of humane Affairs, unlefs thou haft 
_ firft felt the Blows, and’ found out the Deceits 
of Fortune. 

2750 Be not afhamed to bludi at Vice; it Iets 
the World know, that the Heart within hath an 
Inclination to Virtue: “Us believed, that “el 

| | ha 
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had been bad that are not, if they had not been 
bridled by a bafhful Nature. 

2751 Be not ridiculous and naufeous to the 
Company, like thofe who will preamble a Tale 
impertinently, and cannot be delivered of a Jeft, 
till they have travelled an Hour in‘Trivials; and 
fo fpoil a good Difh with improper Sawce, and 
difagreeable forced Meats. 

2752 If thou tranflateft any thing, affect not 

a verbal Nicety; becaufe the Spirit of two Lan- 
guages is commonly loft by it; and methinks, it 
refembles Arras Hangings turned the wrong Side 
outward: all the Figures appear mif-fhapen, and 
deformed. 
2753 Thou may’ ft make thyfelf learneder by 
Reading, but wifer only by regulating thy Ac- 
tions: Spend not all thy Vigour in Difcipline; 
in the Drefling-room of thy Soul; I would have 
thee come out, and live as well as think. 

2754 If thou art a wife Man, as foon as thou 
cafteft thy Eyes upon a good Man, thou wilt de- 
fire to imitate his Virtues; but whenever thou 
fixeft thy Sight upon a Man given up to his 
Vices, thou wilt miftruft thyfelf, and interro- 

‘gate, Am not I like that Man? i 

2755 Stand up ftrongly in thyfelf, and act by 
thy own Principles; great Spirits and valuable 
Men never fall by Example; the Crimes of o- 
thers give them fo much Horror, that they are 
‘never more ftrongly confirmed. in Good, than 
‘when they fee Evil committed. 

_.. 2756 Death grows on thee every Day; ’twas 

born with thee: Each Day thou dyeft’; for each 
Day fome Part of thy Life is gone. All thy paft 
Days are now no more: Nay, thou diyideft this 
: very 
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very Day; .this. very Minute. thou art reading” 
with Death.- ~~ 7 oe 

2757 If thou appeareft very forward and bufy 
in thrufting thyfelf into Bufinefs, and in giving 
others Counfel, ’tis a plain. Proof thou haft a 
great Conceit of thy own Abilities, and a great 
Defire to fhew it. | | 4 

2458 Have a care thou miftake not a nice 
Point of Honour with thy Friend; and break 

with him upon a filly Trifle, or perhaps a Mif- 

take: Thus thou wouldeft give the Lie to all 
“the Friendfhip thou haft profeffed for him, and 
go off with the handfome Character of Captious, 
and Fickle. _ 
_ 2759 In Converfation be calm and eafy, yet 
fubmit not blindly to any; but preferve the Li- 
‘berty of thy own Reafon: and if thou difputeft, 
‘let it be for Inftruction, not Victory, and yield 
to Truth as foon as ever it appears, and from 
whomfoever it comes. 

_ 2760 Happinefs of Life confifteth not in rai- 
fing thyfelf higher than thou art; but in leading 
a Life in Tranquillity and Eafe, conformable to 
what thou art: This would be to get above 
the Atmofphere of Clouds and Storms, and live 
in Heaven. | | oe 
| 2761 Life isa Circle and Viciflitude of Good 

and Evil, to which thou muft accommodate and 
- accuftom thyfelf. Thou may’ft grieve and be 
troubled never fo much, yet Things will have 
their Courfe. Thy Impatience and Vexing will 
not alter them, nor help thee. 

2762 In Matters of Slander, thou oughteft to 
fufpend thy Judgment, and examine the Thing ; 
and not, as the common Cuftom is, perfuade 
. -_ : | ~ thyfelf, 
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thyfelf, that cammian Report is fufficient war- 
‘rant for the Truth of the Matters. Popular O- 
pinion is the greateft Lie in the World. 

2763 Avoid Men that are Hot and Quarrel- 
fome ; they will affront thee for nothing, and 
urge Things beyond Reafon and Meafure. 
They will bring thee into Troubles, which thou 
wilt not eafily get out of. Keeping Company 
with fuch is living with Wolves, Bears, and 
Tygers. | 
_ 2764 To make thyfelf acceptable to thy 
Company, do not atways fpeak what thou 
thinkeft is Curious and Excellent; but entertain 
them with what they have fome Knowledge of, 
‘and with what they love and delight to hear. 

2765 Be not lavith in thy Praife or Difpraife 
of either Perfons or Things. Who can tell the 
Inconveniencies it may Occafion if another take 
up the Cudgels, and engage thee in a Difpute 
or Quarrel? What did not concern thee then 
to meddle withal, will now concern thee to 
‘maintain. i 4 | | 
_ 2766 If thou advifeft or reproveft, thou hadft 
need ufe all previous Arts. to vindicate the Sin- 
cerity of thy Purpofes, and to convince the 
Perfon admonifhed, that ’tis neither Spleen nor 
Prejudice, but the moft real exuberant Kindnefs, 
which prompts thee to infli€t thofe Wounds on 
a Friend. 

2767 If thou praifeft him who is thy Inferior 


or Equal, thou not only rendereft him more 


efteemed of others, but alfo tacitly teacheft thy 

‘Superiors ta place a greater Value upon thyfelf. 
_ 2768 Avoid being obftinate in any Argument, 
in a Matter efpecially which touches the oe 
: ion 
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fion of him thou converfeft with;. for in prefu- 

ming that: thou art in the right, ‘thou makeit a 
fecret Refle€tion upon him, which:is always ta- 
ken as very injurious, as betokening Scorn. 

2769 In fpeaking, patter not over what thou 
fayeft fo fwiftly, as to outrun the Imagination, 
Conception, and Attention of thofe that hear 
thee: If thou leaveft their Thoughts behind, 
they'll not wait upon thee; but go abroad upon 
_fomething elfe. 

2770 Set about what is aly, as tho’ it were 
dificult, and upon what is difficult, as tho’ it 
were eafy; the one for fear of Slackening, thro’ 
too much Prefumption ; the other for fear of lo- 
fing Courage, thro” too much Apprehenfion. 

. 2771 In a-married State take fpecial heed not 
to quarrel about fmall Matters; let none be Wit- 
‘nefs of your Fondnefs, or Diflike: Adjuft Dif- 
ferences in your own Houfe, not in your Neigh- 
 bour’s; never rip up old Sores 5 3 and difpute 
only of one Thing at once. 

2772 Affeét not fuch a Gravity as will make 
thee drag out thy Expreffions, and in every 
Word of three Syllables to make as many Pau- 
fes; this would be very uneafy. to an Auditor 
that’s a quick Thinker: for by continually check- 
ing and holding him back from his ufual Pace, 
“it would chafe him, and quite tire-him. 

2773 If thou fuffereft thyfelf to be hurried in- 
‘fo an Excefs of Concern, when thou findeft thy- 
‘felf injured, thou thereby fatisfyeft the Defign 
of him that fought to offend thee; and rendereft 
thy Enemy pleafed, when thou piveft him Tetfti- 
mony, that he hinders thee from being fo. 


2774 If 
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2974 If thou harboureft, and liveft with falfe 
Opinions, unreafonable Defires, fond Affections, 
ungrounded Hopes, vain Fears, &c. thou wilt 
be no longer quiet, than the World pleafeth ; thy 
Peace will be at the Mercy of every Report, and 
of all the evil Accidents that happen in theWorld. 

2775 Ufe not to carry it alike to all, as your 
fmooth. plaufible Men do: If thou fheweft Re- 
fpect to good, well-deferving Gentlemen, they 
will be wholly thine; but if thou affordeft the 
fame Regard to Scoundrels, they will become 
infolent, and injurious to thee: Give not Pearls 
to Hogs. : 

2776 Thou may’ft as well expeé to grow 
ftronger by always eating, as wifer by always — 
reading ; for much overcharges Nature, and turns 
more into Difeafe, than Nourifhment: ’Tis thy 
Thought and Digeftion which makes Books fer- 
viceable to thee, and gives Health and Vigour 
to thy Mind. | 
_ 2777 If thou dependeft wholly upon thy own 
Experience, thou haft but a few Materials to 
work upon; thou art confined to narrow Limits 
~ both of Place and Time, and art not fit to draw 

a large Model, and to pronounce upon any Bafi- 
nefs that is complicated and unufual. 7 
2778 If thou takeft Meafures wholly from 
Books, without looking into Men and Bufinefs, 
thou art like one travelling in a Map, where the 
Countries: and Cities are well enough diftine 
guifhed, yet Villages and private Seats are either 
overlooked, or too generally marked, for a:‘Stran~ 
gertofindg | 2 8 
— 2999 If thou canft chufe thy Bufinefs and 
Diverfions, canft avoid difagzreeable Company, 
and be alone when thy Humour and Qccafions 

i ze Gs. _ require 
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‘gequire it, and haft pretty good Health, andaCom- 
petency.to live upon; thou may’ft pity the Rich, 
‘the Great, and the Honourable of the Earth. 

2780 If thou art pleafed with Gawdinefs of 
Habit, with Gingles, and falfe Ornaments in 
Difcourfe, with Antick Motions and Buffoonifh 
Geftures, ’tis a Sign that thy Inclinations are 
trifling, and thy Judgment vulgar and unpo- 
lifhed. Pe. a 

2781 In frequent, long, needlefs, and imper- 
tinent Vifits, thou not only murdereft thy own 
‘Time, which thou fhouldeft employ better; but 
doft alfo rob them, who would perhaps chufe 
to make better ufe of theirs,if it were not taken 
away by fuch as underftand little elfe than fuch 
bare Forms of miftaken Civility. 

2782 It will be very ufeful for thee to be 
prefent with dying Perfons, that thou may’ft 
confider what thou art thyfelf; and alfo, that 
whatfoever thou feeft deteftable in them, thou 
amay’ft avoid ; and whatfoever good, thou may’ ft 
imitate: for at that Inftant it commonly appears 
what Faith and Confidence a Man hath. 

2783 I would not have thee keep Company 
‘much with that idle Sort of Men, who minding 
Fancies and Pleafures, endeavour in their whole 
Life nothing but to fet, or fow abroad in a Com- 
monwealth, Thiftles, Thorns, and noifomW eeds 
of Mens Wit; and not to cultivate the whole- 
fome Fruits of Honefty, Truth and common 
Good. | 

2784 Generofity wrong placed becometh a 
Vice; a Princely Mind will undo a private Fa- 
mily; the Expectations of. the World are beft 
an{wered by acquitting thyfelf in that Manner, 
which is prefcribed to thee by thy Condition, 

| ; Go and 
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aad not by running upon fuch Things as belong 
not to thee. 

2785 Thou art not born for thyfelf onely, 
but by the very Condition of thy Nature, art ob- 
lig’d to confecrate thy Life to the Service of o- 
thers; “tis a reciprocal Debt, from which no 
Man is free; every Man owes fomething to his 
Relations, more to his Friends, but moft of all 
to the Publick. 

2786 Thou may’ft be happy any where, if 

‘thou knoweft how to be contented. Nature is 
ferved with a little: If thy Fortune be not ex- 
tended to the larger Meafure of thy Wifhes, thou 
muft contract and adequate thy Mind to thy For- 
tune, and that will bring all right. 

_ 2787 Account him thy Friend, that tells thee 

privately thofe Faults that thou obferveft not in 
thyfelf; is it not better, that he {peak ill of thee 
to thy Face, than that others fhould behind thy 
Back: fo kind a Piece of Service is fo far from 
meriting thy Difpleafure, that it highly defer- 
veth thy Thanks. 

-_ 2788 If thou canft hufband Time well, thou 
wilt have no Reafon to complain that thy Life 
is too fhort; for if thou makeft Advantage of all 
the infinite Occafions that prefent themfelves to 
thee, thou wilt anticipate Time itfelf. , 

2789 If thou art falfly accufed, have Patience - 
a while, when thy Innocence comes to be clear- 
ed, the Calumnies of the Envious and Spiteful, 
inftead of eclipfing, will add more Luftre to 
thee; and the harder the Ball is ftruck, the 
higher it will rebound. | 

2790 If thou feareft not Death fo much as an. 
ill Life ; if thou thinkeft Impatience and Mur-. 
muring worfe than the oe if thou ce 

rile 
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' Pride to be the greateft Reproach; and takeft 
Covetoufnefs to be the bafeft Poverty: theh thou 
canft feef no harm by Death, or Sicknefs, or 
‘corn, or Want. , 
2791 If thou art remarkably obliging, thou 
_ art almoft Proof againft the Malicious; they’ll 
be afraid of attacking one fo fortifyed in publick 
Efteem, and under fo facred a Chara&ter; tho’ 
thy Virtue may be oyerlooked, yet the Infamy 
‘of the Action againft thee will prevent an In- 
jury. | 
° 2792 Atgue not with a Man whom thou 
knoweft to be of an obftinate Humour; for 
when he is once contradiéted, his Mind is barr’d 
up againft all Light and Information: Argu> 
ments, tho* never fo well grounded, do but 
provoke him, and make him eyen afraid to be 
convinced of the Truth. . 

2793 I hope thou wilt never be fo. Romantic 

an Hero, as to fall in love with a Face, with- 
out a Fortune; a poor Marriage (like a Father’s 
Theft or Treafon) entails Shame and Mifery up- 
on Pofterity; who receive littl Warinth from 
the Beauty of their Mother. - 
2794 I have fo often obferved, that Things 
Jooked upon as defperate, have fetched about to 
a hopeful Condition; and Things that looked 
well, have proved otherwife: that I advife thee 
to ftay to fee what comes of it, and never go a- 
bout to foretel pofitively any thing. ae 

2795 Beware of telling an improbable Truth, 
efpecially to thofe that are not well acquainted 
with thee; for if they conceive thou believeft it 
not thyfelf, they'll refent it ill, as fuppofing thou 

_ takeft them for Perfons to be put upon: if ee 
Oe think 
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think thou daft believe it, they'll defpifé thee, 
as one that is foolifhly credulous. 

296 Think not of true Amity with a cove- 
tous Man; he can never bea real Friend to any, 
for he loves his Money better than his Friend: 
he never parteth with any thing barely to do an- 
other a Kindnefs, but to fetch in Intereft; and 
if he ever ferves thee, he overvalues his Benefit. 
and never thinks he has Thanks enough. 

2797 If thou wouldeft know a Man’s Quali- 

ties, ‘Tempers, and Inclinations, thou muft ob- 

ferve him in his common Hours, when he is re-. 
creating ; idle, or upon no Bufinefs that requires 

Theught: for then he’ll be carried along by the 
mere Current of his Nature. 
. 2%98 If thou wouldeft find out a Man’s Abi- 

lities, confider the whole Courfe of his Life in 

general, and his Management of Affairs in parti- 
cular; thefe will tell thee what he can, and what 
he ufeth to do: thefe will enable thee’ to make 
fome Judgment .of his Parts, Prudence, Dexte- 

‘rity, and Application. 
-. 2799 But as to his Friendthip and Fidelity, 

-and.as to what thou art to hope, or fear from. 
bin; fome are fo crafty, and fome fo unfteddy, 
that thou camt have no Affurance, but from Ex-. 
perience only, and that is oftentimes very coftly. 

2800 If thou haft enough to anfwer thy com 
-mon:Conveniencies of Life, and art therewith: 

content, thou art richer than he whofe Revenues. 
is a thoufand times greater, if it be not equal to: 
his State and-Occafions, or to his Vanities and 
Appetites. 
_ aor Tho’ any one would fooner oblige a 
grateful Man than an ungrateful; yet this fhould 
not hinder thee. from doing good. ao to a Per- 
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fon that is known to be ungrateful;: only with 
this Difference, that thou art to ferve the one 
in all Extremities, with thy Life and Fortune, 
but. the other no farther than ftands with thy 
- Convenience. 

z80z Every one looks before and about him, 
but look thou into thyfelf; have little other Bu- 
finefs, but thyfelf; eternally meditate upon thy- 
felf; controll and rectify thyfelf; enjoy and tafte 
_ thyfelf: OtherMens Thoughts are ever wandering 
_ abroad when they fet themfelves to Thinking; 
but do thou for thy part circulate in thyfelf. 

2803 It would be an idle Conceit in thee, if 
thou fhouldeft expect, and depend upon it, to 
die of a mere Decay of Nature, and a wearing 
eut of the Body, which is the laft Effects of the 
extreameft Age; and to propofe to thyfelf rio 
fhorter Leafe of Life than that; confidering it is 
a kind of Death of all others the moft rare, and 
hardly feen. : ma 

2804 ’Tis the greateft Folly imaginable, that 
the Goods of Fortune fhould ever fufficiently © 
arm us againft the Accidents of Fortune: ’tis 
with thy own Arms of Patience and Content, 
that thou art to fight her: Accidental ones will 
betray thee in the Pinch of the Bufinefs. 

2805 It will fhew moft notable Wifdom in 
thee, if thou doubteft of thyfelf, and art eafily 
convinced of thy Errors, and thankeft thy Friend 
for fhewing of them to thee: As alfo if thou 
thinkeft that there is moreWifdom and Goodnefs 
in the World than thou canft pretend to; and if 
thou longeft and endeavoureft to attain to more. 

2806 In Profperity when Men have many 
Friends, and all Things at a cheap Rate, ’tis 
good to lay up fomewhat for bad Weather; for 

| there 
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there is Want of every thing in Adverfity : Thor 
wilt do well not to neglect thy Friends when 
thou ftandeft in no need of them: a Day may 
eemie when thou wilt think thyfelf happy to have 
fome then, whom thou careft not for at prefent. - 
2807 The breaking off in the midft of what 
thou waft about to fay, as if thou takedft thyfelf 
up, will breed greater Appetite in him with whom 
thou-conferreft, to know more; and by thisTrick. 
thou fhalt know. whether he counted the Matter 
of much Concern to him. 
28o8: If thou performeft what hath not been 
attempted before, or attempted, and given o’er, 
_or hath been atchieved, but not with fo good. 
~Circumftances, thou fhalt purchafe more Honour 
than by affecting a Matter of greater Difficulty, 
or Virtue, wherein thou art but a Follower of. 
another. 
. 2809 Is it not 4 Bufinefs of lefs Difficulty, to 
be peaceable and quiet, than ever contending, 
quarrelling and falling out with our Neighbours? 
And what Toil is there in fitting ftill, and not fo 
much as lifting up our Hands; and on the other 
fide, what Labour and Pains in fighting, and beat- 
ing, and wounding one another f 
2810 Salvation, and Damnation, are Things 
of no. common Importance; and therefore it 
highly concerns. thee not to be miftaken in the 
Notion thou formeft to thyfelf of Religion; for 
the Nature of Things will not be altered by thy 
_Fancies; nor will God be mocked, or impofed 
ypon. | 
2811 As thou fhouldeft learn on the one hand, 
in all thy Needs to make thy Application to God, 
from whom cometh down every good, and eve-.. 
ry perfect Gift; fo on the other, not fo whally | 
Oe G 4 to 
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to depend on the divine Care and Affiftance, as 
to omit taking Care thyfelf, and ufing thy own 
utmoft Endeavours. | 

2812 Whilft Men are Meri, they will have 
fome Imperfections; and if thou canft not bear 
with it, but groweft zealous againft them, thou — 
wilt be worfe thyfelf, by giving way to Pee- 
vifhnefs, and proud Cenforioufnefs.. And let 
me tell thee, if thou art too bufy to tax and 
judge others, thou wilt never grow better thy-- 
felf. | 

- 2813 If it thall pleafe God to fend thee fome 
little Comfort, take that as an Earneft of more: 
And if he exercife thee with leffer Crofles, take 
_ them as Preparatives to greater. Have no Wilk 
of thy: own, but endeavour to be thankful for 
the one, and patient in the other, and contented 
with God’s Hand in both, = : 

_ 2814 There.is a certain Temper very Nice 
to hit in our Carriage to Perfons above us, fo 
as to dllow ourfelves the Freedom that is ne- 
ceflary to divert and entertain them; and yet to 
take none that ace be any way offenfive, or 
break im upon the Honour and Refpe& due to 
their Quality. : : 

2815 Tho’ thou art not to publifh thy Faults 
in a fhamelefs, impudent Way; yet if (when 
they are vifible) thou art told of them, thou dif- 
owneft, excufeft, or even extenuateft them, thou 
doft thereby but fet them more in the Light, 
and makeft them greater. 

2816 To make a Denial go down well, and 
fupply a Kindnefs which thou muft not grant, 
if thou manageft it with good Advice, foft and 

civil Expreflions, good Humour and Courtefy ; 
thou wilt by thefe give more Satisfaction to a 
| Man 
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Man of Generofity and Underftanding, than by 
a Favour coldly or rudely granted. 

2817 Let a poftive Man go on in his Way, . 
‘and ftand not up againft him. ‘When he hath: 
once begun to difpute any Thing, .his Mind is. 
barred up againft all Licht, and better Informa- 
tion. Oppofition provokes him, tho’ there be. 
mever fo good Ground for it: And he feems to: 
‘be afraid of nothing more, than left he fhould be: 
convinced of the Truth. | 

2818 Envy not Men their great Riches. Such.. 
Burthens would be too heavy for thee. Thow: 
wouldeft not be willing to facrifice as they do,.. 
Health, Quiet, Honefty, and Confcience, to ob-- 
tain and to keep them,. ‘This would be to pay 

fo deat for-them, that thou wouldett lofe by the 
‘Bargain. 

| 2819 Receive the Fury and Thdiferetion of o-- 
thers with a foft and gentle Anfwer, and that is - 
Tike a Stone received falling with Violénce into : 
a Bed of Mofs: it will foon lie quiet without re-- 
bluse whereas Retorts make. the Conten--- 
tion violent and injurious to both Parties... 

‘2820 Reputation. would not.be very highls 
‘valued by thee; if thou. didft but ferioufly aoe 
der how very unjuft the Generality of Men are,.. 
‘both in giving it, and in taking it away. Thon 
fhouldeft cantent thyfelf to deferve it, by thy 
‘geod Behaviour; and when.that:Care is taken, . 
‘not to be over anxious about the Succefs..— 

2821 The moft tolerablé Sort of Revenge 
is. for thofe Wrongs-which-there ‘is no Law to 
‘redrefs, But. then thou mutt take heed, that the. 
‘Revenge Be fuch as there is no Law, either Di-. 
vine or Humane to punifh.; elfe thy Enemy ts. 
Rill before-hand, andit istwo:forone: . 

&. $4 2832: - Think 
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2822 Think it not an Excellence to be able 
to overflow the Company with a Torrent of 
Words. ‘Talking all is fo great a Fault, both in 
Bufinefs and Converfation, that any thing that 
is good is doubly fo, if it be fhort. And we of- 
ten gain by Brevity, what we fhould have loft by 
being tedious. 

2823 It’s an excellent Way to gain the Heart, 

and conquer the Will of another, to go and fub- 
mit, and intruft thy Perfon to him: Provided it 
appears that thou doft it frankly, and withour 
_ the Conftraint of Neceffity, out of a pure and 
entire Confidence in him; at leaft, with a 
Countenance clear from any Cloud of Sufpi- 
cion. 
2824 If thou wouldeft not render thyfelf un- 
fit for Society, hate not Opinions contrary to thy 
_,own, And be not angry with Men for their be- 
ing of another Senfe and Party than thou art. 
The moft general Way that Nature has follow- 
ed is Variety, and that alfo more perhaps in 
Souls than in Bodies. 

2825 Thou art very miferable if thou hat 
not at home where to be by thyfelf, where to 
entertain thyfelf alone, to conceal thyfelf from 
_ others. Ambition fufficiently plagues her Profe- 
_Tytes by keeping them always in Shew and in 
Publick, like a Statue in a Street. 

12826 Provoke not even a patient Man too 
far; extreme Sufferance when it comes to dif- 
folve, breaks out into the moft fevere Revenge ; 
for taking Fire at laft, Anger and Fury being 
combined in one, difcharge their utmoft Force 
at the firft Blaft. Irarumque omnes effundit ba- 
benas. 

2827 oe heed of uttering any ‘Thing that 
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carries with it a Face of Improbability ; for to. 
be falfe, and to be thought falfe is all one in Re- 
fpeét of Men, who take Matters not according 
to Truth, but their own Apprehenfion. 

2828 To quicken the Memory of paft Kind- 
nefles thou haft doné to any one, is a very nice 
Point to manage, fo as to avoid the Imputation 
of Difcourtefy : For it’s apt to look like up- 
braiding, and over-valuing thy Courtefy, wifh- 
ing thou hadft not done it, and calling him un- 
grateful. 

2829 If thou haft a Suit to any one, af 
thinkeft it will be difficult to fpeed, come upon 
him unexpectedly, and pufh it home at once. 
_Suddem Surprizal quickens the Party to Atten+ 
tion, and cuts off Deliberation for Objections, 
while he is yet unprovided of Excufes. 

2830 Sufpect that plaufible and fair Language 
that feems to come with fomething of Straining, 
and looks not purely natural, and is accompa- 
nied with a flattering Face, and artful Screw- 
ings of the Body ; and fo much the more ftill 
from one whofe Perfon may render him fufpi- 
cious. ; 

2831 Such as thy ordinary Thoughts and u-+ 
fual Cogitations are, fuch will thy Mind be in- 
Time ; for the Soul doth as it were receive its 
Tincture from the Fancy and Imagination: Die 
it therefore, and thoroughly foak it with the 
Affiduity of-the beft Cogitations, upon profitable 
Subjects. 

2832 This Day only is thine. Thou art 
dead to yefterday, and thou art not yet born to 
the morrow. If therefore thou enjoyeft the 
Prefent, and it be good, thou enjoyeft as much 
as is pofithle: But if thou lookeft abroad,. and. 
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bringett into one Day’s Thoughts, the Evil of 
amany, certain and uncettain, that will be as in- 
tolerable, as it is unreafonable. 

2833 Reprehenfion be it juft or unjuft, come 
it from the Mouth of a Friend or a Foe, if thou 
art wife will never do thee Harm ; for if it be 
true, thou haft a warning to amend; if it be 
falfe, that haft a Caveat what to avoid. So eve- 
ry Way it may be of Ufe to thee to make thee 
better, or warier, 

2834 As to the Matter of Friendfhip, I would 
have thee-underftand, that the Friendthip of 
great Men hath much Honour, but fmall Secu- 
rity ; of meaner Men lefs Credit, but more Sweet- 
_ nefs. But that of Equals is ever beft fodered, 

dince that Sort of Life being much of a Height, 
their Thoughts run parallel, and are not like to 
crofs. 

2835 Couldeft thou pafs the World without 
meeting Vice and Villany, then the Knowledge 
of Virtue and Innocence alone would be fufli- 
cient: But that’s not poflible, and therefore it is 
neceflary, that thou add the Arts of Converfa- 
tion and Bufinefs, which are.not to be had with- 
_ out Experience. 

2836 Be not thou one of thofe idle and Hber- 
tine Livers who are always complaining, that 
Life is fhort, and yet throw away Abundance of 
it, and are weary of its Parts. ‘They camphin 
the Day is long, and the Night is long, and 
they want Company, and feek out Inventions to 
drive Time away, and then lament becaufe it is 
gone too foon. 

2837 There are certain. Moments of our 
Lives wherein Fate feems delighted to mock 
our Wit and Panes and to baffle our sr 
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eft Caution, ‘and ridicule all our Conduéts. 
From hence thou art to learn the Leffon of Re- 
fignation, and of nat prefuming too much on 
thyfelf. 

2838 If thou committeft thofe Things which. 
thou inwardly condemneft, and art in continual 
Pain, left they fhould come to Light ; if thow 
art perpetually vexed at thy own F olly, and a= 
fraid not only of the Reflections of others, but 
of thy own: I tell thee this is a great Evil, and 
a moft miferable Life. 

2839 Thou canft never in this World ratio- 
nally account thyfelf fecure and fafe from Mis- 
fortunes, unlefs thou couldeft command all the . 
Chances in the World. Poflibilities are as infi- 
nite as God’s Power. And whatfoever may 
come to pafs, no Man can certainly fay fhall 
not come to pafs. 

2840 As thou Joveft the Peace and Quiet of 
thy Life avoid fpeaking, either in Jeft or other- 
.wife, whatfoever may “tend towards the difcre- 
diting af any. A Difgrace put upon a Man in 
Company is infupportable, and is heightened ac- 
cording to the Greatnefs, and multiply’d accor- 
ding to the Number of the Perfons that hear it. . 

2841 Have not fo high an Opinion of any 
mortal Man as to believe him perfect, but make 
Allowances to even the wifeft and the beft: For 
every one has his. genial Vice, his conftitutional 
Errors; and tho’ he may appear a prudent Man, 
and a Saint im all Things elfe, yet in thefe he 
will ftill be a weak Man, and a Sinner. : 

2842 How ineffable an Happinefs wilt thou: 
poffefs if thou canft once attain to have thy Souk 
fo feated, that which way foever It turns its 
Kye, the Heaven is calm and ferene about RCs 
. . 2 ° 
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No Defire, no Fear, or Doubt that trouble the 
Air, nor any Difficulty paft, prefent, or to 
come, that thy Imagination may not pafs over 
without Offence. , 
2843 Thou may’ft gather the Difpofition and 
Temper of a Man, as well from his Companion 
and Affociate as from himfelf. And it holds in © 
Qualities, as it doth in Perfons; it being fel-_ 
dom, if ever known, that any great Virtue or 
Vice went.alone. For Greatnefs in every Thing 
will ftill be attended on. . a 
2844. If ever it comes to this, that thou canft 
fay of thy Confident, that he would have deceiv- 
ed thee, thou haft faid enough to annihilate and 
abolifh all Pretences. of Friendfhip. And it 
would be an intolerable Impudence in him, to 
offer at the Name of Friendfhip after fuch an 
Attempt. 7 i” 
284.5-It’s much fafer to reconcile an Enemy: 
to thee than to conquer him. Victory. deprives 
him of his Power a while, but Reconciliation 
of his Will: And there is lefs Danger in a Will 
which will not hurt, than in a Power which 
cannot. The Power is not foapt totempt the Will, 
as the Will is ftudious to find out means, 
2846 I would not have thee be too fevere 
upon thyfelf, and over fcrupulous in the Ufe of 
the good Things, that God brings thee: For I 
think. nothing more lawful than moderately to 
fatisfy the Defires of Nature, fo as they infringe 
not Religion, hurt not. thyfelf, nor offend: hu- 
mane Society. . | | | 
2847 Do not wholly overlook the Advice of 
mean Perfons ; there is fome Reafon why thou 
fhouldeft be beft directed by thofe that are be- 
low thy Condition; for while a Superior is fud- 
den; 
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den, fearlefs, imperious, and peremptory; an 
Inferior will premeditate the beft he can, left he 
_ might difpleafe or mifcarry.. 

2848 Take heed how thou placeft thy good 
Will upon any other Ground than Proof of Vir- 
tue; fince neither Length of Acquaintance, nor 
mutual Secrefies, nor Greatnefs of Benefits can - 
bind a favage Heart ; no Man being good to o- 
thers in Verity, that is not good inhimfelf. 

2849 If-thou chiefly intendeft Applaufe in thy 
AGtions, thou wilt commonly mifs it. If thou 
repardeft thy Actions moft, thou wilt generally 
gain it. He that fhoots for a Wager muft have 
his Eye more upon the Mark than the Money 
If he hits the one he takes the other. 7 
2850 If thou giveft up thyfelf to Lazinefs 
and Sloth, thy Life will be the moft tedious 
and perplexed of all Mens. But induftrious 
Perfons have both the Comfort. of effetting their 
Purpofes, and preventing the Calamities which - 
humane Condition is liable to, and which im- 
petuoutly falls on the Sluggard. 

2851 Scorn not fometimes to: hear ordinary 
Folks talk, thou wilt meet among them now 
and then Things thou art not ufed to; and 
there is hardly fo defpicable a. Fellow in the 
World, who may not chance to give an Hint 

“to, or even teach an inquifitive Mind fomething 
to which he was a Stranger before: _ 

2852 If thou once giveft thyfelf over to a 
Spirit of Difcontent, nothing fhall' be able to 
pleafe thee. Thou wilt then murmur at Provi- 
dence,. and caft Obloquies on the Ways of God, 
as if the Order of all Things, and the eftablifh- 
ed Oeconomy of _the Univerfe ought to be 
changed to gratify thy Humours, 
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, 2853 The Vice and Debauchery of another: 
fhould never be the Subject of thy Talk : Not of 
thy Friend, becaufe thou loveft him; not of 
thy Foe becaule he is fo; for that will be con- 
firued Treachery to the one, and Flatred to the 
other. 
2154 Shun all Debates i in Matters not under- 
rood by thofe thou coriverfeft with ; for they 
ii not perhaps humble enough to fubmit to 
thy. Judgment, will immediately oppofe thy 
cl ay And if fuperier to thee in Quality 
pretend to the Advantage ‘by Authority, when 
Reafon ferves not their Turn. 

2855 Vexnot thyfelf when ill fpoken of. Con- 
tumelies not recarded, vanifh; but repined at, ar- 
gue either a puny Soul, ora guilty Conicience. 
‘The beft Anfwer to a Slander j is, to anfwer no- 
thing; and fo to carry it, as tho’ the porenary 
‘were rather to be defpifed than minded. 

2856 It’s not advifable for thee to be too au- 
ftere to thyfelf; I would have thee take the Be- 
nefit of proper Recreations, at proper Times. 
‘By our natural Make our Minds are not always 
to be fcrewed up to the Height, but allowed to 
defcend to thofe Eafinefles of Converfe and Plea- 
fures, which may entertain the lower pace 
of the Soul. | 

2857 Thofe Freedoms thou ufeft to a Man’s 
Face, as they are more moderate, fo are they 
more equitable ; ‘becaufe thou expofeft thy- 
felf to the like from-him. ‘But the Back-blows 
are difmgenuous, and give Sufpicion thou in 
tendeft not a fair Trial of Wit, but a eaiblae | 
‘Murder of a Man’s Fame. 

2858 By ‘Trifles and unheeded common 
‘Things of Life, thou aay -difcover Mens 

Qualitics, 
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Qualitiés, Tempers, and Inclinations, better 
_ than by their greater ACtions: Becaufe in Mat- 
ters of Importance they ftrain themfelves, but 
in lefler Things they heedlefly follow the Cur- 
sent of their own Natures. 

2859 Keep Formality above Board, and.Wif- 
dom under Deck ; for nothing will give a grea- 
ter Stop to thy Affairs, than to be efteemed wife 
by them thou art to deal with. It will beget 
Jealoufies in them, and thy Wifdom will be but 
an Alarm to them, never to come unprovided, 
when they have any Concern with thee. 

2860 If thou beeft pleas’d with thy Fortune 
and Self, who can add to thy Happinefs? Mo- 
derate Things are beft. As no Man lives fo 
happy, but to fome his Life would feem un- 
pleafant ; fo. we fhall find none fo miferable, 
but dne fhail hear of another that would: change 


 Calamittes with him. - 


2861 Live well, and make Virtue thy Guide, 
and then tet Death come fooner or. Jater, it mat- 
ters not. Then *twill be a friendly Hand that 
opens the Gate to.a certain Happinefs; and puts 
an End, not only to thy doubtful and allayed 
Pleafures, but to all thy Sorrows and Miferies 
alfo 
2862 Thou wilt never be better pleafed, than 
when thou haft much to do of fuch Things 
as thou knoweft thyfelf able to go thro’ with. — 
For Bufinefs by its Motion addeth Heat, and a 
delightful Vigour to the Spirits; while the un- 
employed, like ftanding Water, SURE with 
their own Idlenefs. . 

2863 How far foever thou may’ft think thy- 
felf to. be out of the Jurifdi€tion of fome Paf- 
— which thou haft not yet had Occafion to 
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ftriyzele with; yet thou art to believe, thow art 
no lefs liable thereto, than thou art to fall Sick 
when thou art in Health: — . 

2864 When thou art liberal‘of thy Remon- 

ftrances and Reprehenfions towards thofe whom 
thou thinkeft guilty of Mifcarriages, betray not 
therein more Pride than Charity,. but let thy re- 
proving proceed rather from thy Defire of their 
Reformation, than from an Infinuation,. that 
thou art not chargeable with the like Faults. _ 
. 2865 If thou.art wife thou wilt never fall in 
Love with a mere Corpfe,. becaufe well colour- 
ed, or (what is worfe) a Body with an ill Soul 
in it. When good: People love, tho’ their Beau- 
ty and Bodies fhould decay, yet their Souls.may 
be ftill in Love with one another, which is far 
more excellent: than bodily Love. 
. 2866. If thou writeft any thing, ftuff not thy 
Difcourfe with needlefs Citations of Authors, 
and the witty Sayings of Others: For this.would 
_ be to make‘a Feaft of Vinegar and Pepper, which 
may be, when moderately ufed in Sawces, grate- 
ful enough, but muft needs be improper and of- 
fenfive to be fed upon as a Diet.. 

2867 Frequently remember thou art Mortal. 
It’s a great Error to place Death at a great Di- 
_ ftance, fmce. great Part of it is come even now, 
and it brufhes as it glides along: All our paft 
Life being in the Arms of Death. already, which 
gradually devours each Day, each Hour, each 
Minute.. 

2868 Take not up that filly Conceit, that 
Men without Learning, are alfo without Under-. 
ftanding. It’s Matter of Fact, and-Apparent in 
ali Ages, that fome fuch have been ever Prodi- 
gies for Ability and Management. For it’s-not 

to 
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to be believed, that Wifdom fpeaks to her Dif 
ciples only in "Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. 

2869 Set up a ftri€t and impartial Court of 
Inguifition in thy Breaft; fearch. into the in- 
moft Recefles of thy Soul, and examine thofe 
Actions which no Eye can fee: for innate Self- 
Jove, and natural Complacency, makes us un- 
apt and loth to condemn ourfelves in any thing 
wherein we conjecture others cannot. 

2870 The good Will and Favour of the 
Company is as well gotten by fometimes giving © 
Ear courteoufly, as by fpeaking pleafantly ; for 
they believe thou thinkeft well of them, when 
thou art attentive to their Talk, and pleafant 
Speech ferveth to no Manner of Purpole, if it 
be not hearkened to. 

2871 If an Angel from Heaven fhould tell 
thee monftrous and incredible Stories of Things 
repugnant:-to common Senfe, and the Reafon of 
Mankind, thou fhouldeft defire him to excufe. 
thee if thou fufpendeft thy Belief. 

2872 When thou art with Women, enter 
not into Difpute and Contention with them, 
nor feek to get the better in Reafoning with 
them. For by thwarting and obftinate Dealing 
there. is nothing gotten at their Hands, but 


~ -Uit-will. T herefore it is better to footh them than 


thwart them.in their Sayings. 

2873 Heat and Vivacity, without Judgment 
will expofe thee to Contempt. Thou wert bet- 
ter pafs for one that is grave before his Time,_ 
or even a little Empty, than for a naufeoufly 
pert young Fool, that fpeaks almoft before 

Things come into his Head, not regarding. the 

Company, or feeing the Confequence. 
2874 Carry it kindly to all whom thy Em- 
se a 
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ployment, Bufinefs, or common -Civility obli- 
ges thee to be in Company with. Upon all Oc- 
-cafions obferve their Humours and Inclinations,,. 
and approve, or at leaft excufe their Condudt: 
So fhalt thou never want an Orator to plead 
for and vindicate thee upon Occafion. 

2875 If thou beeft naturally a littl Rough, 
and fomething Unpolifhed, or otherwife haft 
not the Gift of Pleafing, then let thy other Ac- 
quifitions and Merits be what they will, affure: 
thyfelf thou {halt never be well: received into So- 
ciety. If thou canft not be complaifant to o-. 
thers, others will never.be fo to thee. — ; 

2876 Thou may’ft hate (I allow) common. — 
Converfation, where all the Talk is trifling Im-. 
-petinence, or dull Gravity ; hut thou may’ft 
Jove it as much where it is innocent, merry and: 
entertaining, where it refrefhes thy weary Mind, 
‘and makes thee pafs fome of thy Moments in. 
Pleafureand Delight. = == . 

2877 It’s better to extol the Thoughts of thy. 

Companion than thy own. By this Means thou 
wilt make it known, that thou art able to judge 
of good Things, and art willing to allow him 
the Efteem he merits, and that thou art not affe- 
€ted and conceited with what thou fayeft thy{felf. 
_ 2873 Do not alway the fame Thing; that 
would make thy Life tedious. Join Pleafure 
with Profit, and make Recreation tread upon 
the Heels of Labour. When thou art wearied 
with Bufinefs, go fee thy. Friends, and enjoy 
Converfation, Reecad. to know when to 
keep Company, and when to quit it difcreetly. 

2879 Thou oughteft not to have a Tender- 
nefs of Confcience for one Commandment of 
God, more than for another. Some fait Fri- 

| days 
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days and Saturdays, but will not forfake a be- 
loved Sin. Others give largely to the Poor, but 
will not be reconciled to an Enemy. Others 
make a Scruple of all Things, but fuch only as 
they have a Paffion for. 

2880 Do not fuffer thyfelf to be rafhly tranf- 
ported. Lay a Foundation of Prudence againft 
all Accidents of Life that may difturb thee. Look 
upon thyfelf as.if thou wert environed with E- 
nemies, and ready to be affaulted, and think of 
all Things for thy Defence. If thou doft thus, 
Anger fhall feldom furprize thee. 

2881 Praife whatever thou efteemeft Praife- 
worthy; but be wary in paffing Sentence upon 
what thou thinkeft blameable.. Do not fet up 
thyfelf fora Judge of the Actions of others: But 
if thou beeft prefled and obliged to fpeak thy Opi- 
nion, let it be as favourable as the Truth of the 
Matter will allow. Weall want Pardon. _ 

_ 2882 To the End that Death may not take 
from thee the Goods that thou poffefleft, and all _ 
the Pleafures thou enjoyeft; deprive thyfelf (ef- 
pecially when old) by little and little of both the 
one and the other, and then Death will have lit- 
tle more to do, and cannot do much Harm. It 
will not com€ fo foon for the moft Part, nor af- 
fright thee when it ‘doth come. | | 
2883. If thou converfeft with Men of good 
‘Breeding and’ wife Conduét, thou yilt learn 
from them Rules of Life and Behaviour. For 
their Prudence, conftant good Humour, vir- 
tuous Inclination, and handfome Mien, will be 
fo agreeable to thy Reafon, that they will in- 
fenfibly get into thee, alter thy Habits, and 
change thy Nature. ee 

2884 Death doth not look hideous and bo 
'" 8 rib 
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‘yible, but when it 1s looked upon as a Montter, 
an Enemy to Nature. If thou wilt often ap- 
proach it in thy Thoughts, and make jit familiar 
to thee, thou wilt afterwards look upon it as a 
Friend that comes to affift, and to carry thee 
away from the miferable Condition thou art in 
upon the Earth. | 5 ee | 

- 2885 Make not a malignant Conftruction of 
Words, and Actions of others; nor turn them 
to the Prejudice of any one: They might pro- 
ceed fromThoughtlefnefs, and fhould be no more 
remembered. Every Man has his Failings, which 
thou oughtett to fuffer, and excufe, if thou wilt _ 
live quietly and peaceably with all the World. 
When thou art in Company that entertains thee 
with Refpect and Civility, thou oughteft to de- 
fire no further Kindnefs from them: The Out- 
fide of thofe that are not clofely united in Friend- 
fhip, ought to fatisfy thee. That Man would be 
the greateft of Fools, who fhould give thee his 
Heart, before he knows thine. 
_ 2886 Marriage, tho’ it be one of the greateft 

Concerns, and influenceth our whole Life, feems 
commonly to be treated of in Jeft; but Court- 
fhip does not juftify Fooling, and Extravayance: 
‘Therefore imagine not, that thou art. of Courfe 
to difcard Reafon as foon as thou falleft in Love, 
for then thou wilt find it peculiarly neceflary. 

2887 Oftener afk, than decide Queftions ; this 

is the Way to better thy Knéwledge. Thy Ears 
teach thee, not thy Tongue: So long as thou art 
ignorant, be not afhamed tobe inftrméted ; if thou 
canft not fatisfy thyfelf, feek SatisfaCtion elfe- 
where: All knownot alike, and none all Things ; 
thou may’ft help another, and he thee. 
2888 If thou thinkeft twice, before thou fpeak- 
” le | eft 
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eft once, thou wilt {peak twice the better for it: 
but then thou oughteft not to be fo long a-think- 
ing, as to lofe thy Opportunity ; for it were ve- 
ry filly and diftaftful, to call back that which the 
Company had talked off, difpatched, and left, 
and were now got to fomething elfe. 

2889 If thou wouldeft correct thy natural In- 
clination to Anger, meditate, and ruminate. well 
upor its Effects; how it troubles Man’s Life: 
and the beft Time to do this, is immediately 
when the Fit is thoroughly over. for the Spirits 
being overheated, laboured and tired, cool and 
fink of themfelves, and fo make way for Repen- 
tance. 

2890 It isnot only expedient, that thou fhould- 
eft {peak excellently of Things; but it is alfo ne- 
ceflary, that thofe Difcourfes be well timed, and 
placed : for the Eyes which exceed in Luftre of — 
other Parts of the Face, would render ws mon- 
ftrous, if they were not placed where Nature de- 
figned them. . 

2891 If thou {peakeft ill of one, who is known 
(or thought) to excel thee; thou thereby render- 
eft thyfelf foolifh and ridiculous: and the more 
thou laboureft to diminifh him, the greater Dif- 
efteem thou deriveft upon thyfelf, when the Com- 
pany has Leifure to make a fober Comparifon. . 

2892 Seem not tobe difpleafed at the little Flat- 
teries, Indifcretions, and Levities any commit in 
thy Prefence; but always confidering where they 
may be profitable to thee, whether for thy Enter-_ 
tainment, or for the Accomplifhment of any. o- 
ther Defign, make of them the beft Ufe, fo it be 
an innocent Advantage. | 

2893 If thou wouldeft eftablifh in any one a 
firm Belief.that thou loveft him, it will not be 
—— - | enough 
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ehougli for thee, to have a good Will towards 
him, and a great Defire to aid him; but thou 
muft moreover with an agreeable Vifage, and a 
fweet courteous Entertainment, encourage and 
invite himrto be familiar with thee. 

2894. If thou feemeft ftung with a Jeft, thou 
as’twere acknowledgeft it, and art offended at it: 
but if thou flighteftit by a grave Silence, or a ne- 
gligent Smile, thou’lt make others think there 
was nothing in it; and fo ’twill crack off with- 
out leaving any difadvantageous Impreflion on 
thee, in the Mind of the Hearers. 

2895 In Complementing of Friends, take care 

that thy Tongue and Judgment ftand not too 
far afunder; but accompany thy Difcourfe with 
fuch Geftures, Countenances, and Actions, as 
are expreflive of the fame Will and Affections s 
giving them to know in fhort the Caufes that in- 
duce thee to love and refpect them, and to think 
thyfelf obliged. 

2896 ’Tis good fometimes to caft in a Word 
of Praife of the Perfon thou art forced to contra- 
dict; fometimes alfo to confefs thy Doubt and 
Ignorance; never to ftand it out obftinately, but 
to yield, when the Argument cannot be main- 
tained without begetting a Difpleafure in him 
whom: thou oppofett. 

2897 Thou canft not exceed the Mode in thy 
Habit,’ without being guilty of Extravagance; if 
we judge of the Humour of a Man by the Man- 
ner of wearing his Cloaths, what Efteem can we 
have for thofe Perfons, who by this kind of Fol- 
ly appear like Men of another Country and Age, 
among ft thofe who have feen their Birth? . 

2898 Thou may’ft be a good Chriftian, and 
yet not love thy Enemies {fo well as. thy Friends; ip 
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if thou rewardeft Injuries paft, thou inviteft new 
ones; ’tis an Argument of a low Spirit to be ob- 
lized by Difcourtefies: The Love of no Crea- 
ture (except the ignoble Spaniel) is confirmed 
by a Cudgel. | | 

_ 2899 If thou wouldeft gain on the Affections 
of others, thou muft carry Tokens of Modefty in 
thy Countenance and Behaviour. Thou canft not 
draw Envy, untefs thou appeareft poffeffed of a 
great Opinion of thyfelf: and on the contrary, 
thou canft not but be pleafing to Company, if 
inftead of being fierce and pofitive, thou giveft 
them Marks of Efteem and Submiflion. 

2900 If thou couldeft have all that thy De- 
fires crave, yet it is a fhorter Way to make thee 
happy to be without thofe Defires: For why doft 
thou defire thofe Pleafures, Riches and Honours 
fo immoderately, is it not for the Satisfaction 
thou ekpecteft to meet with in them: but that 
thou mayeft have fooner, if thou canft be rid of 
thefe Defires. : | | 

2901 It is much better in general, that thou 
fpeak to the Advantage of another, than to his 
_ Difadvantage ;. for tho’ fome may impute it to 

-Flattery, yet I think they extend Flattery too far : 
Or if they will call Praifes fpoken behind one’s 
back, Flattery, there are fome fort of Flatteries 
excufable, as well as fome inexcufable. 

_ 2902 When thou-art with Ladies, dwell not 
upon one Thing too long; but continually vary 
Subjects and Expreffions, and never enter deep 
into any Matter: ‘They have ordinarily more of 
 Delicatenefs than Knowledge, fo that they take 
only the Flower of Things, being not willing to ~ 
think painfully, or to penetrate far. 
- 2903 Difpute in Converfation is a War, where 
H ; thou 
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thou oughteft not to combate with Obftinacy, 
nor to overcome with Infolence: Provided Com- 
plaifance be mingled with Debates, there is no- 
thing fo agreeable, and there will no more Inju- 
ry be done by-a Difputation of that fort, than 
two Perfons would do by throwing Flowers at 
each other. 

z904 Learn thy Duty, and do it: Know God, 
and thyfelf: And when, thou art once humble, 
thankful, and heavenly-minded, thou wilt not be 
difpleafed at what God, or Man do; nothing 
will trouble thee; or if any thing doth, it will be 
this, that thou doft Things no better, and art not 
‘more perfect. 

2905 The only Time to repent is now at this 
prefent Time; to refolve to repent hereafter on- 
ly, fignifies that thou art convinced of the Necef- 
fity of it; but loveft thy Sins fo well, that thou 
canft not part with them yet: and therefore, 
that thou may’ft fin on fecurely without the per- 
petual Fears, and ‘Terrors of another World, 
‘thou refolveft to repent hereafter. 

2906 Do not complain. pf the World; for 
what great Good can be expected from it? do 
not the greateft Kings themfelves fuffer in it? 
what Reft then, what Quiet, or Felicity can the 
Poor expect in it? Buftle thou in it among the 
‘reft: But if thou art fet upgn it, to enjoy Quiet, 
T tell thee, thou canft find it no where, but in 
Retirement, and perhaps not there neither. 

2907 Whatever Diverfion recreates thy Mind 
without enfnaring it, whatevcr.repaits thy Body 
without impairing thy Virtue, I counfel thee to 
embrace with open Arms: _I would have thee 
‘not only tafte, but drink thy Fill of Pleafure, if 
at exalt, and debafe net Nature, thou needeft ne- 
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ver complain, that thy Mind is too cheerful, or 
thy Body too vigorous. 

2908 If upon the beft Survey thou canft 

make of thy own Forces, and after fome Trials, 
thou findeft thyfelf no Match for the World, 
and art unable to countermine its Policies, 
and oppofe its Power;. and thy Affairs are fo, 
that thou canft, thou oughteft to retire from 
the World, as from. the Face of a too potent E- 
 nemy. - 
2909 What is ill Fame, buta little corrupted un+ 
favoury Breath? do but turn thy Ear from the Re- 
ception of it; and pray, what art thou the worfe? 
It is thy Weaknefs, if thou fuffereft thyfelf to be 
blown over by the mere Air of fome putrify’d 
Lungs ; which if thou doft but a little decline, 
by not valuing it, will foon vanifh, and be no- 
thing. . : 
2910 It is generally more advantageous to give, 
than to receive; when thou doft good to others, 
thou engageft them into thy Interefts, and feem- 
eft to afflume to thyfelf a Superiority over them: 
but when thou receiveft any thing of them, 
(efpecially if it be very confiderable) thou be- 
comeft their Debtor, and perhaps their Slave. 

2911 No Man can have a Certainty of Hap- 
pinefs, who is not firm againft all Contingen- 
cies; thou oughteft to accept patiently what 
Fortune fhall allot thee; and fo to adjuft Things 
in their proper Places, that what is thy own 
may be difpofed-of to the beft Advantage; and. 

_ what is againft thy Will may offend thee as little 
4s poflible. , , 

2912 If thou haft at thy own Difpofal the Bufi- 
nefs of Life, and haft none but God, and thyfelf 
to account to for the Minutes that wind thee off 

H2 fer 


C 148] 
for Eternity ; ad haft Health, and a fmall Com- 
petency, thou may’ft (if thou thinkeft fit) be 
happy; thou needeft not flatter the Vain, nor be 
tired with the Impertinent, nor ftand to the 
Courtefy of Knaves and Fools. 

2913 In the Study of humane Learning, let 
thy Mind always preferve its own Freedom, and 
not enflave itfelf to other Mens Fancies; thy Li- 
berty of Judgment fhould have its fall Scope : 
Too fervile aSubmiflion to the Books and Opi- 
nions of the Ancients have fpoiled many an in- 
genious Man; and plagued the World with A- 
bundance of fad Stuff. 

2914 Becontent with the Eftate I can leave 
thee; and think with thyfelf, that a great one 
would ‘but entail upon thee a proportionable 
Share of great Temptations to Pride, Ambition, 
Senfuality, Covetoufnefs, Forgetfulnefs of God, 
and Neglect of the Salvation of thy Soul; and 
fo bring thee into that broad Way that leads to 
Deftruction. 

2915 Suffer a Friend to reprove thee, and. 
thank him ‘heartily for it: Tis a Happinefs for 
a Man that he-can’be reproved when he .does.a- 
mifs; and bé recalled when he runs wrong. 
Princes are deprived of that Benefit; for they 
converfe familiarly but with very few Perfons, 
and thofe make it their only Bufinefs to humour 
them. 

2916 To underftand Converfation rightly, 
thou muft know, that the firft Ingredient isTruth ; 
the next good Senfe? the third good Humour; 
the fourth handfome Confidence; the fifth Wit : 
This laft was in former Times left to Fools and 
Buffoons, kept in all great Families, But good 
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Breeding, is a neceffary Quality to accomplifh all 
the reft. 

2917 If an Enemy have any real Deferts, 
praife him openly for the fame; fo fhalt thou” 
procure thyfelf Efteem; and if thou afterwards 
haft an Occafion of cenfuring him, thou wilt be 
_ credited in what thou fayeft: becaufe Men will 
have taken up an Opinion of thy Impartiality ; 
and that thou fpeakeft out of a Diflike of his 
Vices, not of his Perfon. 

2918 If thou wilt not lend an Ear to the Per- 
fuafions of calm Reafon; thou fhalt not yet be 
left without an Inftructor: For thy very Trou- 
bles, Pains, and Sorrows that fucceed, fhall fe- 
verely fcourge and difcipline thee ;, and tell thee 
thy Faults, and (fometimes it fo happens) bring 
thee to Repentance and Amendment. 

2919 Thou canft very feldom hurt thyfelf by 
Patience, or Silenee ; but by hafty Revenge thou 
may’ft undo thyfelf: What if there be juft Oc- 
cafion for thee to be angry? yet ever it is beft 
to ftay till the Heat of thy Paffion be over; be- 
caufe thou may’ft err in either the Manner, or 
the Meafure. Thou art at that Time mad, and 
blind; and wilt make wrong Strokes. 

29z0 Arm thyfelf againft Calamities with an 
even Mind; I have often found this a fure Way 
either to ward them off, or at leaft to protract 
the Seafons of their Arrival: and if there were 
nothing elfe init, but the rendering them more | 
eafy when they come, *twere worth thy Pains - 
to try the Experiment. 

2921 Take not one for thy Friend, that is thy 
Companion in Bufinefs, or Diforders; ; nor one 
that can return Vifits the next Day after; fend 
how-do-ye’s when thou art fick ; and is not fail- 
. H 3 ing 
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ing m the leaft Duties of civil Life: But fuch 
aone as is fit and willing to advife thee in Ad- 
verfity, or Difficulties. 

2922 In Writing, when thy Notion is clear 
and diftinét to thee, the beft Way to fet it off 
is, in the moft obvious plain Expreffion. Obfcu- 
rity is commonly an Argurhent of Darknefs in 
the Mind: The greateft Learning is to be feen 
in the greateft Plainnefs. The more clearly we 
underftand any thing ourfelves, the more eafily 
can we explain it to others Underftanding. 

2923 I do not fay, that he who fells his whole 
Time and his own Will for an hundred thou- 
fand Pounds, is not a wifer Man than he who 
does it for an hundred Pounds; but I will fwear, 
they are both but Merchants: and that thou art 
happier than both, if thou canft live contentedly 
without felling thy Time and Will, that Eftate 
to which thou waft born. 

2924 The Paflion which thou may’ft be put 
into to vindicate the Reputation of an injured 
Friend, may incline the Company to fufpect 
thou wouldett not be fo zealous, if there was 
not a Poflibility, that the Cafe might be thy 
own: Therefore thou art not to carry thy Dear- 
nefs fo far, as abfolutely to lofe thy Reafon for 
thy Friend. 

2925 In all Matters Opportunity is a princi- 
pal Thing ; and without this all is done not on- 
ly without Profit, but to Lofs: When God gives 
thee an Opportunity, thou art to believe it is 
his Will that thou fhouldeft make ufe of it; 
and when he does not, that thou oughteft to ex- 
pect patiently his Time. 

2926 Confider all the Riches and Wealth er 
the World but only as petty little Fooleries, and 
Nuts, 
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Nuts, which Fortune throws out to Men, juft as 
we do Toys to little Children,  pleafing. thyfelf 
with tafting now and then one which fome Acci- 
dent has flung even to thee too, whilft others are 
ftruggling and fcrambling who fhall get moft. 

2927 If it pleafe God to grant thee long Life; 
when thou art in Years, do all thou canft to re- 
tire; and then exercife thyfelf in what is to 
come, rather than in what is paft; and fufter not 
more Bufinefs, nor Cares of Life to come near 
thee, than what will be enough to keep a Soul 
awake, but not.difturb it. 

2928 In the Matter of Reading, I would fave 
thee fix upon fome particular Authors, and make 
them thy own. If thou art every where, thou 
art no where; but like a Man that fpends his 
Life in-Travel, he has many Hofts, but no 
Friends. If thou {kippeft from one Book ta an- 
other, the Variety will but’ difturb thy Head ;. 
and for Want of Digeftion, it will turn to Cor- 
ruption, inftead of Aliment. ; 
- 2929 If thou happeneft to live till thou art an- 
cient, and canft no longer ferve thy Friends and 
thy Generation, as thou waft wont todo, and | 
thy Affairs and Station permit; it will bea wife 
Thing to fit fill, and content thyfelf with enjoy- 
ing the World without Buftle: to live an irre-. 
proachable Life, -and fuch a.one as may:be: nei- 
ther a Burthen to thyfelf or any other. | 

2930 Always oppofe Temptations as foon as 
ever thou perceiveft them : Their manner is thus, 
firft there cometh to the Mind a bare Cogitation 
of Evil; then a.ftrong Imagination thereof; af 
terward’ Delight, and an evil Motion: and fo by 
little and little it getteth’ pees unlefs it bé 
rehfted i in ae Béginning. . 

H. 4 2931 Firft 
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2931 Firft be affured of Matter of F aét, be- 
fore thou troubleft thyfelf with enquiring into 
the Caufes. ’Tis true, this Method is too flow 
and dull for the greateft Part of Mankind, who 
run naturally to the Caufe, and pafs over the 
Truth of the Matter of Faé&t: But be not thou 
fo ridiculous as to find out a Caufe for what i is 
not. 

2932 “There are many aie fpend much Time 
and Study in knowing the Species and Nature 
of Herbs: but how much more would it import, 
and advantage thee, to know the Nature and 
Operations of Men, with whom thou art to live 
and die: for all are not Men who appear fo out- 
wardly; but horrible Montters, Wolves, Bears, 
and ‘T’ygers. 

2933 Tell me not what thou haft heard, and 
read, and only fo: but what after thy Hearing 
and Reading: thou haft taken into thy Medita- 
tion; found tobe Truth; fettled in thy Judg- 
ment; fixed in thy Memory; embraced in thy 
Affeétions; and thus a long Time practifed; 
and fo made it to be truly thy own: This, and 
only this, is rightly called Learning. 

- 2934 I would not have thee affe&t, or much 
_ ufe pleafing thyfelf with Words that are ambi- 

guous, or fharp, which feem to comprehend 
_ much, and have really nothing in them: Nor 
value thyfelf for the frequent fquirting off of An- 
tithefes, Equivocals, Allufions, tinkling Periods : 
Thefe are but as Shinings of broken Glaffes ; 
they prick and fhine, but withal there is nothing 
weaker, nor lefs folid. | 

2935 If ever thou inclineft to Wedlock, I 
would. have thee underftand, and confider, that 
to compleat a true and bappy Marriage, a Con- 

currence 
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currence of many Things are required, as vir- 
tuous Inclinations, hearty Love, and true Li- 
king, fo that they may be both of the fame 
Mind, and.both have one and the fame Intereft 
and Concern: And to make up this, there fhould 
be a fuitable Agreement in Age, Humours, Breed- 
ing, as well as Religion, Families, and Fortune. 
2936 Becaufe it works better, when any thing 
feems to be gotten from thee by Queftion, than 
‘if thou offeredft it thyfelf; thou may’ft lay a 
Bait for a Queftion, by fhewing another Vifage 
and Countenance, than thou waft wont; to the. 
End to give Occafion for the Party to afk what 
the Matter is of the Change: As Nehemiah did. 
Thad not before that Time been fad before the King, 
2937 Give good hearing to thofe that give the 
firft Information in Bufinefs; and rather dire¢t 
them in the Beginning than interrupt them in 
the Continuance of their Speeches: for he that 
is put out of his own Order, will go forward and © 
backward, and be more tedious, while he waits 
upon his Memory, than he would have been if 
he had gone on in his own Courfe. | 
2938 If thou canit fincerely part with all the 
World in Heart, and Refolution, thou haft got - 
Pofleffion of a Thing, which was never thine be- 
fore, and is the greateft Riches upon Earth; I. 
mean Thyfelf: It is thy Duty to take thy Heart 
wholly out of the Hands of the World; to let 
nothing claim fuch an Intereft in thy Affeétions, 
that it fhould fay, Iam thine, and thou arfmine: 
2939 Be not carelefs in Matters even of {mall . 
Accountin thy common Life: ’Tis to theVirtues: 
and Errours of our ufual Converfation, and ordina- - 
ry Deportment, that we owe both ourEnemies and 
Friends, our good or bad Character abroad, ‘our 
Re = eee domettic 
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domeftic Peace, and Troubles, and in an high 
Degree, the Improvement and Depravation “of 
our Minds. 
- 2949 If thou pityeft the Poor without re- 
lieving them, thou doft no Good to others ; but 
_ finneft againft Confcience, by not fuccouring 

thofe that thou art fenfible need and deferve it: 
If thou relieveft the Poor without pitying them, 
thou doft no Good to thyfelf; but finneft againft 
thy own Intereft, parting with thy Money, and 
yet lofing thy Reward, and getting nothing but 
a vain and tranfitory Fame. 

2941 ‘Thou haft made neither the Laws, nor 
the Cuftoms, and fo haft no Right to reform 
them: Every one in particular has his own Senfe, 
and his own Conduct; And every Nation has 
its proper Cuftoms. And it is thy Duty, to con- 
form thyfelf to thofe of thy own Countrey; it 
being more reafonable, that thou fhouldeft com- 
ply with many, than to expect that many fhould 
comply with fingle Thee. 

2942 Thou art not as thou fhouldeft be, till 
thy Religion be natural to thee, till thou adéteft 
eut of Choice, and fréely ; whereas, if thou beeft 
religious from external Motives only, from Fear 
that if thou neglecteft it, thou fhalt be punifhed 5. 
nay, or from “Hope merely, that if thou beeft 
religious, thou fhalt be rewarded, thou art yet 
but in the loweft Form of Religion. 

2943 Sometimes, and to fome fort of People, 
it would be refined Policy to give before the Ser- 
vice done ; for by fo doing thou transformeft that 
into aFavour which would have been afterwards 
a due Debt, and: fo he that would have deferved 


to: be rewarded, will be obliged te a thankful 
Acknowledgment, | 


2944 IF 
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2944 If thy Life be full of Vexations and 
Troubles, blame not Providence, but thyfelf: 
For if thou examineft rightly, thou wilt find, that 
the far greateft Part of Man’s Troubles arife as 
_ from his own Folly and Sin in general; fo in 
particular, from inordinate AffeCtion, irregular 
Appetite, and unreafonable Defires; from ma- 
licious Hatred, vehement Anger, Want of Cha- 
rity, &e. 

2945 Let not an honourable Poft, or any ac- 
quired Title, or Dignity make thee vain and in- 
folent: Oftentation and Pride upon the fole Ac- 
count of Honour, is. much more offenfive, than 
upon Perfonal Qualifications. Men will think, — 
thou deferveft not great Places, when thou canft 
value thyfelf upon them. If thou wouldeft be 
truly valued, the only Way is by being illuftri- 
oufly good. 

2946 Tho’ a good Name be a eood Thing, 
and gives a Man many Advantages in the World s. 
yet Reputation (ingly confidered) would not be 
fo highly valued, if we did but confider, how 
very unjuft Men are, both in giving, and taking 
itaway again. As to thy Part, be thou fure tode-. 
ferve it by doing well; and when that Care is once. 
taken, be not over anxious about’the Succefs. 

2947 If thou wouldeft know what gives the 
Occafion to all the Complaints we hear againft— 
humane Life, it’s this: The Love of ourfelves: 
inclines us: to look upon all the Pleafures and 
Happineffes of Life, as Things that we have a- 
Right to call oyrs; and upon all the Evils and 
Calamities, as Things foreign and unnatural... 
and fuch as are Wrongs and Hardfhips upon us. 

2948 ‘Thou may’ft fay many fevere Things. 
where 2 juft Occafion requires it but.thou mut 
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ufe no fréviling: And this is the true Art of 
chiding, the propereft Style wherein fhou mutt - 
ufe to reprove. If thou doft it with Malice and 
Anger, and Contempt, ’tis mifbecoming, even 
tho’ thou defpaireft of doing good; but if thou 
hopeft for any good Effect, ‘thou art like to mifs 
of it that way. 

2949 To mind and regard thy chief End, and 
by all means to promote it, is true Wifdom ; 
and this Regard to thy chief End muft exprefs 
itfelf in thefe Particulars : In thy being firmly 
fix’d and refolved upon it: In chufing the fit- 
teft Means for compofing and accomplifhing of 
it: In a diligent Ufe of thefe Means: In an in- 
vinceable Conftancy, and Perfeverance in the 
Promotion of it; and in making all Things fub- 
mit and ftoop to it. 

2950 Confider what ufe thou canft make of a 
Gift, and when thou intendeft not to give gra- 
tis, look out what honeft Circumftance may be- 
fit thee, and ftand at Terms with the Defire 
while thou feeft it fervent. This is to put off 

_ Ware at the beft Hand, and he is a cunning 
Tradefman that knows how to raife his Rate in 
a quick Market. 

2951 Refolve thus with thyfelf, I will not 
provoke becaufe I will leave no Body lIefs him- 
felf than I found him; he fhall not be the worfe 
for my Company and Acquaintance. And I will 

-not be provoked, becaufe I will not diforder 
myfelf, nor lofe the Compofure of my own 
Mind, than which nothing without me can be 
fo valuable. 

2952 If thou wouldeft not have any grow too 
familiar and infolent upon thy Favour, beftow 

' them without taking much Notice, ina si 
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of Negleét and Inadvertency ; or elfe in Pretence 
of Indignation, which Thing a witty Diffem- 
bling will help. And this is to be a Friend in 
the Perfon of an Adverfary, a Sheep in Wolves 
Clothing. 

2953 Be kind to thofe that are ferviceable to 
thee, efpecially if thou findeft they are of a 
grateful Temper. For what goes from thee thus 
iflues but like a Vapour from the Earth, to fall 
back upon thee with Advantage: And ‘both of 
you may get by it, becaufe thou wanteft what 
he can fpare, and he what thou canft fpare. 

2954 ‘I'o fee Men in publick is not the Way 
to know them; for on fuch Occafions, there is 


{carce any thing faid or done, but about indiffe- — | 


rent Matters, and fuch as are prepared with Art. 
The great Bufinefs is to converfe with them in 
' ‘private, to draw from them the Bottom of their _ 
Souls, all the fecret Springs that lie concealed © 
there, to handle them on every EIS and to found 
their Maxims. 

2955 I do not advife thee to take.a Man that 
is low in the World into a fx’d Friendfhip, he 
cannot fupply thy Wants, and thou art bound 
to fupply his. But if the Virtues of his Poverty 
be worthy to be known, be his Acquaintance, 
but not intimate Friend: So fhall thy Liberality 
come voluntarily from thee, and not be exacted. 
And befides, lefs ferves in Charity than what is 
commanded by Friendfhip. : | 

2956 We never fail to be tirefome to our- 
felves by too long dnd too ferious a Commerce 
with our own Thoughts. If thou intendeft to 
live happy, thou muft make but few Reflections 
on Life. Nay thou muft often depart as it were 
from thyfelf, and amidft the Pleafures which ex- 

terior 
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terior Objeéts furnifh thee with, fteal from the 
Knowledge of thy own Miferies. 

2957 Be careful not only of the Matter thou 
offerett, but alfo of the Manner thou delivereft 
it in. For three Words, when fpoken with a 
picafant and obliging Countenance, gain more 
than twenty otherwife uttered. There is a Man- 
ner of fpeaking Things that makes Men judge 
they come from the Heart, and that the Tongue 
is a faithful Interpreter. 

2958 In treating and managing of Bufinefs if 

thou appeareft too fhy and fecret, they will be 
fo to thee, and the Affair will proceed flowly, 
and with Opbftacles: But on the contrary, if thou 
ufeft an open Way of fpeaking (when it may 
fafely be done) they will be frank alfo, and 
thereby thou fhalt draw out Difcoveries. 
- 2959 Keep a watchful Eye upon one thou 
haft had a Difference with. In good Earnett it 
would be a Rarity worth the feeing, could any 
one fhew us -fuch a Thing as a perfectly recon- 
cited Enemy. According to the common Ways 
of the World, thou may’ft as well expect to 
make the Devil himfelf a true Friend, as an E- 
nemy that has given the firft Blow. 

2960 Being there are few that-can endure 
(without being nettled) to have themfelves freely 
’ eenfured, I warn thee to take it kindly, acknow- 
ledging that thofe who venture upon fo hazar- 
dous an Undertaking, manifeft a fingular Effect 
of Kindnefs and Friendfhip. For to attempt to 
make us’ {mart, and to offend us for our Good, 
- that is fincere Love indeed. 

2961 Manage thy Affairs with Hope and 
Courage, for Fear and Backwardnefs in Bufinefs 
fecure thee not from the Perils a caufe them, 

but 


C.159 J 


.-but.often lay thee more open to them. How- 


foever they difable exceedingly, and for the moft 
Part procure Mifcarriage and Shame. 

2962 Say to thyfelf this 1s my final Refolu- 
tion, and this by the Grace of God, I will ftand 
to. I will from henceforth fubmit to my Du- 
ty, how difficult foever it be, and difcharge all 
thofe bafe, mifchievous Lufts of mine, what 
Temptations foever aflault me. 

2963 If thou canft reflect upon thy Actions 
with Satisfaction and Complacency, thou may’ft 
look all the World in the Face, as knowing the 
more curioufly thou art watched, and the more 
exacily thou art feanned, the more highly fhalt 
thou be efteem’d by all that are wife and good. 

2964 When thou worfhippeft God, thou 
muft approach him with a pure: and humble 
Mind, with a Will infpired with divine Affe- _ 
€tions, and thy Soul touched with an over- 
awing Senfe of his Majefty; without. thefe he 
accounts all our bodily Adorations to be no- 
thing but demure Scorns, and complementak 
Mockeries. a | 

2965 Flatter not thyfelf with vain Expecta-_ 
tions of Heaven upon the Account of thy bodi- 
ly Religion: For unlefs thy Nature be changed, 
and thy Mind refined and bettered by it, thou 
may ft as well lay claim to Heaven, becaufe thou 
eateft, and drinkeft, and fleepeit, as becaufe thou 
- prayeft, heareft, and receiveft the Sacrament. 

2966 Be not difpleafed if the Bottom of the 
Affair wherein thou art employed be fomething 
concealed from thee, but be content to know 
no-more cf the Bufinefs, than they thmk fit to 
impart ; and defire not that thy Knowledge 
fhould exceed or ftrain thy Word, If thou ae 

ve 
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— ferve for an Inftrument of Deceit, let it be at 
leaft with a fafe Confcience. | 

2967 If thou wilt be a perfect Man, thou 
muft as well know Evil that thou may’ft efchew 
it, as Good that thou may’ft embrace it: And 
‘this Knowledge thou canft have neither fo 
cheap nor fo certain, as by feeing it in others 
with Approbation or Diflike. If thou couldeft 
pafs the World without meeting Vice, then the 
knowing of Virtue only were fufficient. Thou 
art happy when thou makeft other Mens Vices 
Steps for thee to mount to Heaven by. 

2968 Thou wilt be got up to a high Form 
in Philofophy, when thou canft patiently fit by 
and hear without Concern, the fenflefs Stuff 
that Pretenders to Philofophy and Learning 
pride themfelves in, and torture the Company 
with concerning Matters they know little of, 
and perhaps never thought of before. 

2969 Canft thou imagine, that when God 
fends his Judgments down, thou canit refft 
them. Amend thy Life if thou defiteft to be re- 
venged of Fortune, and be Proof againft all her 
Darts. ‘Increafe in Virtue if thou wouldeft be 
invulnerable. Nothing but a good Life can 
make thee happy in this World, and live wher 
this World fhall be no more. 

2970 I would have thee perfectly contemn 
common Fame, and the Cenfure of the People. 
{t can operate no further than thou makett it; 
and nothing but an unmafculine Timeroufnefs 
in thee, or flavifh Ambition of Populdrity can 
render it conftderable. If thou valueft thyfelf 
ae abroad, thou muft be the cheapeft Thing 

ive. 

2971 Make not loud Outcries of Injuries, 

when 


; 
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when they tend nothing to thy Redrefs of them. : 
This is ufually a Liberty aflumed rather by Rage 
and Impatience, than authorifed by Juftice. Nay 
often the Complainer is the moft injurious Per-: 
fon, for he infli€&ts more than he fuffers. 

2972 Fine Expreffions are indeed many Times: 
very well received, and betoken a Livelinefs and 
Vivacity of Mind; but being an Eloquence of 
the Imagination, and true Eloquence proceed- 
ing from the, Judgment, it is neither to be judi- 
cious nor eloquent, if thou pileft up a Medley 
of Rhetorical Flowers, and ftreweft them im- 
properly into thy Difcourfes or Writings. 

2973 If in Company thou {peakeft freely and 
wittily without Reflection, Envy, Malice, and 


ill Reprefentation, People will be fo far from 


taking {nuff at it, that they will be pleafed. For 
innocent Gaiety being almoft an infallible Mark. 
of a good Mmure, and generous Mind, renders 
the Perfon who ufes it grateful in all ‘Compa- 
nies, and endears him exceedingly. . 

2974 Praife not judicious Men to their Faces, 
nor without Reafon: Such will fometimes be no. 
lefs offended by falfe and undeferved Praifes, than 
by calumniating Imputations. For fince none 
but Fools delight in flat Flatteries, and ftaring 
Untruths fpoken to their Advantage,-how can 
they take. it patiently to be thought of this. 
Number. _ 

2975 Provide againft and refift the Begin- 
nings of Evil, for thofe Diferders which are at 


— firft but little, gather Strength in Traét of 


Time, and perhaps may grow irremediable. But 


when the Evil doth exceed Power of Refi- 


ftance, its beft ad timeing and difcreet waiting 
to 
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to expect Opportunities; for Things in ‘Time 
may receive contrary Revolutions. 

- 2976 Let it not enter into thy Thoughts that 
thou. canft demean thyfelf with fuch ‘Circum- 
fpection, a8.to fatisfy and pleafe all. ‘This is 
‘what no Body can do; becaufe Mens Minds 
are by Nature infatiable, upon every Accident 
changing Opinion, always difliking the Prefent, 
and preferring Things of Expeétation and 
Hope. 

2977: Nothing is more common ‘and general: 
than Death ; and yet becaufe it. happens to par-. 
ticulars but once; and there is no knowing it 
twice, nothing: is. fo ftrange and terrible to us. 
Therefore it will be thy. great ‘Wifdom to pre- 
termit no Occafion that may. familiarife it to 
thee. . This will be a Means to take away. its. 
Strangenefs, . and. mitigate its Terror. 

‘ 2978 Avoid being “pofitive in thy Opinion, 
and ftubborn in thy Refolution. -It’s feldom or 
never feen, that a peremptory: ‘Man either ri- 
‘feth in Honout, or incréafeth in Wealth. For 
Eminency in either of toth thefe is attained un- 
to by many Circumftances, and many Helps: 
and Counfels, F of one Man’ Ss Labour. will do! 
No great ‘Work: © 

- 2979 If thow often weiphett thy ASises to-: 
wards others, and with what - Affeétions and. 
Views thou didft them, thou wilt be the better 
able to conceive of other Mens Intentions to- 
wards thee in their Dealings and Doings. If 
thou art always expecting that all others fhould. 
court thy Intereft, pray confider how thou be- 
‘havett thyfelf towards others. | 

. 2980 It’s- impoflible to’ avoid. Crofles in 
the Courfe of humane Life, they are as na- 

tural 
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tural as the Wind and the Rain: AI that thou 
canft do is, by a prudent and dextrous Manage- 
ment of Contingencies, to keep thyfelf out of 
‘Troubles as well as thou canft, and to wind 
thyfelf out of them with all thy Power. 

2981 If thou gettett not an Indifference to all 
the idle Cenfures of Men, thou wilt be difturbed 
in all thy Tranfactions ; it being fcarce poflible 
to do any thing but there will be Defcants made 
on it. Thou mutt fufpend even the neceflary 
Aétions of common Life, if thou wilt not ven» 
ture them to the being judged of by others. 
_.2982 Let not thy Services and Gifts be great 
and feldom, but {mall and frequent, for fuch is 
the Nature of Man commonly, that the laft Be- 
nefit is clean loft if there be no-Hope of receiving 
any more: And altho’ the Obligation be never 
fo great, yet one thing denied doth folely pof- 
fefs the Memory, and all thy former Favours 
are drowned in Forgetfulnefs. 

2983 In doing Bufinefs apply. thy Thoughts 
and Mind ferioufly to it; but be not too eager, 
nor paflionately engage thy Affections in it, nor 
promife thyfelf certain Succefs: By this means 
thou wilt have thy Underftanding clear, and not 
_ be much difturbed if thou mifcarrieft ; which 
thou muft make account will often happen to 
thee. 

2984 Set a continual Watch upon thyfelf, 
left thou be at any Time furprized unawares: 
As fudden Paffions are moft violent, fo fudden 
‘Temptations are moft dangerous. For while the 
Senfes. are fet upon by unthought-of Objedts, 
Reafon wants Time.to call a Council to deter- 
mine how to refift the Aflault. 

2985. Even Modetty: hath_ its Evils and Ex-. 
tremes. 
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tremes. Something of Confidence is required to 
Conftancy. Do not therefore difparage thy own 
Prudence fo'much, as to fteer after every  pre- 
tended Mariner’s Direétion, but purfue the Di- 
rections and Methods of thy own Reafon. Let 
others do as they pleafe, do thouaét according 
to the Dictates of thy own Judgment, and take 
Heed of being felf-condemned. 

2986 See that thou be alway a doing of 
fomething, and be ever afhamed to catch thy- 
felf-idle: The idle Man is content to anticipate 
Death, by being out of Motion ; but high Souls; 
like the Heaven they come from, move continu- 
ally, and are uncapable of Reft, until they reft 
there. 

2987 In telling of News affect not to excel 

thy Auditory much in Matter of Intelligence 
and. Penetration, and thereupon to infinuate a 
Superiority of thy Underftanding, and a Right 
_ of giving them thy Notions-; perhaps they may 
defpife’' their. pert Mafter, and: not mind what 
' thou fayeft: Neither utter it with great Earneft= 
_ nefs and Concern; perhaps they may be of an- 
other Party, and will not believe it.. 
' 2988 Avoid fach Company as talk of no- 
' thing’but Trifles, Follies, Vanity and Pleéafures, 
whofe whole Converfation rans upon Divertife- 
‘ments of the World; upon the’falfe Reafonings 
of the Intereft of Princes, and Matters that con- 
cern us no more than the Tranfactions of the 
Moon do; fuch take away thy. precious Time, 
and give nothing for it. 

2989 Keeping of Company fhould be only 
a Recreation, not a Bufinefs of Life, and 
therefore fhould have but its Times. Remem- 
ber always to carry Wifdom along with thee in- 

to 
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to it, and then thou may’ft take in whatever 
Sweets and Pleafures thou canft. Exhilarate and 
inform one another, but let Pride, Jealoufy and 
Envy be kept out. ‘Take Care about Criticifm 
and Controverfy, and utterly banifh Scandal and 
Quarrel. . 

z990 Thou oughteft neither infolently to 
vaunt of any thing thou haft or art, nor yet to 
Speak contemptibly of thyfelf; for by the for- 
mer thou reproacheft others with their Defects, 
and that’s ungenteel ; and by the latter, thou 
feemeft to vility their Underftanding, and to 
jeer their Virtues, and that’s unjuft and inju- 
rious. 

299% Delight not thyfelf with Lampoons, 
Satyrs and Jefts; they are for the moft Part un- 
profitable, and not to be endured; they are Vi- 
ands which are pleafing to the Tafte, but never 
to be digefted: And whatever Pleafure they pro- 
cure at firft, the Reflection that follows is rarely 
favourable to the Author. 

2992 ‘Take Heart and thruft thyfelf forward 
in Company that will bear it, and refolve to 
fpeak and act well in fpite of thofe that do ill; 
whofe Vice fet againft thy Virtue will render .ic 
the more confpicuous and excellent, and thou 
wilt then feel inward Joy to fee thy Virtue hath 
won the Vidtory in the Combat, thou perfifting 
in thy Goodnefs in the midft of their Naughti- 
nels. Tar : 

2993 If ever thou comeft to have Children, 
there will be Occafion for all thy Wifdom and 
Difcretion to manage them differently, accor- 
ding as their feveral Natures and Genius’s re- 
quire. Some may be fuch, that if-thou allow- 
eft them much Liberty, thou wilt thereby but 

. put 
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put Weapons into their Hands, to ufe againk 
both thee and themfelves. : | 

2994 Others may be of fuch a Make, that if 
thou beareft heavy upon them, and keepeft them 
in continual Fear, thou wilt dull their Wits, - 
and deprefs their natural Vigour in fuch a Sort, 
that there will be no Mettle left in them; and 
thereby fearing always to fail in thefe Doings, — 
they’ll never but fail in them ; and coming into 
~ any Company, they’ll know neither which way 
to look, nor what to do: Moreover, by fuch 
Aufterity a Parent can never come to know his | 
Child, nor judge what Manner of Life he is 
naturally fit for. Add to this, fuch a Manage- 
ment will make a Son hate his Father, and with 
him dead. — : | 

2995 When a Son is come to Man’s Eftate, 
put him up in the World, and allow him Part 
of thy Subftance, according to thy Prudence 
and Ability: For when fuch a one is driven to 
ftay for a reafonable Portion a long Time, till 
his Father be dead, he maketh account he hath 
his Inheritance at Death’s Hand, not of his Fa- 
ther’s Hand; who would have kept it always if 
he could, and fo he never thanks him for it. _ 

2996 If it happen that thou beeft tranfported 
with Anger, it is to be wifhed thou hadft a look- 
ing Glafs before thy Eyes, thou wouldeft then 
find thyfelf fo deformed, and different from 
what thou wert, that the Sight of this ugly 
Change would be likely to make thee more mo- 
derate upon fuch Occafions, and thou wouldeft 
- have fuch an Idea of this Paffion as might pro- 
bably cure thee. | ; 
_ 2997 If thou fheweft thyfelf over difficult 

in making choice of thy common Acquaintance, 
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others will be the fame to thee. If thou beet 
exact in requiring fo many good Qualities in 
Affociates, they will look that thou fhouldeft 
have the like. It’s better not to be fo fqueamifh- 
ly nice in thy Choice: Where Dainties are not 
to be had, be content with common Fare. 

2998 Set not too great a Value upon the E- 
fteem of Men, and their Praifes, for in this they 
are very capricious, The true Reward of a good 
Action is, that thy Confcience tells thee, ’twas 
well done, or at leaft well meant; the reft de- 
pends upon the Mind and Intereft of thofe it 
relates to. One will fee it by a falfe Light, 
another fees it as it is, but perhaps through En- 
vy will not {peak of it as he ought. 

2999 If once thou giveft up thyielf to Railery 
and Ridicule, and it be known that thou makeft 
it all thy Defign, and all thy Aim to pafs fer a 
Wit and a Joker, and to divert thyfelf at other 
Mens Cofts, thou wilt lofe the Benevolence of 
thy Friends, and the Efteem of all, and fhalt be . 
ranked in the Clafs of Monkeys, who feem to be 
made for nothing but Mirth and Mifchief. ) 

3000 With common Friends go always with 
Bridle in Hand, that 1s to fay, ufe great Pru- 
dence and Caution with thofe whom the World, 
or they themfelves call thy Friends. Thefe 
Manner of Friendfhips are never fo well linked 
together, but that they may be eafily broken: 
Therefore it’s good that thou take fuch Mea- 
fures with them as if thou forefaweft there | 
would be a Rupture, | 

3001 After thou haft tallied and made thyfelf 
merry in a Company, thou art no fooner gone 
out of it, but they. will examine thee from Head 
to E oot; And one that has not fpoke a baler 

while 
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“while thou wert prefent, will tear thee with his 
Teeth when thou art gone; and in the mean 
Time thou may’ft be fure, that none will take 
thy Part, none will excufe thee, orbe forry for 
thee. 

3002 Do not love to hear thyfelf talk, and 
never put much Value upon what thou fpeakett 
thyfelf. To interrupt others is ill Manners: To 
{peak continually is Indifcretion; but to give o- 

thers Opportunity to fpeak, and to fpeak thy- 
felf in turn, is to do like thofe that underftand 
-to converfe in the World: If thou beeft con- 
ftant to this Mean, thou wilt be acceptable and 
well received. 

3003 Let thy Cloaths be. rather comely than 

coftly. A Gentleman fhould have more in his 
Pocket than on his Back: Yet till thy Deferts 
make thee known, the Outfide will fet” thee’ 
forth, and. thy Cloaths gain thee Credit in the 
World’s Eye: But be fure think not the better 
of thyfelf for thy fine Feathers. It’s much more 
for thy Honour that thou grace them, than they 
thee. 7 
— 3004 If an Hufband ‘would have Peace and 
Quiet at Home, let him not ftand too much 
upon Superiority. Some Things‘ belong moft 
to the Hufband, and fome again to the Wife. 
Fach of them ought to govern in their proper 
Province: And if Superiority. be thus modera- 
ted and ufed, it’s probable it may hever come to 
a Difpute. . . 

3005 Pleafe not thyfelf with barely thinking 
that thy Notions are juft, and thy Intentions 
good ; for Things go not for. what they really 
are, but for what they appear. To know' how 
to do, and to know how to fhew it, is a diffe- 
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yent Knowledge. What is not feen is as if it 
had no Being. Reafon itfelf lofes its Authority, 
when it doth not appear to be fo.: - 

3006 Thou muft not be fo fingular as whol- 
ly to flight the Fafhion; tho’ it be never fo odd. 
When. all the World falls into a Fault no body 
can be blamed: And how extravagant, foever a 
Mode may be, thou wouldeft be ftill more ex- 
travagant if thou refufeft to comply with it; and 
alone wouldeft ofter to withftand the general 
Confent of thy Countrey. 

3007 ‘Fo praife thyfelf can never be de- 
cent, excépt it be in rare Cafes: But thy Of- 
-fice or Profeflion thou may’ft praife with good 
Grace, and witha Kind of Magnanimity::. Yet 
there’s a way of fending forth Praife and 
catching it again for thyfelf, by being - liberal 
of Praife and Commendation of: others, : for 
that wherein thou thyfelf hafta remarkable Per- 
fection. . ci Hage tas hay 

3008 Let the Morning and Noon of thy. Life 
- be {pent in the acquiring Virtue, Honour, Know- 
ledge, and good Humour; and then in the 
Evening, thou’lt have no Reajon to complain 
of the‘Lofs of Youth and Beauty. “Time will 
-do thee no other Injury than it, does Statues, 
Medals and Pictures, whofe Price and Value is 
_enhanfed by their Antiquity. | 

3009 This thou may’st make ufe of asa T’ouch- 
Stone to try thy Affections by, whether they 
are Earthly or Heavenly: If thou examineft thy- 
felf whether thon canft rather contemn, -deny, 
and part with thy Warldly Riches and State, 
than vehture upon any thing that thou believ- 
eft to be difpleaing to God, or omit ought 
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which thou apprenrndes to be. ny indifpentt- 
_ ble Duty. 

3010 Be not like thofe who are fo iaipatient 
‘to hear any fpeak out their Mind, that they un- 
mannerly break in and interrupt them, before 
‘they know the true Senfe of what is intended 
further to be yttered; and fo by this means they 
neither hear, nor are heard, but fenflefly chat- 
ter. This is a mighty Failing ; ; but do thou 
bring along with thee a modeft and a patient 
Attention, ‘and that will make whatever i is bene- 
— ficial in Difcourfe thy own. 

3011 When thou thinkeft People under a 
Miftake, be not over eager to fet them Right: 
For many Times Contentions would cool into 
nothing at all, if but one Party only fpoke ; 
but if. thou laboureft to convince them of Er- 
~ rors, and fo ‘both come to Argument, then Heat 
follows; and that which was but a Spark at firft, 
and might eafily have gone out, is thus blown 
up into a raging Flame. 

301z When Trouble and Misfortune hap- 
pens, be not impatient and querulous, but thank ~ 
God for the fame: for if thou thinkeft rightly, 
thou wilt know that the Want of Miferies would 
prove defirable: For the Mind cloyed with conti- 
nual Felicity, would grow but a Burthen to it- 
felf; loathing that at laft, which Intermiffion 
would have made pleafant. 

3013 Evils come never-the fooner for that 
thou lookeft for them; but they will come the 
eafier: It is a Labour well loft if they come not, 
and well beftowed if they do come. We are 
-fure the worft may come, why fhould we be 
fure that it. will not? Suddennefs finds weak 

Minds 
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Minds fecure, makes them miferable, leaves 
them defperate: The beft Way therefore is, to 
make Things prefent in Conceit, before they 
come, that they may be half paft in their Vio- 
lence, when they do come. | 

3014 We are all weak and fubject to Im- 
perfections, even the beft of us: And if thou 
haft not the Indulgence to pardon thy. Friends, 
and they the fame to pardon thee, your Friend- 
fhip will laft no longer than it can ferve both 
your Interefts, and both can find your Account 
‘in it: And when thou breakeft with thy Friend, 
thy Tongue will make known what thou hadft 
a long Time concealed in thy Heart. 

3015 Thou art not peremptorily to avoid 
the Company of one of thy Acquaintance, be- 
_caufe he is fometimes lhumourfome and trou- 
blefome, being he may have his Intervals. Of 
what Ufe is thy Reafon and Virtue, if thou 
makeft not ufe of it upon Occafions? That 
Man has Faults, but has good Qualities alfo; 
pardon the one for the other. 7 

3016 Be not fo injurious to the Ladies, as-to 
imagine they come to Church out of Hypocrify _ 
-or. Vanity. It cannot be denied that Women are 
more fincere and firm in their Devotion than Men; 
-fince in that Occafion where there was moft Af . 
-fe€tion to be fhewed to God, there were found 
three Maries under the Crofs, where there was but 
‘one Difciple, arid he too deny’d him thrice. 

3017 If thou art a good Man, and haft ta- — 
_ ‘ken Care all thy Life to pleafe God, thou wilt 

have little more to do, when thou feeft Death 
approaching, than to take Leave of thy Friends ; 
to blefs thy Children; to fupport and comfort 
& & Iz thyfelf 
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thyfelf with the Hopes of an immortal Life, and 
a glorious Refurreétion ; and to refign up thy. 
Spirit into the Hands of God, and of thy Sa- 
viour. 
. 3018 Let. thy Cloaths be very good in theit 

Kind, but not Fine and Foppifh: Gay Cloaths 
is the Pride of Children, and the weakeft of 
Women. “he little Soul that converfes no 
higher than the Looking-glafs; and a fantaftick 
'Drefs may help to make up the Shew of the 
World, but muft not be reckoned among the 
rational Inhabitants of it; ferving only as Pi- 
étures, Images, Ornaments to the e Stage, and 
not to the Actors in it. . 

3019 Of the Evils of Life, : ver take more 
to thy Share than.are really thy own: Decline if 
thou canft an Evil lying-in fs Way, as thou 

ft a Buftle or Fray, by pafling on the -other 
Side of the Street. Never {plit upon a Rock if 
thou haft.Sea room enough: And as a little Di- 
ftance of Place, fo a little Diftance of Time 
may ferve thy Turn, to make thee reckon fuch 

Evils as none of thine. 
 g020 All the Succeffion of Time, Changes 
in Nature, Varieties, Accidents, and Contin- 
gents preach thy Funeral Sermon; and call thee 
to obferve how the old Sexton Time throws up 
the Earth, and digs a Grave where thou mutt 
lay thy Sins and thy Sorrows, and fow thy Bo- 
dy, till it fpring again i an happy or intolerable 
Eternity. 
 «g02r While the Vigour of thy. Mind, and 
Health of thy Body, continue unbroken; if 
thou. doft not provide fome Employment that 
may entertain ee thou ghalt weary out thy- 
felf 
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felf with fruitlefs Defires, and vain. Attempts, 
after thy wonted Objects: And fo that Strength 
and Vivacity of Nature, which fhould render 
thy State more comfortable, would make it 
much more intolerable. 

3022 Nothing is truly fine but what is fit, 
and juft fo much as is proper for thy Circum- 
ftances is much finer than all thou canft add to 
it: When thou once breakeft thro’ thefe 
Bounds, thou launcheft out into a wide Sea of 
Extravagance; and then every thing will be- 
- eome neceflary, becaufe thou haft 2 Mind to 
it; and thou hafta Mind to it, not becaufe it 
is ft for thee, but becaufe fome body elfe hath 
it. 

3023 All humane Actions and Affairs are lia- 
ble to Dangers and Difafters; but evermore en-— 
- deavour thou to fupport thyfelf with Courage 
and Hope; for whatfoever may happen, -may - 
not happen for ought thou canft tell; and upon 
- fome unforefeen Occafion or other, many Dan- 
gers become none at all: Many are ftaved off by _ 
Prudence and Induftry, and many are weathered 
out by Patience and Equanimity. 

3024 It’s an ill, as well as an imprudent 
Thing to continue in Strife, when thou canft 
help it: If thou getteft the Victory, it may pof- 
fibly fatisfy thy Mind ; but thou then fhalt have 
his Malice, which may be of ill Confequence, 
fo thy Gain will be lefs than thy Damage: If 
thou art overcome, then is the Diferace thine 
and the Lofs; and tho’ he retains not his Ma- 
lice, yet fhalt thou not want his Scorn. © 

3025 Thou art not to account every one 
) Chane and Unfriendly, that is Selfifh and 

I 3 Covetous ; 
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Govetous; for it’s unufual to meet with thofe 
that are free of their Words, who are clofe of 
their Coin, and will be very ready to do thee 
“any Piece of Kindnefs; as to advife thee, or 
fpeak for thee, when they had rather part from 
their Blood, than let thee have a Penny of their 
Money. 

3026 Thou art fubject to be melancholy and 
thoughtful, and thofe Thoughts rack thy Soul 
with Anguifh: I advife thee not to fly from 
them, as. generally Men do; neither feek to 
drown them in Wine, or. chafe them away with 
fociable Divertifements ; but bid them -Battle, 
- oppofe Thoughts againft T houghts, and with 
the Dint of Reafon fubdue the peevifh Hu- 
mour. 

3027 When Evil furprizeth thee, thou. com- 
monly art affrighted by beholding it in its grofs 
Bulk, and thy Spirits are aftonifhed. at. an infi- 
nite Bugbear: But if thou takeft a more parti- 
cular Survey of the dreadful Objet, anatomifett 
and vieweft it Piece by Piece, thou wilt find, 
that the greateft Part of what difmay’d thee, 
had no other Exiftence than in thy own Imagi- 
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(3028 J would have thee know this, that a 
- Nay of fome is better received than a Yea of 
others; becaufe a Nay feafoned with Civility, 
gives greater Contentment than a. Yea with a 
bad Grace. ‘Thou muft not refufe point blank, 
but make thy Denial be taken down by little 
Sips; nor muft thou refufe all Things neither, 
left thou put People into Defpair; but on the 
contrary, leave always a Remnant of Hope to 
{weeten the Bittemefs ofa Denial. 
3029 Such 
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3029 Such is humane Life, that thou wilt 
oftentimes have need of all the Moral Virtues, 
but the Virtue of Patience above all others, and. 
at all Hours is moft neceflary: For fo many. 
Imbecillities and Infelicities we are liable to, that 
if thou accuftomeft not thyfelf to receive and 
fuffer them, as thou doft to eat and drink, thou 
fhalt afluredty find conftant Trouble, inftead of 
true Tranquillity. 
_ 3030 It’s not external Things that wound 
thee, but the wrong Notion that thou haft of. 
them. Thy own miftaken Conceits do thee 
the moft Hurt. No Man grows pale with Fear, | 
or perplex’d with Anguifh, but he that paflio- 
nately would avoid or obtain that which is not: 
in his Power. Mind thou-thy Duty, and let 
not thy Paffions go out of thine own Sphere: So. 
fhalt thou avoid all: thofe Troubles which come. 
from Abroad, where Man’s Jurifdi€tion cannot 
reach. 


3031 If thou liveft not ina due Regard to _ 


_ God, nor -according to Nature, nor acteft a- — 
greeably to thy Judgment, and beft confidered 
Thoughts, thou -canft not be happy ; becaufe 
thou art unquiet and diftrefled with Thoughts. 
that contradi€t and condemn thy A@tions : 
Whereas if thou wert a religious, virtuous, ho- 
neft Man, thou wouldeft have a peaceable Mind, 
and a quiet Confcience: And if thou haft this, 
whatever thy other Circumftances may he, thy 
Condition cannot be very ill. 

3032 Thy Work in this World is, to main- 
tain the juft Authority and Sovereignty of Rea- 
fon againft the Affaults of rude, intemperate, 
and boifterous Paffions ; and fo to tame that un- 
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ruly Beaft the Body (which by the Divine Pro- 
yidence is ty’d to our Souls in this State) that it 
may not be a conftant Temptation and Provo- 
cation to our Mind; but that it be kept in Sub- | 
jection and Subferviency to the Soul. | 

3033 7 Fwilt be Matter of Skill and Addrefs 
when thou canft not honeftly compafs what 
thou wouldeft, to appear Eafy and Indifferent 
upon all Repulfes and. Difappointments: Befides, 
- it improves all thy Difappointments into Provi- 
dences, when thou canft let fall the vain Defires 
of any Thing, without much feeling the Lofs 
of it. an —- ; 
(go74 If thou art falfe or cruel, covetous or 
luftful, like a Turk or a Few, it matters little 
what thou calleft thyfelf. He is not a Chriftian 
that is one outwardly, but he that has fome- 
thing of the fame Mind and’ Spirit that was nr 
Chrif. God will not at the laft Day judge of 
Men by their Names and Titles, but by their . 
Ffearts and Lives; only it will go worfe with a 
Man that calls himfelf a Chriflian, and yet lives 
like an Heathen or Infidel. Va 

3035 Till thou art-perfuaded to ftop, and ftep 

a little afide out of the Crowd and Hurry of the 
World, and calmly take a Profpect of Things, 
“twill be impoffible for thee to make a right 
Judgment of thyfelf, or know thy own Mife- 
ry: But after thou haft made a juft Reckoning 
(which Retirement will help thee to) thou fhalt 
think the World in great Meafure mad, and 
that we have been in Bedlam all this while. | 
3036 As he that doth not eat when he 
fhould, may have no Stomach when he is weak, 
but prefently vomits up his Food again; fo if 
thou 
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thou ftudieft not the Art of Patience, and pre- - 
pareft not thy Mind before-hand, and takeft not 
in Grounds of Confolation, till thou art in 
Troubles, and haft need of great Comfort, thou 
wilt find thy Soul very impatient of Remedies, 
and ’twill be irkfome to thee but even to read 
fuch Things as fhould quiet thee. 

3037. Take care not to offend a Man of emi- 

nent Quality, and one who has an Advantage 
over thee; but take much more care not to have 
a Difference with his Friend. He may haply 
conceive, that it argues a certain Meannefs of 
Spirit in him to revenge himfelf: But he thinks, 
_ that, as well his Honour, as his Duty, engage 
him to take Satisfaction for the Affront done 
his Friend. 
"3038 If what is faid of thee be confonant to 
Truth, entertain it as an Advertifement of great 
Importance ; ; if it be a Falfhood, never be trou- 
bled at it; and aflure thyfelf, that Calumny will 
but augment thy Reputation. It will be a Glo- 
ry to thee that thy Enemy was forc’d to make 
ufe of Detraétion and Impofture, as having found 
nothing he could juftly blame in thy Demeanour - 
and Condu@. | 

3039 As an honeft and innocent Man doth 
know the Punifhments which the Laws of his 
Countrey denounces againft Felons, and Mur- 
therers, and Traitors, without being terrified - 
or concerned at them; fo that if thou art a 
Chriftien in Truth, as ‘well as in Name, tho’ 
thou believeft the ‘confuming Vengeance pre- 
pared for the Difobedient and Unbelievers, thou 
a not be at all difmay’d at the Apprehenfions 
© it, 
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_ 3040 Bear thyfelf freely, and according to 
thy own natural Way in Company. The ex- 
ceflive Defire of Pleafing goes along almoft al- 
ways with the Apprehenfion of not being liked : 
And then when thefe two Paffions meet, they 
caufe great Inequalities; becaufe if Defire ex- 
cites them, Fear cools them; when the one 
- animates to fpeak, the other keeps them filent ; 
and thus too much Apprehenfion, as well as 
Vanity, hinders Gracefulnefs.. 

3041 Thou wert much better. underftand thy- 
felf in thyfelf, than in Czcero. Of the Expe- 
rience thou haft of thyfelf thou may’ft learn 
enough to make thee wife, if thou beeft but a 
good Scholar. If thou calleft to mind the Ex- 
cefs of thy paft Anger, and to what a Degree 
that Fever tranfported thee, thou wilt fee the 
Deformity, and remember the: “Turbulenc of 
this Paflion better than. thou canft in Arifotle 
and conceive a more juft Hatred againtt it. 

3042 Fill every Portion of Time (as well 
as thou canft).with fomething that is not utter- 
ly ufelefs. The ordinary Phrafe of Paftime, and 
-pafling away the Time reprefents the Ufance of 
thofe Sort of wife People, who think they can- 
not have a-better Account of their Lives, than 
to let them run out and flide away; to pats 
them over, and to baulk them; and as much 
as they can, to take no Notice of them, and to 
fhun them as a Thing of troublefome and con- 
temptible Quality. 

3043 If thy Enemy bear a. noble Mind, Iet 
his Worth perfuade thee to an Atonement 3 
for he that can be a worthy Enemy, will if. re- 
conciled, be a worthy Friend, If he be unwer- 
: thy, 
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thy, reconcile him too: Tho’ there be nothing 
gained but ftilling a fcandalous Tongue, even 
that will be worth thy Labour; but then be 
cautious, and ufe him as a Friend only in out- 
ward Fairnefs, but ftiil beware of him as an 
Enemy apt to refume his Arms. 

3044 Have a Care of being too importunate. 
I have known Denials that had never been gi- 
ven, but for the Earneftnefs of the Requefter: 
They teach the petitioned to be fufpicious, and 
Sufpicion teaches him to hold and fortify. Be- 
fides, People had rather feem to give, than to 
have it wrung from them as ’twere by Force ; 
for then they think they lofe all the Thanks. 

3045 If thou contendeft or difcourfeft in 
Arguments, let it be only with wife, and fo- 
ber Men, of whom thou may’ft learn by rea- 
foning,‘ and not with ignorant Perfons: For 
thou fhalt thereby inftruGt thofe that will not 
thank thee, and will utter what they have lear- 
ned from thee for their own: But if thou 
knoweft more than other Men, fpeak it when 
it may do thee Credit, and not in Aflemblies 
of ignorant and common Perfons. 
| 3046 If thou art at any Time tempted to 
Pride and Vain-glory, think with thyfelf what 
a poor Ambition it is to be the chief Man in 2 
Town; what’s a ‘own to a Shire? what’s a 
Shire:to the whole Ifland? what’s this Ifland to 
Europe? what’s Europe to the whole Earth? 
what’s the Earth to a Star? what’s that Star 
to Heaven, and to the Heaven of Heavens? 
And fo by a Retrogradation, how little, how 
nothing is this poor Glory. 

3047 The Heart as: deceitful in Matters 
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of Piety and Devotion, thou may’ft make fome 
Judgment of it by this: If thou findeft and feel- 
eft private religious Duties pleafant, and com- 
fortable to thee, thou may’ft take this as an E- 
vidence that thou art fincere; but when they 
are wearifome to thee, and a Penance, it’s a 
Sign, that thy Heart maketh fome Refiftance, 
and whilft that lafteth, thou canft never be fe- 
cure ofthyfelf§ © 

3048 The fecret Pleafure and Tranquillity of 
thy Soul is more to be valued than all the Laugh- 
ter and extravagant Mirth in the World: Thefe 
only ruffle our Paffions, and raife a Duft in our 
Eyes; whereas the other compofe and purify our 
Reafon; giving us a conftant Profpect of Things 
paft, prefent, and to come: So that we can ne- 
ver bé at a Lofg, but always ready equipp’d for 
the woftft Contingencies. . | | 

3049 Let it be one of thy tendereft Concerns, 
and moft con{cientious Cautions, how thou pro- 
moteft an ill Report, for moft Men have fuch an 
Aptnefs to entertain a Gnifter Opinion of others, 
- that they greedily draw in any Suggeftions of that 
_ Kind: And one may as eafity perfuade the thirfty 
Earth to refund the Water it hath fucked into 
its Veins, as them to depofite a Prejudice they 
have once taken up. 

3050 ’Tis one of the worft, and moft provo- 
king Injuries in the World, to take away a Man’s 
_ Credit unjuftly : For there is implanted in every 
Man’s Nature a great Tendernefs of Reputa- 


tion. Indeed it is that which gives an inferiout 


fort of Immortality; and makes us Men in this 
_ Wodd, furvive curfelves. This Part of us a= 
lone coatinues verdant in the Graye, and yields 
i a Per- 


= feet eee: ye Pee ek ee ogee Ye eee 


[ 181 ] 

a Perfume, when we are Stench and Rotten~ 
nhefs. | 

3051 I recommend to thee (if Providence per- 
mit) a Life of Bufinefs in a middle State ; where- 
in thou may’ft ferve both thyfelf and the Publick, 
without ever aiming at great Things. For tho’ 
Honours to an unconfidering Perfon’s View are 
dazling and bewitching ; yet to a nice Confiderer 
they are filled with Danger, Anxieties, and Cares, 
fetting us up for a common Mark of Envy and 
Fortune. a : 

3052 I have fometimes been thrown by For- 
tune into the Company of very filly, affected 
Fellows, who thought themfelves full of Science ; 
who approved of nothing; who {pake Sentences, 
and fometimes explained Englifb by Greek ; as he 
that gravely pronounced thefe Words, Jt 1s with 
reafon that we call a Man a little World,. becaufe 
be is a@ Microcofm. With fuch I would have 
thee retain Civility ; bear with them; and laugh 
within thyfelf. 
— 3053 ’Tis as natural for the Vulgar to inveigh 
againft generous Souls, as ’tis for Dogs to bark 
at the Moon: yet that Planet appears impaflible, 
and not being moved by the Snarls of invidious 
Animals, keeps on her heavenly Courfe, in Ma- 
jefty and Silence: So alfo, if thou art a Soul 
truly noble, thou wilt contemn the Cenfures of 
the inferior Part of Men; and never ftop till 


thou arriveft at the Meridian and Zenith of Per- 


fection. : os | 

3054 Thy greateft Troubles are caufed by thy 
ungoverned Paffions, and thy ill Habits: To find 
Eafe of thofe Troubles, thou art not to feek it 
in Pleafures, Honours, or great Alliances::Thefe . 
| : Remedies 
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Remedies are not proper for the Cure of fuch 
Evils. If thou entereft into thyfelf, and makett 
a Search, perhaps thou wilt find there a fedi- 
tious Revolt, and a domeftick War: Thou wilt 
fee all in Tumults, and in Arms; and thou wilt 
acknowledge thou haft no greater Enemies than 
within thy felf. 

3055 We are all fo cunning in difguifing our- 
felves, and fo induftrious in finding out Means 
to appear what we are not, that an Acquaintance 
of fome Weeks and Months cannot give a full 
and true Idea of what a Man is. We fuffer our- 
felyes to be. impofed upon by an obliging Look 
or Word; any fmall Favour done with a good 
Grace oftentimes carries us too far: And moft 
commonly we repent not, till it be too late. | 
- 3056 Nature leads us into Society and Com- 
pany; but it is Reafon that leads us into Friend- 
fhip. ‘The Efteem that we have for a Man of 
Merit, makes us feek and defire his Acquaint- 
ance: and if he do the fame to us, the recipro- 
cal Confideration. begins a Converfation between 
us. And that which at firft was but an outward 
. Profeffion of mutual Kindnefs, afterwards be- 
comes that cordial Affection, which is’ called 
Friendthip. 

3057 Affability ought to be mixt up of Sweet- 
nefs and Severity ; or (to fpeak better) it ought 
to be a Mean betwixt thefe two: So that the 
one may not render thee a Terror to thofe that 
have any Affair with thee;-or the other too 
much debafe thee, and fubjeét thee to Contempt: 
But that it may be full of Dignity, and agreeable 
according to the Quality of Affairs, Perfons, and 
other Circumfta Inces, 

| 3058 Above 
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3058 Above all, there are two forts of Per- 
fons, whom I advife thee never to contradict, 
viz. thofe to whom thou oweft much Refpect, 
left thou offend them: And thofe who are infe- 
riour to thee, left engaging too far, thou feem- 
eft by thy Conteftation, to admit them equal to 
thyfelf; there alway arifing a greater Shame and 
Confufion, in being furmounted by them, than 
Honour in a Victory fo unequal. : 

3059 If thou thinkeft any one to be of him- 
felf.a Man of Parts and Probity, tho’ there may 
have happened, by reafon of fome unlucky In- 
cidents, a Mifunderftanding and Strangenefs be- 
tween thee and him; yet fall not quite out with 
him: for as in Mufick there are many Difcords 
before the Strings get to be in Tunes fo in con- 
tracting of Friendfhip, many Jars may happen, 
before there can be eftablifh’d a true and per- 
fect Friendfhip. — | , 

3060 Thou commonly (and fondly enaugh) 
thinkeft, that if the conceived Good could be ob- 
tained, thou fhouldeft be happy and at Peace; 
yet ’tis certain, thou beholdeft Things prefent, 
and in thy Power, with nothing near fo much 
Satisfaction, as thou doft thofe that are afar off, 
and that thou canft not reach with thy Hand, but 
Thought: And fo when the defired Thing is 
gained, and at hand, perhaps thou may’ft be as 
far from Satisfaction as before. | 

3061 I tell thee with all the Vehemence of 
my Spirit, I had rather have thee a Beggar than 
a Klatterer; Flattery-is indeed a collective, ac- 
~ cumulative Bafenefs; it being In its Elements a 
Compound and Complex of the moft fordid, 
hateful Qualities incident to Mankind,vz. Lying» 

7 3 ervi- 


[ 184 J] . 
Servility, and Treachery; which being deteft- 
ably deformed fingle, muft in Conjunction make . 
up a loathfome monftrous Guilt. 

3062 If it be in thy Power, fo lay.out thy 
Life and Affairs, that-thou may’ft be able fome- 
times to retire, and enjoy thy own Company a- 
lone: Affuredly, while thou art tofled among 
Men and Bufinefs, thou canft not fo enjoy thy- 
felf as when thou art fecluded from both thefe. 
And it is a Mifery, when a Man muft fo apply 
himfelf to others, as that he cannot have Lei- 
{ure to account with himéfelf. 

3063 If thou giveft thyfelf the Humour and 
Liberty of a Rallier in all Company, Men will 
not believe thee capable of any Secret, or any 
Bufinefs; they will fear, thou wilt turn all that 
is of Confequence, into Jeft; they will never 
confult thee, nor afk thy Advice; but will per- 
fuade themfelves, that nothing ferious will agree 
with thy Wit: and that thou art good for no- 
thing any more than a Monkey that may make 
us langh. 

3064 Be not always hot, and hafty in mana- 
ging thy Affairs. Prudent Paufes forward Bufi- 
nefs: There is fometimes more Skill fhewed by 
a Phyfician-in not Prefcribing, than in Prefcri- 
bing. And there is no better Remedy for fome 
Difeafes,; than to let them alone; for unfeafon- 
able meddling with them, may hinder their pro- 
ceeding to a Crifis, and at long Run they will 
mend of themfelves. — 

3065 The Society of Ladies is a School of 
Politenefs; their Spirits ate delicate, and they 
are naturally Enemies to all Kinds of Rudenefs: 
He that keeps them Company, will infenfibly oe 

) re 


[ 185.9 
fire to pleafe them, and accommodate himéelf to 
their Ways: And to do this, he will lay by what- 
ever he hath, that is offenfive, or difagreeable in 
his Language, Countenance,’ Drefs, and Mien. 
But yet remember, thou art not to go to School 
always, and do nothing elfe all thy Life. | 
3066 If it fhould pleafe God to give thee 
Length of Days, ’twill be highly neceflary to 
leave the World (by Retirement from Bufinefs) 
before thou beeft torn from it; and to acquaint 
thyfelf more familiarly with another World, be- 
fore thou paffeft into it, to make thy Abode in 
it forever. Certainly it requires fome ‘Time to 
prepare the Soul for Death, and Judgment: And 
that Man will be very unfit for either, who is 
carried immediately from the Intanglements of 
fecular Care, to the Tribunal of God. | 
_ 3067 When any one hath affronted, or any 
ways injured thee, make ufe of Prudence, and 
get over the Affair as foon, and as well as thou 
canft. But generally fpeaking, ’twill be more 
fafe, and expedite for thee, to pardon thy E- 
_nemy, than to take Revenge upon him; and it 
is done with lefs Difficulty: ‘Thou may’ft par- 
don the Injury without being obliged to ftir a 
Foot; whereas thou muft make many a Step, 
and run through a thoufand Dangers, e’er thou 
canft fatisfy thy Paffion. - ee 
3068 Fix thy Mind, and bound thy Defires,. 
elfe thou wilt be contented with nothing. If a 
Competency cannot fatisfy thee, thou wouldeft 
crowd and juftle for Elbow room, if thou hadft. 
_ a Kingdom to thy Share; and fo confequently 
wouldeft be miferable in the Difquiets of thy _ 
Mind; for Mifery is the Companion of ee i 
, ) z 
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And the fame vain Appetite that-at firft drew- 
thee on from lefs to greater, will never fuffer 
thee to be fatisfied, but always to be wanting. 
_ 3069 Anfwer no man till he have fpoken all 
he meant. “Thofe that are impatient to hear, or 
rafh in their Anfwer, fay, I knew this be- 


fore. Prevent him not by helping him out with 


what he feems to have forgot, or cannot exprefs 
and utter; nor correét. him for little Miftakes. | 
Tell not what comes into thy Fancy: In the 
midft of his Narrations or Difcourfe talk not to. 
others: Turn not thy: Back in a neglectful, or 
{cornful Manner; nor depart out of the Room 
till he have done. oe 
_ 3070 Never defire and affect to be a govern- 
ing, leading Man in the Place thou liveft in. I 
never knew a Town yet, (faith. one) wherein. 


_ the Fops do not carry all before them. ‘They are 


a numerous, impudent, and noify Party; while. 


.the Wife, and Ingenious, are few, modeft and 


referved; and pretend to nothing. Your Pre- 
tenders never have any thing in them. ~ 
- 3071 Pin not thy Faith upon Reports; no nor 


_ Hiftories neither: For all humane Affairs what- 


foever, reported by feveral Perfons, tho’ all were 
prefent at the fame ‘Times, and Places of their 
Circumvolution, are neceflarily fubject to fome 
Diverfity in the Rehearfal: One Perfon obfer-. 
ving, omitting, contracting, dilating, under- 
ftanding, or miftaking one particular Point of as 
ny Tranfaction more than another. 
3072 Thou may’ft extract an Antidote out of 
a Viper, and Good out of an Enemy. An Ene- 
my will telt thee more truly of thy Imperfec- 
tions, than the beft of Friends will adventure to 
| - do 
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do, or ourfelves (being partial to ourfelves) will 
be able to difcern: And this may be apply’d as 
precious Balm, to heal the Wounds our Fol- 
ly, or Overfight have given our Reputation, 
by guarding our Actions for the future. And 
this is far better, than to be flattered into Pride, 
and Carelefnefs. 

3073 Inward Difcontents, and outward Dif 

covering thy Crofles, do not redrefs, but make 
worfe the Bufinefs, and gives the more Caufe of 
‘Talk, and keeps the fame the longer in others 
Memory, and gives fuch as would joy in thy 
Mifery, the more Advantage to vex and {corn 
thee: But thy own ftri@ and conftant Referved- 
nefs, and outward Slighting the Matter, will re- 
{train the tatling Tongue, and ftop the Mouth 
of Malice. 
3074 If thou wouldeft but courageoutly and 
earneftly fet upon the conquering of any ul In- 
clination, or vicious Cuftom,. thou wilt not find 
it fo hard a Matter to compafs, as thou ima- 
gineft: For the Difficulty of Reformation arifes - 
only from the Confirmednefs of the Habit. E- 
very Act of Refiftance as it weakens the Ha- 
bit, fo it abates the’Difficulty ; and when the 
Reluctance. of thy corrupt Appetite is once 
weakened, it may with further Endeavour be 
quite fubdued, and then thou wilt act with Free- 
dom, and with Pleafure too. 

307§ To what Purpofe fhouldeft thou toil, 
cark and pinch to make thy Family rich and 
great; that they may grow lazy and wanton ; 
to leave behind thee an Eftate, which thy own 
Example proves more.than neceflary: For moft 
Beene that do fo, ‘have made little Ufe. of it 

themfelves 
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themfelves. Miftake me not; I do not think it 
unlawful to be rich; or to leave one’s Family fo: 
But I think it foolifh, and finful too, to facri- 
fice the Peace of our Mind, and the Eafe of our 
Life, to God Mammon. 
- 3076 Affuredly a true Friend is the greateft 
Pleafure upon Earth: I have been all my Life- 
time in Queft of fuch a one; but have not found. 
For either Difference of Tempers, or in Man- 
ners, or Interefts, or Circumftances, or Diftance 
of Place always hindered me. And befides, 1 
muft confefs, Ihave been fomething unwifely 
cautious in this Matter, having fettled it in my 
Mind, that a Miftake here may be fatal. 

3077 When thou haft proper Leifure, I would 
have thee to conftder and refolve before-hand, 
what may be a prudent Way of behaving thy- 
felf upon particular Occaftons; that thou may’ft 
be ready at it, when the Occaffon comes. Such~ 
as 1. How to refufe accepting of, and denying 
Favours. z. How to detract. from thyfelf mo- 
deftly, and not affectedly. 3. How and when 
to value and praife thyfelf. 4. How to carry it 
towards Contemners. 5. How to keep thy Senfe 
and Opinion fecret, when any one is pumping 
thee. 6. How to keep Paffions down. 7. How 
to rebuke well, But thefe Particulars are infi- 
nite, 

3078 That Part of Friendfhip, w hich com- 


_ mands Search, I would not have thee deliver 


too foon. This i is the moft precious Thing thou 
— canft give thy Friend; for thereby thou makeft 
— thyfelf his Prifoner. Until- his Advice or Af- 
fiftance is required, he fhould not have any that 
are of great Moment: For it may be his Hone- 
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fty would keep them, but his Tongue cannot. 
Fear or Corruption do much with Men, efpe- 
Gially if the Difcovery endanger not them- 
felves. 
3079 Then only thou deferveft the Title of 
a good Man, when having well weighed the. 
Pleafure and Profit of Vice, thou makeft a deli- 
berate Eleftion, and giveft the Preference to 
virtuous Courfes; and being fatised, thou hatt 
an abfolute Obligation to Truth and ‘Goodnels, 
divefted of all fecular Advantages; acteft well 
out of a genetous Principle, that ’tis thy Duty 
to do fo; and improveft this Principle by con- 
ftant Practice, into an habitual Goodpefs: Then 
py wilt eon that Tergdyores. Avie that is 
xt. 
go8o The firft Step a Man makes in. the 
World, generally determines all the reft; and is 
the Foundation of his Reputation, and beft Pre- 
fage of his Fortune. And from the firft Marches 
that he makes, thofe that have had Experience, 
will tell, how far he will advance. ’Tis then ve- 
ry neceflary for thee to make thy firtt Step with 
a great deal of Caution and Prudence, and to ~ 
fignalize thy Entry by fomething that is repu- 
table, and eminent. 
3081 Concerning Anger, I advife thee, 1.To 
_manage it, and not davifh it upon every Oc- 
‘eafion; for that both leffens the Value, and hin- 
ders the EffeGt. Rath and ‘cuftomary Chaffing 
renders itfelf defpifed. 2. Not to be angry to 
no Purpofe; but make fure, that thy Reprehen- | 
-fion reach him at whom thou art offended: for 
ordinarily People rail, and bawl, before the 
_ faulty 
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faulty Perfon’comes in; and continue Scolding 
an Age after he is gone. - 
2082 To what Purpofe fhouldeft thou feek 
great Things for thyfelf in the World? or ha- 
ving obtained them, prize them at any confi- 


‘derable Rate? or value thyfelf upon them? fee- 


‘ing thou knoweft net, but this Night thy Soul 


‘may be required of thee,,when thou fhalt be 
-divefted: of them all. *T’would be as vain and 


unreafonable, as for a Traveller, that is to ftay 
at his Inn but for a Night, to take great Thought 


and -Pains about furnifhing and adorning his 


‘Chamber, which the next Morning he muft 
leave to the next Comer. 

3083.Be not eager in Difputation and Argu- 
ment, to bring Matters to thy Opinion: Thou 
may’ft thereby ‘ftir up Enmity; but fhalt feldom 
compafs thy Purpofe. When his Choler is once 
inflamed, and his Spirits fred, tho’ thou proveft 
the Thing never fo well, and makeft it never fo 
plain, thou fhalt never make thy Adverfary to 
confefs it; nor ever be able to take hold of him 


‘by a Syllogifm, fo long as he can flip from thee, 
by a Diftinction. 


3084 -’ Tis a-moft happy Thing to retire from 
the World after thou haft ferved thy Generation, 


‘and getteft into Years. I ever thought it dan- 
“gerous, and miferable for a Man, to die full of 
‘Noife, and Bufinefs. Men of Action cannot fo 
well prepare for ariother Life, as fedentary Men 
‘of Thought and Study may. I have ever pityed 


thofe Men, whofe neceflitous Employment and 


Fortune hath put them under an Obligation of 
making even at one Time the Accounts of this 


World, and the next. 
3085 It 
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3085 It willbe great, and moft ufeful Dif 
cretion in thee to judge rightly when to drive 
by Fear, and when to draw by Love. Fear is 
a more certain Ground than Love for maintain- 
' ing Authority: But yet Fear procureth Hatred ; 
which, altho’ it be diflembled fo long as it is un- 
able to fhake off Obedience, yet when a greater 
‘Force fhall unty that Knot, it will burft out in- 

to open Contefting. 7 | 

_ 3086 Do all. thou canft to cure thyfelf of 
foolifh, boyith Bafhfulnefs: It betrays thee to all 
Inconveniencies; it prefleth thee down below 
thyfelf; unfits thee for both Converfe and Bufi- 
nefs; hides all thy Abilities and good Qualities ; 
and brings thee into Bonds to thy utter Undo- 
‘ing; when out of a weak Flexibility of Nature, 
thou haft not Courage enough to deny the Re- 

queft of a feeming Friend. ° | oe 
3087 Be not concerned, and think not the 
worfe of thyfelf for the World’s falfe Cenfure; 
for none are more liable to it, than the upright 
Nature, that is honeft and free: For many times, 
when he thinketh no ill, he cares not tho” the 
World fees the worft of his A€tions; fuppofing 
he fhall not be judged worfe, than he knows him- 
felf to be: But the World being bad itfelf, guef- 
fes at others by its own Naughtinefs ; and fo con- 

cludes’bad of -thofe that are not fo. | 
3088 In this, if thou art prudent, thou art 
 diftinguifhable from the Imprudent, that thou 
 regulateft thy Interefts, and directeft them to 
the Profecution of thy Defigns, each in. their 
Order. If thou art over earneft, thou wilt raife 
a Difturbance in them; by hurrying thyfelf after 
an hundred Things at once. asa twill pro- 
| | ceed 
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ceed, that out of an exceflive Defire of the lefs 
important, thou wilt not do what is neceflary 
for the Attainment of the moft confderable. 


3089 Suffer not thyfelf to be impofed upon 
by the Airs and fenfible Impreflion of Men; but 


-Yetire within thyfelf, and hearken to the Voice 
_of thy inward, plain and diftinét Reafon. Words 


being. arbitrary, perfuade only as far as they en- 
lighten the Mind: But the Air perfuades. natu- 
rally, and by Impreflion; it perfuades infenfibly, 
and without letting us even know what it is we 
are perfuaded of. For all that it-can do, is, nof 
to give Light, but only to agitate and caufe Mo- 
3000 It is.moft profitable to have feen and 
practifed many Things, and to know many Ac- 


_eidents which are paft; not: that they ferve cet- 


tainly to difpofe well of the prefent, be.it what 
it will; but for that in the different Succeffes the 
Underftanding is quickened, which doth pro- 
duce and excite in fubtile and piercing Spirits 


certain Seeds of Wifdom, which Nature had 
concealed; fo as by the Multitude of Examples, 
in the End Rules and Precepts follow; by Means 
whereof the Underftanding is made capable to 


judge. ’ 7 | 

3091 In clearing Debts off from an Eftate, a 
Man may as well hurt himfelf in doing it too 
fuddenly, as in letting it run on too long: For 
hafty Selling is commonly as difadvantageous as 
Intereft. Befides he that clears at once, will re- 


lapfe; for finding himfelf out of Streights, he 


will revert to his Cuftomes. But he that 


 leareth by Degrees, induceth an Habit of Fiu- 


gality, 
8 
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‘ality, and paineth as well upon his Mind, as 
his Eftate. 


3092 If thou haft any Pledge of the Amity of 
‘any one, either from fome good Office thou haft 


‘received- from him, or from fome Expreffions 
of his Readinefs to ferve thee, thou oughteft 


often to fhew thy Remembrance of it, attribu- 
ting all to his Nature, full of Affection and | 
Courtefy, to which he will give fo much the 


‘more Credit, by how much every one ts apt to 


be deceived with the Love of himfelf; and too 
eafily perfuade himfelf, that others believe he 


‘poffeffes thofe Qualifications, which render him 


agreeable, and efteemed of all. 

3093 If thou wilt confider Things morally, 
thou maft agree, that all Things that happen, 
are by the ordinary Courfe of Life, and our 
Birth makes us fubject to them; and by Confe- 


‘quence, thou muft fubmit, and accuftom thy- 


felf to them: And if thou feeft_fome Men ex- 
empted from thofe Misfortunes, ftop a little, and 


expect, and thou needeft not expect long, and 


thou wilt fee, that they have a Dividend of them 


‘with others; and perhaps a greater Share than 


moft‘others.; © 
' 3094 If in thy Retreat from the World thou 


art entirely Mafter of thyfelf and Time; thou 


hadft need of proper Talents ta employ and di- 
reét thee; to find thee Bufinefs and Pleafure, 
and to enable thee to reap Benefit from the one, 


and to prefetve thy Innocence in the other. And 
‘without this Degree of Underftanding, a folita- 


ry Life muft be very dull, and barren. Nor can 
I think of any Cure for this, but to increafe a 
Man’s Tafk, and Bufinefs, in Proportion to the 
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hadtt: nothing for him to do: and would: have 
flattered and worded himfelf into thy Heart: 
No, but now ’tis plain, ’twas thy Want and his 
mere Goodnefs, that were his Motives. Such a 
Virtue is a furer Foundation for Friendfhip, than 
‘all the fine Pretenftons, the felfifh World builds 
upon. 
| ee In great Company “uew duc Refpeét, 
but fhrink not out of thyfelf: Before I came to 
obferve them, (faith an’ Author) I thought Prin- 
ces and Minifters of State fomething above hu- 
mane; not hearing a Word fall from them, up- 
on which I did not put a politick Conttruétion. 
‘But growing more familiar with them, I found 
their Difcourfes mingled with. the fame Follies 
‘ours are; and their domeftick Affairs carried on _ 
“with as little, if not tefs Difcretion fometimes, 
than thofe of ordinary Men. 

3099 Fix it in thy Mind as a certain Truth, 
that the Ways of Virtue are more pleafant to a 
good Man, . than the Ways’ of. Sin. and Licen- 
tioufnefS are to an evil and vicious Man; and 
therefore are better and more eligible in them- 
felves. And it appeareth by this, that feveral 
Men, who have tafted all ‘the Pleafures of Sin, 
have forfaken it, and come over to Virtue: but 
there is fcarce an Inftance to be found of the 
‘Man that had well experimented the Delight of 
‘Virtue, that ever could be drawn off from it, or 
. find-m his Heart | to fall back to his former bad 
‘Courfes. * 

3100 It. wilf be‘a great Point of Prudence in 
Wee: to ftand firm, and not fink under an ill Re- 
port, provided thou haft Integrity and Innocence; 
to ’ {apport that Firmmefs of Mind, A wife Man 
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will not make his Life. precarious: he ftands, or 
falls in his own -Confcience, and leaves the 
“Woild to take its Courfe. Tis the Novelty, and 


' mot the Quality of Things, that fets People a 


gaping, and gazing at thee; but when they 
‘come once to te familiar, the Wonder goes off, 
‘and Men return to their Wits again. 

3101 Thou canft converfe with nothing, but 
‘what will work upon thee, and by unperceived 
‘Stealth of Time, affimulate thee to itfelf: The 
‘Choice therefore of thy Company is one of the 
‘moft weighty Actions of thy Life; for thy fu- 
‘ture well or ill-being depends much upon that 
EleGtion. If thou chufett ill, every Day de- 
clines thee to worfe: thou haft a perpetual 
‘Weight upon thee, that is ever finking thee 
down to Vice. But if thou chufeft well, thou 
‘haft a Hand of Virtue. gently lifting thee toa 
continual rifing Noblenefs. 

3102 If thou wouldeft receive, it’s required 
at leaft, that thou fhouldeft afk. If thou fcorneft 
to atk, it implies, thou wouldeft take it as a 
Debt, not as a Bounty, and fo wilt not be thank- 
ful. If thou feareft to afk, it implies either thou 
defireft what is unfit, or thou believeft him un- 
kind or unjuft, and will not do thy Merit right. 
If thou art afhamed to afk, it implies, thou 
knoweft thyfelf unworthy to receive; and be- 
lieveit he thinks fo. And truly, tho’ thou may’ft 
hhave Merit, yet People care not to be at the 
Pains to find it out for thee, if thou beeft fo 
fheepifh and negligent as to hide it, _ 

3103 Let thy Life be neither wholly contem- 
plative, nor wholly ative; for as Action and 
Bufinels, es any eee is apt to alie- 

nate 
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nate the Mind from God and Virtue; to cor- 
rupt all that is great and generous, and truly 
wife in it; and wed it wholly to the World, to, 
a Life fpent wholly in Contemplation, without 
any Mixture of Action, will prove fruitlefs, and. 
~ wmprofitable: And Men condemned to utter So- 
litude (like Trees and Shrubs of the Wildernefs) 
would grow wild and Savage; luxuriant in. 
Leaves ;. but their Fruit, if.any they brought 
forth) four and fmall. | ae 

3104 In Cafe all the Conftellations fhould 
bear thy Name, fhouldeft thou be the better for. 
it? It would be above in the Heavens, and thou 
thyfelf fhouldeft be ftill in the Grave. Men are 
pleafant, they cannot fteal away from Death 
themfelves; and yet they ftrive to rob it of two 
or three Syllables that belong to them. This is a 
pretty Cheat they think to put upon Death: Were 
it not better in a handfome Way to confent to 
die, they and their Names together? | 
“grog Away with all high Thoughts of thy 
Abilities, and Performances. When a wife and 
a thinking Man comes carefully and ferioufly to 
look and refleét upon all his paft Adtions, he 
finds little but vain and idle Fooleries, not wor- 
- thy the Confideration of a Man, and fcarce de- 
ferving a ferious Thought; and in Truth. would 
fooner chufe almoft any fort of Life, rather 
than have them plaid over once more. And the 
very beft and pleafanteft of them would be dull 
and tedious were they known before hand. 

3106 I fay to thee, thou believeft above a 
Million of Things which thou doft not know; 
and which’ the Commerce thow haft with the _ 
World, hath heaped on thy Memory. But be 
"4 K 3 not 
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not vexed at it; there isno Man but hath.a ve- 
ry great Number of thofe confufed Notions: for 
we are all given up to Senfe.. Flere is no Man 
made for Society, but is faftened to. other Men, 
- and receives in his Brain the fame Impreflions as 
thofe who {peak to him with fome Emotion and 
_Foree. And thofe Impreffions are attended by 
whofe confufed Judgments and Opinions where-. 
of Iam fpeaking, = 
3107 Thou art loth to die, becaufe thou haft 
dived ul, and fo.art unprepared for Death. Know 
that thy Want of Preparation is becaufe thou. art. 
not thoroughly perfuaded, that thou fhalt die 
yet;'nor doft thou believe it.  Haply thou canft 
fay from a ‘fwimming Thought of Death, that. 
-we are all mortal, and the like; but a firm, con- 
ftant Belief of it, as to thy own particular felf, 
‘is far from thee; otherwife thou wouldeft live. 
in a continual Expectation of thy Difiglution, 
and prepare thyfelf for that Day, that Hour, 
knowing, that then inftantly thou art brought to 
Judgment. a oe ae © 
3108 In Affairs. of Moment, keep a fteddy. 
Eye upon the Nature and Reafon of the Things 
to be treated of; and be not blinded by the Art- 
fulnefs of a Manager. Some can fo well meta-. 
morphofe Favours, that it feems, they do them 
even when they receive them. There are Men 
of fuch Parts, that they oblige by afking ; -be- 
caufe they transform their Own Intereft into an- 
other’s Honour: That is in Reality a great Dex- 
terity. But it would be a greater ftil, to-fee in- 
to it; and fo baulk fuch a foolith Bargain, by gi- 
ving them back their Civilities; and every gnc 
retaking hisown, . , 3 | .* |” tien 
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: 3109 Every Moment almoft thou hat forfe 
Femptation to vain. “Polk or impertinent Inqui- 
fitivenefs, to Anger or tinféemly Jefting, to- 
Géntention# of Impatience, to idle Thouglits 
and Dittradtion, or to fuch like Sins; which are 
the more difficult to be avoided, becaufe, béing _ 
mixt with all our worldly Affairs, they are hard- 
ly to be difcerfied. Therefore, thou muft at leaft 
~ fecate’ this, that however thy Nature ftands af- 
fegted in any of thefé leffer Sins; yet thy Heart - 
niay hot éritértain any Love for them; -Icft thy 
AffeGions hindér thee ftom carefully watching 
agit ftriving acainft them. | = 
—3rfo If thou haft no one fettled, and fixed. 
_ End at which thou aimeft, then, as thou de-- 
figneft-nothing, fo wilt thou atchieve nothing. 
And if. fhou propofeft to thyfelf many: Ends by 
Turns, thou wilt fo divide thyfelf betwixt many - 
FAings, that thow wilt not beftow that Pains - 
which: ig neceffary for thé attatning any one. If’ 
thou makelt various Eflays, but finifheft no one’ 
Work, thou wilt be like the Traveller that will’ 
not keep his Way; but ranges into other Paths, | 
and fo comes as fat backward to morrow, as he 
went forwards to‘day. 
grrt As to Gefture‘in fpeaking, fuch a Mo- 
dulation is: required, that: thou ule not fo little: 
as ‘to ftand immoveable like an Image, nor fo 
much. as to appear like a bufy Ape. “As to the 
firft, if thou ftirreft no Part, thinking thereby to 
get the Opinion of Gravity, thou wilt incur the 
Sufpicion of Folly ; and be taken for, as ’twere,’ 
a féiotied Perfon brought in to fpeak, having of — 
himfelf no Life. As to the other, if thou takett 
Liberties: of Gefture, and fpeakeft with a Player- 
KK 4 like 
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like Light#iefs, hoping thereby to-pleafe, and 
win Favour, thou wilt be laughed at, and fcorn— 
ed by.at! that fee thee. 7 ; 

3112 Why fhouldett thou take immoderate 


-.. Care and Pains to increafe that which is not 


thine? for by that Time thou haft raked, and 
{craped it together, thou art called away, and 
leaveft it to thou knoweft not whom: it may be 
to thy Enemy, or to one that will not fo much. 
as thank thee for it; or to one that will {catter 
fafter. than thou gatHeredft it: or if he be guilty 
of the fame Folly with thyfelf, ’tis his but juft- 
as it was thine. For after he has bufied and 
toiled himfelf a while in adding to the Heap, he 
leaves it to his Succeflor, as he received it from 
his Anceftor, and neither has any longer Pro- 
priety in it, nor carries. one Mite of i it along; with 
him. 

3113 In aire. if thou. obfervelt any Coun- 
fel, amongft the reft to {wim rather againft thy 
own Stream than with it; fuffer it, and confi- 
der perhaps he that gave it is thy beft Friend ;. 
for ’tis a Sign, that his Speech is not embafed 
with that Servility, which is a common Difeafe 
in weak fawning Spirits: Yet this holds not al- 
ways; for fometimes it may be his Ignorance, 
fometimes his“Pride, fometimes his contradiét- 
ipg Humour; and thefe a wife Man may diftin-_ 
guifh by furveying the Reafons he produces, and 
laying Probabilities together. 

3114 The many Inconveniencies that Life is. 
expofed to, require thou fhouldeft not be too 
fenfible of every little Hurt. What thy Mind 
yields not to, makes buta flight Impreffion, and 
does thee but a very little Harm. ’Tis the Soft~ 
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nefs and Suffering of our Spirits, that gives and 
continues the Pain. But Brawninefs and Infen- 
fibility of Mind is the beft Armour thou canft 
have againft the common Evils, and Accidents 
of Life; and it being a Temper that is to be gor 
by Exercife and Cuftom more than any other 
Way, thou fhouldeft begin the Pradtice of it 
now in thy Youth. 

3115 A Temper of Peace, ‘Thankfulnefs, 
Love and Affe€tion is much more a proper 
Frame for Prayer, than that of Fervour, and Dif- 
compofure. Under the Dread of Mifchief im- 
pending thou wilt be no more fit for a comfort- 
able performing of the Duty of praying to God, 
than thou canft be for Repentance on a Death- 
bed. For thefe Difcompofures will affect. thy 
Mind, as the others do thy Body. And the 
Difcompofure of Mind muft neceflarily be as 
great a Difability, as that of the Body, and much 
greater: Praying being properly an Act of the 
Mind, not of the Body. 

31 16 Thou oughteft not to fuffer the Depth 
of thy Capacity to be founded, if thou wilt be 
efteemed of the Vulgar?’ Thou oughteft, on the, 
contrary, to behave thyfelf after fuch a Manner, 
as never to difcover all thy Ability ; and that no 
Man may affign limits to thy Underftanding and 
‘Learning: for let a Man be never fo learned, the 
Opinion we have of him, when we know “him 
but by halves, goes always further than the Idea 
we conceive of him, when. Wwe are wholly ‘ac- 
quainted with him. 

3117 Chufing implyeth approving; and if 
thou fixeft upon a Perfon for thy Friend, againft _ 
whom, the World hath oe Jadgment, ‘tis ne 
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fo well-natured, as to believe thou art altogether. 
averfe to his Ways of liviag, fince if doth not’ 
 difcourage. thee from admitting hini. into’ thy’ 
Kindnefs. And Refemblance of Inclinatioris be- 
ing thought none of the leaft Inducements to 
Friendfhip; thou wilt, be looked upon at leaft as 
a Well-wifher to, if not a Partner in his Faults, 
If thou canft forgive them in another, it may be 
prefumed thou wilt not be lefs gentle to” thy- 


— 41t8 If thou defpifeft any, be fure to-Keep it. 
private ta thyfelf, and let no body know it, left 
it bring Evil upon thee. For there is no Action 
in the Behaviour of one Man toward another, 
of whi¢h humane. Nature is more impatient than 
of Contempt: it being. a Thing made up of thefe 
two Inoredients, an Undervaluing of a Man up- 
on a Belief of his Warthlefnefs, and a fpiteful 
¥Endeavour to engage the reft, of the World in’ 
the fame Belief: So that the immediate Defign 
of Contempt is the’Shame of the Perfon con- 
temned, and the Effect of it may be bitter Re- 
wenge. . rae ae cha | * oe 
_ 3419 When thou heareft a-Man {peak a quick’ 
Thing, with a great deal. of Smartnefs, if that’ 
Thing. has nothing in. it, but. a mere Flafh of 
fancy, thou art not therefore. to think him a 
Vien of Sufficiency,. but rather the contrary: for 
his Thoughts are fo quick, that they fly before: 
A pba altho’ it be indeed a fine fhining. 
Phings. to hit off the very Knot of a Matter at 
firft Stroke; yet if it be caneerning only a 
trifling Subject, that-Quicknefs is buf Levity, 
which is but.a very indifferent Qualification for 
aMan of BufnefS | . | 
| = * (3120 It 
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gr2@ It is to be obferved in fome, that they 
might be worth mutch, if thy would take care to 
fupply certain little Defeéts: To fome Seriouf- 
nefs zs wanting, for fault of which great Quali- 
tiés have no Luftre in them. ‘To others Sweet- 
nefg of Carriage ; the Want of which their Com- 
panions foon difcover. In fome more Brifknefs 
is-defired: antt in others more Refervednefs, &c. . 
It would be poffible for thee to conquer and fup- 
ply aH fuch,’ tf thou wouldeft take the Pains 
w mend them. For Reffcétion and Endeavour. 
may turn Cuftom into a fecond Nature. 

- 3121 Asto the Matter of Railery, ufe all pof-. 
fiole Prudence and Circumfpettion. To fuffer. 
it, is a Kind of Gallantry: But to offer it, is a 
Sore of offering Batrel. He that fuffers it, paffes.- 
for a Man of good Nature, Gayety, and Inno- - 
edncy, and is permitted to fit quiet, and fafe: 
he tiat is tefty, and nettled at it, provokes the-: 
Cempany to nettle him the more. Certainly,.. 
the beft Way is,. to let it pafs without making 
too much of if. Before thou beginnett it, firft 
know the Keach and Temper of him with: 
whom: thow intendeft to make thyfelf merry.” 
° 3822 Phou wilt find, that orié of the great - 
Benefits of Friendfiip, is, that it-helps-us in: 
our Sorrows and Sadneftes, and prevents Me- - 
lancholy and Peevifhnefs. “Thofe Difcontents’: 
fling the deepeft, that‘are.fach, as may not,. 
with Safety, be comrttunicated:’ for then the 
Heart burfts for Want of. Vent, .and. the Soul” . 
pines’ 4w2y,' atrd ftarves for Want’ of Caunii,., 
that fhould feed-and' cherifli it.” Sorrows enter- - 
tained: and {muthered', calle ftift; and ftill: 
habitwate it fo, that by Degreey atl good Difpo- 
- i K 6 fition. : 
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fition and Humour | gives Way: to.a harfh Mo- - 
rofity; and fo fowrs the fwéeteft Soul, as to 
turn it into.Spleen and Teftinefs. 

3123 When thou reproveft or admonithett 
any one, Mildnefs and Affability will be as ne- 
ceflary as even Prudence itfelf: For the Re- 
prehenfion which cometh from a foul-mouth’d 
Perfon hath no great Force, and is imputed ra- _ 
ther to his il! Humour, than to any defire he 
hath to amend his Brother: But the Admoni- 
tion which cometh from a gentle difcreet Man 
is well taken, and the Party who received it 
perfuadeth himfelf it is upon great Caufe, and 
of great: good Will, that the other, being fo 
- wife and fo kind, ufeth it. 

3124 Men complain of the Length. of Art, 
and Shortnefs of Life; but if we would ac-: 
knowledge our Error herein, we fhould own,. 
_ that this Unhappinefs comes not from hence, 
that our Life is too foon at an End, but from. 
our beginning in Virtue and Learning too late :. 
.Confider thou art now young, and may’ft make: 
Life the longer for the Knowledge. of goad: 
Things, if thou fetteft about it in the. Morning, 

of thy Age. They that rife not till Noon have 


- ‘no Right to complain that the Day is too fhort :; 


“They might have retarded the Evening, by be- 
ing diligent in the Morning. Since thou canft. 
not fet the Period of Life further off, thou 
oughteft to begin to live the fooner, and labour 

the’ harder. 

412g It’s of great Moment for thee to have. 
out Notions of Converfation: The Beauty and. 

Life of it confifts not in artificial Faces, phan+ 

| — ares Motions, Shrugs, and Crin~ 
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ges ; much lefs in mechanick (for fo I may call . 
fet Forms of) Chat, but in a prudent, diligent, 
' and faithful Difcharge of the Duties we owe to 
ail thofe feveral Relations we ftand in, and the 
Obfervation of thofe Laws of Society which 
true Philofophy and good Breeding prefcribés, 
Slights, and Tricks, and Arts, may entertain a 
—jittle, and divert a while; but it’s Virtue only, 
Benignity, and Integrity, that charm and cap- 
tivate: The firft may open us the Way to 
Mens Houfes, but the latter to their Bofoms, 
and to their Hearts. ~ : 

3126 Be thoroughly advifed when. thou re- ’ 
prehendeft ; to reprehend welt is the hardeft 
and moft neceflavy Part of Friendfhip ; for if it 
be rafhly and unadvifedly done, tho’ it be other- | 
wife a Benefft, yet an unwary Proceeding may 
turn the Benefit nto Injury, and then it ftreng-. 
thens the Error, and wounds the Reprover. 
Befides, in Reprehenfions, every Man. that re- 
proves or advifes, aflumeth as it were a ‘Tran- 
feendency over the other; which if it be not 
allayed with Proteftations of Kindnefs, as welf- 
as ftrengthened by Reafons, grows hateful, fo’ 
that even the Reprehenfion is many Times the. 
greater Faul¢ of the two. | 
_ + 3127 Sinee thou art to look on thy owfr 

Good and Prefervation as thy main Concern, 
thou art not to be taxed with Inconftancy, 
when upon the Viciffitude of humane Affairs,. 
thou alfo adnutteft of fome Change in thy De-- 
fipns and Procedure, yet continueft conftant 
and refolute as to the End thow hadft propofed: 
to. thyfelf; and this is but to follow the Ex-. 
ample of good Navigators, who being iar 

| for 
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for -fuch a Part, yet upon Alteration of Wind 
and. Weather,: feem to change their Courfe ; 
but ftill in the Midft of the Tempeft, they 
mind; the Profecution of their Voyage, and Pre- 
fervation of the Veflel. |. . 
3128 At the Day of Judgment thou fhalt not 
‘beafked what Proficiency thou haft made in Logic, 
Metaphyfic, ‘-Aftronomy, or any other Science: 
But whether. thou hnatt lived according. to thy 
Nature, ‘as a@ Man endued with Reafon and 
Morality. In that Hour it will more avail ‘thee 
that thou haft thrown a handful. of Flour or 
Chaff in Chafity to a Neft of contemptible Pif- 
mires; than that thot. couldeft mutter ali the 
Hofts of Heaven, and call every Star by its 
proper Name;, for then the Conftellations them-y: 
felyes {hall difappear:: "The Sumand Moun fhatk 
give no more Light, and alb the Frathe of Nw 
ture fhall fallin pieces amt vanifh; But thy 
good and: bad Works fhall. semain: far ever te~ 
corded in the Archives of Eternity. | | 
- tag Fhou: cant not for thy Life but eienee 
times light into: bad. Compatty + If thou centis 
nueft Society, with them thou endangereft thy- : 
felf, either by participating m theirs evil Asstions; ' 
or elfe by conniving at therm | If thaw: Tabourest 
to avoid fuch Affeciates, or bemp unhappily fal- 
len among, them feekeft: for 2. psefent. EB (cape, 
they wil diflike and flag at thee, and: impute 
thy Departure to Pride, Singularity, Paecifemeny 
and Hypoerify;: bus tes not: Sitame; ‘or Fear of: 
Reproach from: ilt Mem: caufe:-thee ito endanger 
thyfelf ; Thou wert: better. fy srom thein;. and. 
be ill fpoken i than. ee te be lor tit, and: 
| hurt thyfelf 
4 130 Sta 
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3130 Tf-thou carefleft indifferently all the. 
World, and promifeft all thofe who-mnke any 
Addrets +o thee,.to. ferve them without any? 
fuch Intention : Deceive not thyfelf; thou wilt. 
hy thefe Means never make thyfelf many. 
Friends, nor get a Reputation of being civil. 
and obliging: On the.contrary, tho’ thou blind= 
eft them at prefent by fuch Procedure, it will 
not be long before they.be-difabufed; and then 
fo far will they be from building upen what 
thou fayeft, that they will fcarce ever give Ear. 
to thee after; regarding thee only as a Come-. 
dian, who fays what he thinks not, and whofe 
- only Care is to acquit himfelf well of the Part 
he hath-uadertaken to a - 

3134, if thou ufefe Vigour and: Refolution i in 
Bufinefs, thou. cant never mifcarry thy élg, tho’. 
' fometimes thy Defigns. may. . Thou can’{t ne-- 
ver be a Lofer in Reputation, but generally wilt. 
appear a confiderable Man among. unfortunate 
Accidents, and wilt make even ill Saceets. itfelf 
atteft thy Sufficiency ; ,but commonly Difficul- 
ties. give way to Diligence and Refolution, and, 
if to day. will not, to. Morrow will fiaile upon. 
Enterprizes. There are lucky Minutes in Bué-. 
nefs, when what before had Wind and. Tide. 
againft it, now moves with the. Stream; and. 
then wilt thou carry thy Point if thou letteft 
not flip the lucky Minute thro’ Negligence, or. 
faileft not thro’ Faint-heartednefs, or. Lazinefs,. . 
to urge and pufh on thy Succefs. 

33132 .Fhou art to aing at the ftrengthening 
the Authority of thy Mind, and the weakeningn © 
the Force and Power of thy. carnal Appetites:: 
By en thou. oughteft to examme Oy 
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felf by what Arts, by what Practices the Light. 
of thy Underftanding comes to be obfcured, the 
_ Authority of thy Reafon weakened, the Ten- 

dernefs of thy Confcience to be fo much blunt- 
eft, and worn off: And when thou haft difco- 
vered this, thou muft avoid all thofe Things as 
Temptations and Snares ; thou muft fhun thofe 
Paths, as thofe that lead- to Danger and Death ; 
and whatever thou findeft to have a contrary 
Tendency, thofe are the Things thou muft do 
and follow. How happy wouldeft thou be? how 
perfect wouldeft thou foon grow, if thou didft 
Conduét thyfelf thus? _ 

3133 In this thy Age, while thou art young 
and raw, and foft natur’d, thou art apt to think 
it an eafy Thing to gain Love, and reckoneft 
thy own Friendfhip a fure Price for another 
Man’s: But when Experience fhall have once 
opened thy Eyes, and fhewn thee the Hardnefs 
of moft Hearts, and the Hollownefs of others, 
and the Bafenefs and Ingratitude of almoft all, 
then wilt thou find, that a Friend is the Gift 
of God, and that he only who made Hearts:can 
unite them: For it is he only who creates 
thefe Sympathies and Suitablenefles of Nature 
that are the Foundation of all true Friendfhip; 
and then by his Providence brings Perfons fo 
affected together: Still it is the invifible Hand. 
from Heaven that ties the Knot, and mingles 
Hearts and Souls by fecret and unaccountabl 
Conjunctions. - ce 

3134 Suffer not a fine Face to bewitch thee. 
Searce any Marriage has been on both Sides 
happy, that had no other Foundation than what 
comes from the Charms of an outfide Beauty ; 
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which is far more ‘fit to increafe 4. Man’s Appe— 
tite, than to fettle any true Liking ; and wilk 
fooner procure Fondnefs than real Love, the fa-. 
tal .Effeéts of which is Jealoufy, that curfed. 
Bane to all the Pleafures of the Marriage Bed ; 
which makes their beft Delights a raging Tor-: 
ment, and turns the greateft Bleffings into the’ 
greateft Plagues ; fo that to have this without. 
Virtue, is a2 Thing that none but ftupid and 
fenflefs. Perfons would endure; for then it’s.like 
a hot burning Coal, whofe bright and fparkling, 
Looks :many may gaze upon with Admiration 
enough, but none but Fools and Madmen are- 
willing or daring enough to. touch. 

3235 Every one is for denying, extenuatings. 
er throwing the Blame. on. ethers, andi never. 
will confefs a Fault, and take it ppamhimfelf; . 
but this, inftead of getting it excufed and par-- 
doned aggravates it, and makes. it worfe, and, 
angers the Party concerned, and’fo jt doth Mif-, 
chief inftead of Good. I advife therefore (un-- 
lefs it be a furious, unforgiving Perfon, and the 
Thing be a Crime that muft not be owned) 
frankly to own it, to. fhew. how thou waft, 
brought into it, and with thou hadf not done . 
_ it, It’s likely this ingenuous dealing and throw-. _ 
ing thyfelf upon his Kindnefs, may work. upon. 
his good Nature, and fo the Storm may pafs off . 
without more Mifchief; but this muft be ma- 
naged artfully in a middle Way between Sneak=.: 
ing and Arrogancy. 

"9.136 Admire not thofe Perfons whom thou: 
feet: ‘Tavithing away.their Life and Eftate:in ex-.: 
ceflive Hofpitality, and perpetual. Entertainments. -, 
And pe not any. Trutt in. theta, for it’s. conn 

) monly 
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monty Pride afid Defite of Popularity, née ay 
Redundance of good Nature and Philanthropy. 
that prompts them td’ be fo over Bountifak An 
undeniable Argument of this is, thar when their 
Fortunes are {pent, and they are afhamed the’ 
World’ Mould -defpife them for the Alteration, 
- nothing is more frequent than for.them tq fall 
to any bafe, difhoneft Shifts, and private Couze- 
nage to cHeat' their Creditofs, and maintain their 
former Grandéut ; for: Pride’ will pradtife any’ 
Thing rather than! let Her: Bord decline. 

‘137 It’s certainty 4 mMoft Peferous and ene: 
livening Pleafure?-which. Relults from 4 featfon-» 
able Liberality; when thou feet a:Man ftrug-: 
gling with Want; his -very Spirit 4s well as 
Body ftooping undtr'the- Preflure:: If thou-then» 
relieveft:him, the Hurtane “Nature within théee,- 
which ‘is'commor to you Botlip dees by ¢ Kind! 
of ‘fymipathetick Noffon, ‘exwult and faite up ft- 
felf; but if thou haft any-Piety, wat nvet do it. 
much mere ; for-as the former fhewed thee thy 
own Image in thy poor Brother, fo this fhews_ 
theé God's. Arid how tranitefident a Satidfaction 
mutt it ‘be, ‘to have paid. féme Part of Gratitude’ 
to thy Creator for thy own. Being, by raking 
thyfelf in thy: low Sptiere the Giver or Prefeiver 
of thit Lifé which he fir breathed into anod-' 
ther..--' shee S. Bee (eos < Ye ie ae 

"3438 None cari be conftrained to relinquifh: 
hts own Opiiion, nor is -it-equal for thee ‘to 
‘make thy Apprehenfion the Meafure of-Anq-. 
thers ; and thou differet fromm hitm-as ‘much as 
he doth from thee; and whether thou art: ih 
the Right or Wrong fs nat to be-determinet-by 
thy partial Self..." Arid-if thou- but’ ferioullvicen-- 

ae fidereft 
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fidereft how clofely the Generality of Men are’ 
wedded to their own Conceptions, and how 
fondly they doat upon the Brats.of their own, 


Fancy; and how unwilling they are to: be ac- 


counted ignorant; and.withal, how uncomely a. 
Thing it is to contend about a Goat’s Beard, or 
a Lock of Wool:(and truly moft vehement Al-. 
tercations are commonly of no higher Concern- 
ment) and what a Difturbance all this is to the. 
Company; thou wilt (I doubt not) be extreme- 
ly cautious. how thou engageft ma verbal Com- 


..9139 Many bear patiently imaginary Croffes 
which never happen; they fanfy to themfelves 
great Evils to come, and they go thro’ them, 
with great Courage, and upon this Account rec-. 
kon thenifelves patient: Yet in the: mean while | 
the little Vexations. that. occur. deily diflolve. 
them into Peevithnefs, and fretful-Anger, and 
they cannot bear. the leaft Crofs.ar Contradiction, 
when it is prefent..But thou muft beware of this. 
Illufion, and conftder. that great Occafions of. 
Patience happen but feldont, whereas the lefler. 
are very frequent: Almoft evesy Hoar thou wilt. 


_have Opportunities of exercifing this: Virtue, ein 


then by bearing. with other, or by checking and; 
correcting, thyfelfi And .thou ,fhoukleft. always 
bear mor¢ chearfully that Crefs which ig of Gad’s: 
fending, than that. which -is thy dwn, Choice ;- 
for that which God appoints -is always beft, 
whereas thou art ignorant, and «ten deceived. 

, 314Q None-can be faid to: die fuddenly, but: 
he that-hath not thought.of it enough... Thou: 
hat carpied Death. about thee ever fince: thou, 
waft born. ‘Thou haft been entertained with dai- 

ly 
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ly Spectacles of Carcaffes and Funerals. ‘Thow 
haft heard and read fo much of the Frailty of . 
Life, and Certainty of Death ; doft thow not’ 
know, that every Moment thou liveft brings 
thee nearer thy End? Thy Cloaths wear out, thy | 
Houfes decay, and all Things perifh, and doft 
thou look that thy Body fhould be immortal ? 
What are the common Accidents and Difeafes: , 
of Life, but fo many Warnings to thee to pre- 
pare for a Remove? Thou haft Death at thy. 
Table, in thy daily Food and Nourifhment ; for 
thy Life is maintained by the Death of other 
Creatures, and thou haft the lively Picture of it 
every Night for thy Bedfellow in Sleep: With 
what Face then canft thou charge thy Misfor- 
tunes With fudden Death, that haft fpent thy 
whole Life both at Bed and Board among fo 
many Remembrances of thy Mortality? _ 

3141 Te will not fuffice that thou in general’ 
end eavoureft to keep under thy Appetites, and un- 
ruly Paffions; for corrupt Nature is well enough 
pleafed with all the Apparel of Formalities of Mor- 
tification, Self-denial, and Vitory over Paffions ; 
and Philofophers grow in Love with the fair Ideas. 


_of Virtue in this pompous Attire ;:and many in 


this have deceived themielves,; and boafted of 
Conqueft over their evil. Inclinations, becaufe. 
they find not in themfelves an Averfion to Vir- 
tue and good Defires: But when it comes to 
Frial indeed, and they are no longer to fight 
with a Notion of Sin in general, but with a 
prefent urging Luft, with a prefent Uneafinefs. 
and Neceflity, with fome Provocations to An- 


ger, oF to Impatience 3 then it appears ‘how 


vain, 
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yaing how weak and infignificant were their 
great Thoughts and fine Refolutions, 

3142 What wonder if Men are furprized 
with Death’s fudden Call, when they have to 
deal with a painful Difeafe, that will fuffer no- 
thing elfe to be tended? With Heirs, with 
Legatees, or Expectants, with Creditors, or 
Debtors, with Wife and Children, with Kins- 
folks and Servants, with Friends or Enemies, 
and moreover with the World; which becaufe 
he hath loyed too much, he leaves fore againft 
his Will. Befides, he hath to deal with the 
Death of the Body, for which he is not duly 
prepared; and laft of all with Satan, who then 
attacks him with all his Forces, with Hell, 
which then appears in the moft difmal Shape, ° 
and in all its Terror. But know thou, that Mo- 
ment of Time will not be fufficient for fucha Mul- 
titude of Bufinefs, therefore thou oughteft to be 
in earneft and diligent, to take great Care be- 
fore-hand, that thou comeft weil provided to 
the laft and fharpeft Combat. 

3143 Break not off Friendfhip. for a fingle 
Heat, nor continue it againft Reafon. Paffion, 
Anger and Unkindnefs, may give a Wound that 
fhall bleed and {mart, but it is Treachery only 
that makes it rankle and mortify, The Reafon 
of the Difference is manifeft; for hafty Words 
_or Blows, either may be only an Effedt of a 
fudden Paffion, during which a Man is not per- 

fedtly himfelf ; but no Man goes about. to de- 
ceive and enfnare another in a Paflion, nor to lay 
Trains, and fet. Traps, and give fecret Blows 
in a prefent Huff: No, this is always done with 
Forecaft and Defign, with a fteddy. Bs i 
= a long 


4 long projeéting Malice, affifve? with all. the 
Skill and Art of a managed Hypocrify ;‘and per- 
haps, ‘not witHout-the Phattfaical ‘feigned Guife 
‘of Self-denial;: and -Mortification, whieh are 
“Things in. which the whole Man, and the whole 
Devil too are employed, and alf the Powers and 
‘Faculties of the Mind are ‘exerted aad made 
“ule of. : “a cae Bae BUST te ees SRE Ra, Sand 

. - 3144 Love not Virtie more for its Glory: than 
its Goodnefs’ fake, Some-afpire-after Good, be- 
‘caufe it is:‘a: Thing high and trarifcendent : They 
dive-a ftrié& and fevere Life, becaufe it denotes 4 
brave Spirit : They preferve inward Peace, be- 
vaufe-it is pleafant: They enquire after the Way 
‘to Heaven, and to that Purpofé confult many 
Books, that they may: enlarge their Knowledge, 
- and fatisfy their Curiofity ; and they walk in the 
narrow Way to Perfection, that they may De- 
light in themfelves, and admire their own Excel- 
lencies; all this thefe Men do for: to pleafe and 
magnify themfelves. When they think mof to 
ferve God, they only -ferve their-own Pride; and 
‘when at ‘laft’ they fhall expeé® great: Rewards, 
dhey fhall find their Hands-empty of gobd‘Works, 
 ”and their Mearts full of nothing ‘but Self-love. 
‘Therefore tiou oughteft to feek God with Hu- 
‘mility, with Singlenefs of Heart, and a fincere 
‘Spirit, to love -him-atove all- Things, and for 
Shis-own fake, 2 

-: 3145 Cave illos quos notavi? Deus. Beware of 
‘thofe whem God lias‘marked, 'Hé that hath ahy 
“Thing fixed in his Peffon that doth induce Con- 
‘tempt, hath alo. an ardent Deflre to-refcue and 
‘deliver himfelf -from ‘Seort.. Upon -thid he be 
cometh envious and malicious, ‘asdefiring others 
ra Le : ‘may 
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may be brqught te the fame Level in fome Kind 
or other with him. Hence alfo he grows bold 
and infolent, as ftanding up fiurdily jn his own 
Defence; vigilant alfo and watchful to. catch all 
Opportunities. of doing fhrewd Turns. But it 
mutt be confefled and allowed, that ajl deformed 
_ Perfons are not, thus; for fome, that they. may 
‘throw off the Unkindnefs of Nature, take a 
quite contrary Courfe, and walking. in. the Ways 
of Virtue, Hymility, and perfect goad Nature, 
merit the Efteem, and Love of all they. live ard 
converfe with. Thus crooked Men are obferved 
.tq be, either notorioufly Bad, or moft excellent- 

ly Good. ee are | 7 
3146 Look not about thee to afk another what 
Sort of Man thou art, and whether thou acteft 
“well or ill; byt look inward, examine thy own 
Thoughts and Inclination; know for thyfelf and 
dtapd by that. Opinion makes ys judge and e- 
fteem ourfelves, not according to our own Senfe 
and Confciouinefs, but according to. the. vain 
Thoughts gnd Falk of ether Men, We defer fo 
‘much to others Opinions, that except, they will 
pleafe to count ug happy, we cannat.be fa, We 
.are not contented to hive to ourielves,; byt we 
nuft glfo entertain .a trqublefome, imaginary 
Life, to pleafe we know not whom, People tht 
‘perhaps. know us nog, and to be {yre care. net 
‘for us; whofe Judgment we flight im other 
Fhings,: thus. negigching,. that true apd seal. Life 
which we opnfelves enjoy, me-make: itoug Care 
and Emlsavour to -preferveand adosn that. Life 
which; depends gn. nessa o%D ~hath. ng Sybh- 
tence hut in another’ Fangy.: And fo far dowa 
this, Delufion prevail, that what we alin 


e* <te - 4s : : 
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féel and know, is nothihg to us except othets 
‘be acquainted with it alo. z og 
3147 Good Nature is the very Ait ‘of a good 
Mind, the Sign of a large anda generous Soul, - 
and the peculiar Se on which Virtue profpers. 
But the World having a Notion of it that is ve- 
y Wrong, and of mifchievous Confequences, 
I defire to fet them tight, and let them know, 
‘that that 1s not to be called good Nature by 
which Men become impotent and uncapable 4f 
-withftandmg any iImportunities, be they nc- 
ver fo unreafonable, be they never fo dangerous, 
or refufing any Temptations; but as if they were 
crippled in their Powers, or crazed in their Minds, 
‘are wholly governed by Example, and fneakingly 
‘conform themfelves to other Mens Humours and 
Vices; and i a Word, become every Man’s Fool 
that Hath the Confidence to. impofe upon them. 
Now this is fo far from that lovely mafculite Tem- 
per of true Comoplaifance, that it 1s. mdeed no 
better than a childiih Bafhfulnefs, a feeble Puff 
‘animity, a filly Suftnefs of Mimd, which makes 
“a Man firft the Slave and Property, and then at 
‘aft the Scorn of his Company. — | 
-  3148:Thou haft no Reafon to ceafe thy Stu- 
‘dy and Enquiry into'the Word and Will of 
God, as if thou knoweft already what is necef- 
fary to be known. I have heard fome excufe 
‘themfelves from fuch Studies by a Wifh, that 
‘they could: practife what they: already know, 
‘and then they fhould not dotibt but to do well 
‘enough. Such Backwardtiefs‘and Excufes argue 
only that’ their Confcience’'is already ttouble- 
fome to them for their Breach‘and Negleét of 
, Duty; and they are afraid if it fhould be further 
ar informed, 
3 
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‘¢mformed,: it would give-them :seater Difquiet, 
or they fhould be conftrained to that Serictnef 
of Life, that would be very uneafy to them, fo 
that tho’ they with they could pra¢tife what they 
know; yet indeed, the Reafon why they de- 
fire not to increafe im Knowledge is, becaufe 
they have no real Mind to mend their Practice, 
nor be bound up to. that Exadctnefs of holy wall 
ing, that the Word requites. — 

3549 Fhou may’ft poflibly meet fornetime 
or other with a certain grave fupercilious Sort 
of a Gentleman, who pretemding-gteat Geod- 
nefg to thee, but really intending great Glo- 
ry tc himfelf, with be continually haunting and 
perfecuting thee with his Wifdom, and Ad- 
vice. I fappofe I need net forewarn thee to 
keep out of his Walk, for thy owm Uneafinefs 
will do it enough; he isa dreadful Friend’; hel 
take the Advantage of his own Experience 3 ; 
he’ll propofe all his Counfels as. Laws, and with 
the Air of a Mafter, that takes away the, Pri- 
_yilege of examining what he fays, will endea~ 
vour to force thy Mind by Authority, rather 
than win it by Reafom; he’ never fail to give 
himfelf for an Example, and apply to all his - 
Purpofes his Obfervations of former Times, 
when ke was a flourifhing young Man; he'll 
bring his own Adventures for Proofs. He has 
feen all that he advances; every Fhing that he 
{ays is. extraordinary, and worthy ta be laid up. 
And the fear of net faying enough to perfuade, 
makes him always fay too much to be believed 
or regarded. | 
"  3RgO Lay afide Conftraine (in Company) and 
Subtilty, it’s enough in — np. Converfation, 

to 
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4o preferve Decency and Order; as to the reft, 
‘thou may’ft flag -as:low as' the Earth, if they 
‘feem to defire it, or do fo themfelves. The 
‘Learned often ftumble at this Stone, they will 
‘be always fhewing their utmoft Skill, and how 
‘much they excel the reft; and fo they ftrew 
their Difcourfes all over with Flowers of their 
Eloquence, and -quote-Plato ‘and Aquinas in 
Things, that the firft Man they meet could deter- 
. ‘Mine as well; the Learning that cannot penetrate 
‘their Sculls, -hangs ftill upon their Tongues: 

3151 When thou wouldeft make a Jeft to 
‘excite Laughter, ’twill be beft tea fpeak in-a 
‘cold and ferious Manner, that the Company 
‘may be pleafingly furprized in feeing thee Se- 
‘rious in the Midft of Perfons who rend the Air 
with Laughter. Yet I have obferv’d fome who 
laugh’d fo heartily all the Way they were utter- 
ing of witty Things, that they made the Com- 
pany the beft Divertifement in the World ; but 
then their Way and Manner became only them- 
felves, and was not to be’ imitated by others. 
As I conceived: the Thing which took fo much 
was, that they fhewed nothing of Pride and Con- 
ceitednefs, or any Thing of hidden Preference 
of themfelves before the reft (which ‘would have 
given Difguft) but fhewed all along a wonderful 
Sweetnefs of Nature, and Gaiety of T’emper; 
which joining with the Sentiments of the Com- 
pany, and caufing them to laugh together with 
them, rendered all of a Piece, and prov’d ex- 
ceedingly endearing, obliging, pleafant, and 
merry. 2.4 

3152 Upon 4 Journey: Men. ufe to put on all 
the Pleafantnefs they can, and to make Sport 7 

| : a 
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all the Inconveniencies of the Ways and Wea- 
ther, and little crofg Accidents that befall 
them. And thus, if thou ‘haft but the Art 
and Wifdont'to doit, many of the lefler Incon- 
veniencies of Life might well enouch be played 
off, and made Matters rather of Mirth and Di- 
verfion, than of Melancholy, and ferious Trou- 
ble. But there are fome Evils and Calamities 
of humane Life that are too heavy and ferious to 
be jefted withal, and +equire the greatet Con- 
fideration, and a very great Degree of Patience 
to fupport us under them, and enable us to bear 
them decently; as the Lofs of Friends and dear- 
eft Relations ; as the Lofs of an-only Son grown 
up to be well fix’d and fettled in a Virtuous 
Courfe, and promifing ail the Comfort to his 
Parents that they themfelves could with; thefe 
certainly are fome of the greateft Evils of this 
World, and hardeft to be born. For Men 
may pretend to what they will, to Philofophy 
and Contempt of the World, and of the perifh- 
ing Comforts and Enjoyments of it, to the great 
Extirpation of their Paffions, and an Infenfibi- 
lity of thefe Things, which the weaker and un- 
difciplin’d of Mankind keep fuch a Wailing and 
_ Lamentation about. But when all js done, Na- | 
ture hath framed us as we are, and hath plantd 
in our Conftitution ftrong Inclinations and Af. 
feCtions to our Friends and Relations ; and thote 
AffeCtions are as naturally moved,. upon fuch 
Occafions, and pluck every String of our Hearts 
as violently, as extreme Hunger and Thir(t do 
gnaw upon our Stomacks. Whatever we migh- 
tily love, doth in fome Sort become a Part of 

| 2 ourfelves, 
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-ourfelyes, and: -eannot: hang fo. loofe upen us as 
to be feparated from us without Trouble, any. 
-more than a Limb, that is vitally, and.by ftrong 
~Ligaments united to.the Body, cam, be se 
off when we. pleafe, .or -rent.. from. the Body 
"swithout Pain, 
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APPENDIX 


Sincerity and Decett. 


At Dolus obfeuto gradientes adre fepfit; — 
Et multo nebule circum transfudit amiétu, 


Let no Man go beyond, and defraud his Brother, 
in any Matter: for the Lord is the Avenger of 
Jich, XK. Theffal, ly. 6, 
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-Suxcrnrry ‘and Decern | 


a ‘ih Deceit,, and Diflimulation. :  Deceiy- 


VIE: 
Se aod 


Prejudice, is-always and utterly. un: 
lawful. - But that Sort of Diflimula- 


aes which ‘means no Ill; or -is no other-than 


Coricealment. of one’s: Mind, is not only lawful; 


butin many of the Affairs of Life abfolutely ne=- 


eeffary : foriNature gives every one a ‘Right to 
_ defend himfelf;. and: eae Ea ‘Silence 1 is ‘a. ty ins 
mocent Defence. eee 4 i 

By prudent Diffimulation, thou: may't fome: 


timies pairy, and put by:many Injuries; and pre+ 
vent many Affronts, which could fcarce be done 


without it. 


Let thy Sincerity be -ever. accompaniéd with 
Prudence and Circum{fpection. Thou art bound - 


always to {peak fincerely when thou doft: {peak ; 
‘but thou art not. penne gla bee pare 


ww 
. 


a foie thee to dittinewith bengeen: 


ing or impofing upon others. to their. 


es Gh a Se "Honety 
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Honefty ought to have Wifdom (tho’ not ill 
Creft) for its -‘Guard> for fee weer feliense-. 
to'an Age full of Artifice; - wherein. ‘Wotds, 
which were invented: to exptefs our Fhoughp, 
fea ‘now to be applyed pny to the rpyceali g 
them with a good Graces it muft be confelle Sher: 
that Innocence ‘had need of a Mafk. And ‘tis 

no lefs imprudent to lay open thy Heart to. thofe 
that are always upon the Watch; than it would 
be to march quite naked among. Enemies whom 
we could neither offend, nor defend ourfelves: 
from. 

I would have thee deal wifely ; yet fo fincere-. 
}y, that thou needeft not fear the Examination 
_of thy Purpofes and Actions: and haft no Rea- 
fon to refufe Witnefles, even of thy. very 
Thoughts, if fuch a Thing were poffible. | 

Subtilty and fly Canriage always caufeth Sut 
picion; butWifdom purchafeth Refpect. Where-. 
fore would have thee know, that Clofenefs of 
Fleart, ior difcneet Diffimulation. in Matters of 
Conferquence;, is Wifdom; and it may be ferved 
| ‘without tricking ul Craft, by: an Opennefs ia 

| Things of lefs Moment. But. Sincerity, tho” 
in itfelf a Virtue, yet may fometimes be as blame~ 
able asa Lie. ‘That is, when thou ufeft it un- 
reafonably> “When thou {peakeft with Sincerity 
of Things thou oughteft to be filent in, thou 
wilt offerd thofe of whom thou {peakeft : And 
thou wilt give them Caufe to accufe thee of 
_ Imprudence, Incivility, and Want of good Na- 
ae 

“In all thy Dealings (where. the Matter will 
. bear it, .and the Perfons concerned are fit for it) 
wie a kind. of Opennef and Freenefs. Such Be- 

haviour 
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haviour will make others free to thee; and will 
get thee the Report of upright Dealing: And 
then Men will negotiate more fincerely, and 
plainly with thee, which will make thy Tranf- 
actions eafy. 

Truth and Sincerity ought to be Miftrefs not 
only of thy Heart and Mind, but alfo of all that 
appears in thee, or comes fom thee. That is, 
thy Words ought never to difagree with thy 
Thoughts or ACtions: And there fhould be no- 
thing within thee, that gives thee the Lie. 

Of all Things in the World give not thyfelf: 
up to Lying. A Lyar is a moft deteftable and 
moft miferable Wretch. He excludes himfelf™ 
from tite Society of prudent and good Men; 
and moft ‘horribly joineth himfelf to the Devil,.. 
yielding up himfelf to his bitter Bondage and. 
‘Power. 

Be -always fo precifely true in whatfoever 
thou relateft of thy own Knowledge, that thou ; 
may’ ft; get an undoubted and fettled Reputation | 
of Veracity: and thou-wilt gain this Advantage 
‘by it, that every body will: believe (without - 
further Proof) whatfoever thou uttereft; be it~ 


/ never fo ftrange. 


Hold to Truth; and it wilf make thee fafe, 
and eafy. One that was going Ambaflador to’ 
Ventce, begged of Sir Harry Wotton Advice how. 
-he might. carry himfelf among: thofe fuperfine 
Politicians. Sir Harry told him he fhould -al- 
ways {peak Fruth. ‘It will be the preateft Blind. 
in the World: They’ll‘not believe you, becaufe 
they'll ftill look beyond it, to find out fome 
Piece of fine Craft ; and come what will, you’li 
bat fafe,. and incur no Blame. 
| Lis ' Be 
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Be religioufly nice, even. to Superftition, :in 

Beep all thy Promifes or Cov enants, -tho’ in 
never fo flight Matters; and ‘tho’ afterwards 
thou perceiv eft, thou mighteft have done better : 
Yet let not any precedent Act of thine be al- 
tered by any After-accident. Let nothing make 
thee break thy- Word, or Agreement 5. onlefs if 
be unlawful, hurtful to the Party, or impoffible, 
And. therefore, whenever thou art. not very cer- 
tain of Performance; have a care to.make en 
conditional. 
_ If thou refufett Dignities, 'Preferments, . or 
Praifes, out of a feeming Lowlinefs of Mind, 
and Contempt of the World: and at the fame 
time underhand ftriveft to. obtain. them; or to ° 
propagate thy Fame by a feigned Renunciation; _ 
Know this, that thou art ‘guilty of an. abomi- 
nable Faliity, and an arrogant Humility not to 
be endured by Men of Senfe and Probity. 

If thon doft Acts of Charity, that thou may’& 
be feen of Men, and have the Name of a good 
and a charitable Perfon ; or if thou intendeft, thy 
Charity: fhould be an Abfalom’ Pillar, to conti- 
nue thy Name to Pofterity: In thefe Cafes, thy 
Charity (as thou calleft it) to. others, is, only 
Love to thyfelf, and thou. haft thy Reward. 

As for mendicating fithing Prefents, which 
are.given with no generous Intention; bug. are 
Baits of a {mall Fly, to take a great Fidh with: 
Thefe are in Truth but 2.cunning Sort of Beg- 
ging, and no better. - I-hope, thou-wilt take up 
fo generous a Mind, as to difdain, and utterly 
deteft them. 

When thou hatt : a Mind to buy a Thing, fee 
that thou doft not a it, by putting about 
Sufpi- 
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Sufpicions of its Goodnefs, ‘or publifhing Faults, 
which thou knoweft not to belong to it; but in-- 
venteft, to the End, that thou may’ft put by an- 
other Buyer, and may’ ft get it thyfelf for lefs 
than it is worth. Thefe are moft pitiful, fhame- 
ful ‘Tricks, which, ’tis to be wifhed, were no: 
where to be found, but among the Pooreft, 
Loweft, and Wortt of the People. 

In Bargaining. and Selling any thing (let the 
Way of the World be what.it will) do not thou 
deceive the Buyer; not only by direct Falfity, 
but even by fpeaking what is true,. in a Senfe 
not underftood by him. Ottherwife he thinks, 
he buyeth one Thing, and thou difhoneftly de- 
livereft another. 3 

If thou. denyeft,. or by. any Art concealeft the: 
Faults, which thou knoweft are in thy Commo- 
dity; or if thou commendeft it for good Qua- 
lities it hath not; or if thou felleft by falfe Mea- 
_ fares, Weights, or Tale; or if thou exacteft a 
Price beyond its real Worth,. and prefent Mar- 
ket: In thefe Cafes. thou letteft not the Buyer 
have what he thought he bought of thee. and 
thou takeft ef him fome Part of his. Money for 
nothing at all: And fo. thou art guilty. of Lying, . 
Extortion, and Thievery. 

But if thou confirmett. all by Oaths and line 
_precations, (as Traders very often do) thou then. 

addeft Perjury to all the reft. And what:a Heap 
of Villanies are here gathered together, .enough 
to fink a poor Soul to : Deftruétion ; and all this, 
only to {crew a little more Money out of his 
Neighbour’s Pocket; and that fometimes fo ve- 
ry aS that ’tis a Miracle, that any Man that 
_ L.6 thinks: © 
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thinks he has a Soul, can. fet. it at fo miferabht 
and contemptible a Price... 
When thou felleft, let not the Price be 
| heightened ay! the Neceflity, or Unfkilfulnefs of 
the Buyer:. For the firft is direét Uncharitable- 
‘nefs to the Perfon, and Injuftice in the Thing,. 


 Beéaufe the Man’s Neceffity could not natarally 


enter into the Confidetation of the Value of the 
3 ‘Commodity. And the other is downright De-. 
__-€eit, Oppreflion, and Extortion. Thou would- 
_ eft not willingly be ferved fo thyfelf. <3 
- Tis & very great Miftake in thee, if thou. 
thinkeft of getting a good Name, and laftin ie 
‘Reputation in the World, by ee and fal 
Appearances. 
+ WfIntegrity do not make thee profperous and 
‘rich; yet it will at leaf keep thee from being 
miferable. A quiet and good Confcience is a 
‘continual Comfort come what will. 
' There are, I-believe, not many Inftances of 
‘Men, whe (if they underfteod end minded their 
Bufinefs), have ever faffered much.by their Up- 
-rightnefs and Integrity. i in Dealing: it being ve-. 
ry hard. to unagine, that a Trader fhould. be a: 
‘Lofer, by thofe Virtues which ‘advance Credit. 
and Reputation. . ~ 
If thou employeft plainy Men, and canft find 
fuch as are commonly honeft; they will work 
faithfully, and do thy Bufinefs according to thy 
-Orders. But cunning Fellows will, for their. 
‘own Credit, venture without. Command : and: 
from thy Bufinefs try to derive Credit. to them-- 
‘felves, ‘without Regard to thee. 
If thou trufteft a known Knave, thou-haft so 
' eter Recompences. but to be accounted a Fool 


[ 229] 
for thy Pains: And if thou trufteft thyfelf into: 
Ruin, and Beggary, thou fafleft unpitied, « 
Sacrifice to thy own Folly and Credulity. For: 
if thou fuffereft thyfelf to be impofed upon by 
a known Deceiver,. thou goeft Partner in the: 
Cheat, and deceiveft thyfelf; and then thou art 
Aefpifed, and laughed at as a foft eafy Fellow; 
and one that is as unfit to be relyed on for thy 
‘Weaknefs, as the other: can be for his -Falfe- 
. nefs. - : | 
In dealing with cunning Men thou. fhouldeft 
ever confider their Ends, to interpret. their 
Speeches. And it’s good’ to-fay little to them ; 
and that witich they leaft look for. — oe 
. Thou art. to. believe a Man when he pro- 
mifes what may tum to his own Advantage, , 
-as well as thine. 
_ A Man’s Word that tells thee he is thy Friend, 
eught not to be taken for his faying fo; nor 
ought he to.take thine. Both one and the other 
‘ought to-give Proof (if they have Opportunity) 
of what they fay. And nothing can give greater 
Affurance that two Men-are Friends, than when 
Experience makes them mutually acknowledge 
_ if, whenfoever Opportunity ferves; or can be 
“found ‘out. | | 
If fome Sort: of Exigence fhould fo bring it 
about, as. to caufe a Man of ufual Honefty and. 
fomething of Confcience,. to diffemble, thou 
may’ eafily- perceive it: For he will feem di- 
-fturbed, and loft in himfelf; and will hefitate 
_- In his Difcourfe, becaufe: he feels his Heart and 
_- Tongue divided; which pulls him two different 
Ways at once, . ‘ 
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Be ever prudent and wary ;: and take heed: of 
being caught: ahd prefume not upon thy own 
Sufficiency too: much. Méen are every Jot as 
eafily impofed upon, as Birds, Beafts and Fithes, 
while the Eagernefs of Appetite fufpends. the 
Exercife: of Reafon. A Treat, a Woman, a 
Bottle of Wine is the fame Thing, that a Worm, 
a Gudgeon, a Grain.of Corn, or 3 Bit of Fleth 
is to thofe Animals. We {nap at the Bait with- 
out ever Greamune of the Hook, and ‘Trap, and 
Snare. 

Let Conicicnes: and Honour, and good Na- 
ture, govern all thy Actions, and: Dealings. Let 
particular Intereft and Love of thyfelf carry thee 
no further, than Equity and Charity will bear 
thee out. 

‘In all Things preferve Integrity. The Con- 
fcience of thy own Uprightnefs will alleviate the 
Toil of Bufinefs, and foften the Harfhnefs of ill 
Succefs, and Difappointments, and give thee an 
humble Confidence before God; when the In- 
gratitude,of; Man, or-.the. Tniquity. of the ‘Times 
rob thee‘of other due Reward. | 

I would have thee perfectly fcorn, and hate 
all Tricks and Cheats: And if at any Time thou 
makeft Ufe of Artifice, Jet it be only as a Coun- 
ter-poifon; never to-do Evil, but to avoid it; 
never to affault- others, but to defend thy- 
felf. 

Keep the Ways of Integrity and Juftice ; it’s 
‘both. more eafy and-more fafe, than to. turn 
_away into Shuffling, and unfair Dealing. Yet 
commonly Mens Paffions, Cuvftoms, and evil 
Inclinations lead them into By-paths. 
Deccive 
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- Deceive not, defraud’ nots. but, keep up to 
the ftricteft Rules of Juftice, and Honefty. For 
all unjuft Acquifitions. will one Day prove like 
a barbed Arrow, that muft be plucked back 
again; and that not witHout horrible Pain, and 
Anguith, or elfe will deftroy thee eternally. 
_ By no Means come into the Way of the 
Men of the World, that think themfelves’ cun- 
ning, and are eternaHy counterfeiting, and dif- 
fembling: for the Advantage thou wilt get by it 
will be, never to be believed when thou feriouf 
ly fpeakeft Truth. I grant, this may once or 
twice perhaps pafs upon Men; but to profefs 
concealing of thy Thoughts, will be to give 
warning to all,, who have any. thing to do with 
thee, that whatfoever thou faye is-al! but Lying 
and Deceit. And by how much more thou art 
fubtile, and cunning, by fo much thou art fu- 
{pected and hated. And then when it is come 
to that pafs, that the Opinion of thy Integrity 
is ruined, loft and gone; thou wilt every where 
havea hard Game to play. 
In Treating and Bufinefs, inftead. of Craft 
and: Cunning, make ufe of Affability, Sweetnefs, 
and Courtefies.: By thefe thou fhalt eafily flide 
thro’ Difficulties. And when thon fucceedeft 
‘not; yet thou wilt be likely to come fairly 
of. 


If thou wilt be fecret, thou muft be (where 
Confcience will bear it) a Sort of a Diflembler 
in fome Degree; for Men. are too cunning to 
fuffer a Man. to. keep an indifferent Carriage. 
They will-befet him. with Queftions, and draw 
him on, and. pick it out of him, fo that with- 
out an abfurd Silence he mutt fhew an Inclina- 
tion 
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¢ion one way; or if he do not, they will ga~ 
ther as much by his. Silence as by his Speech. 
As- for Equivocations they cannot hold out 


 fong. 3 
3 "TF any trickftering Fellow come pumping of 
thee. with crafty Queftions, to get out of thee 
what thou oughteft to conceal, and haft no mind 
to give a refolving Anfwer, receive him. civil- 
iy, but be not at the Expence of a Lie'to fend 
Him going. A ready Man may find out many 
Ways to put his Pafies by. One may be to 
Better thyfelf of fome Interrogation alfo, by 
which thou. may’ft rival: the others ; and either 
procure Forbearance, or draw him into an e- 
qual Hazard with thyfelf. Chrift'did thus to the 
Priefts, Matth, xxi. 24. This may. be eafier-done 
df thou guefleft before-hand what will be afked 
for then thou' may’ft prepare thyfelf. _ 

But if he perfifts-and grows rudely Importu- 
rate, perhaps it may be thy beft Way, with a 
{mart Sort of Freedom to let him know thou un- 
- dérftandeft his Drift, -and' wilt not have that: pul- 
ed from thee’ by Artifice and Tricks which 
thou mighteft: perHaps have told him, ‘had’ he 
‘not infidiowlly gone abbut ‘to overreach thee ; 
‘and fo on that Score thou may’ft deny any fur- 
ther Converfe in that- Matter: But this may not 
be done to thofe that are much thy Superiors. 

Whenever thou feeft @ Man that would have 
beguiled and‘impofed' upon thee baftly, by making 
‘thee believe'a pernicious. Lie, thou may’ft truly 
. fay of that Perfon; That’s: the Man who would. 
have ruined me; who-would have ftripped me of 
the Dignity:of my Nature, and put out the Eye of 
my Reafon to. advantage himfelf; or to make 
| : himifelf: 
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himfelf Sport with my Damage, my Folly, and 
my Difhonour. 

. But the Falfenefs of a pretended Friend that 
has betrayed thee, does not give thee a Right 
to do the fame by him.- Thy Duty does not: 
depend upon his Performance: His Faults don’t- 
authorize thine. 

Ufe Honefty and Sincerity in all thy Tranf 
actions ; *twill put trickifh Men out of their. 
Play ; ’twill break all their Meafures by which. 
they hoped to compafs their evil Ends: For 
Knaves commonly think that nothing can be 
well done but by Knavery, but this is a great 
Miftake. 

For put a Couple of artful fharping Fellows 
together upon Bufinefs, and they fhall fall into. . 
fo. many Tricks, and ufe fo many Wiles to 
blind, overreach, and catch one another, that 
they will be able to bring nothing to pafs in a 
Yong, Time, and will leave it entangled, and not 
fo well as they found it: Whereas if two un- 
derftanding, honeft, and plain Men meet about 
it, they'll eafily and prefently fet the Matter right. 
_ And fo the Lord Bacon might well fay, there is 
a great Difference between a cunning Man and: 
a wife Man, not only in Point of Honelty, -but. 
Ability alfo. 

Rae not to a counterfeit Outlide to hide 

Flatter not thyfelf in thy Subtilty: Ima- 
. not thou art fo clofe that none can fee thee, 
or find out thy Ways of working. 

For Fraud and Artifice are quickly difcerned 
if they be too-grofs ; and eafily broken if too. 
fine. And as fome Men ufe Craft for their In-. 
terelt, {o others have an Intereft to find it out. 

Alfo: 
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Alfo Diffimulation requires too. much pun@iual 
Caution to fecure itfelf from -being difcovered ; 
and’ the Pains thou takeft to hide it, even that’ 
very: often betrays: it. : a 

“In fine, if. thou beeft-a fincere, plain dealing, 
honeft Man, thy Life fhall be quiet: and happy ; 
thou fhalt have the continual Feaft of a good 
Confcience, fhalt enjoy the Sweets of Saciety, 
and' the Bleflings of Friendfhip: And tho’ thou 
art not rich, yet like the meek Man, thou: fhalt 
inhierit.the Earth... | 

“But as for thofe that have given up them- 
felves to Tricking and Treachery,. they are the 
moft miferable and lamentable Wretches living : 
Their own Heart will tell them they have. been 
not:a Whit better than highway Rogues: Their 
whole Bife has been a continued Piece of 
‘Thievery, Pain, -and Perplexity; and at laft, 
if (which commonly happens:) they come to 
Beggary, then (as it ig in the P/alms) They -will 
grin like a Dog; and will go about the Gity. They 
will run. bere and there for Meat, and. grudge tf 
they be not fatisfy’d. a par: 


fi Ass TRACT of “Archbifbop Til- 
lotfon’s Sérmon, upon John i. 47. | 


“vIncerity fignifies a Simplicity of Mind and 
|. Manners in our Converfation and Carriage 
one towards another; Singlenefs of Heart, dif- 
covering itfelf in-a-conftant Plainnefs and Open- 
nefs of Behaviour,. free from all infidious De- 
vices, and little Fricks and Fetehes of Craft 
and Cunning, from all. falfe Appearances and 
| oe: deceitful 


OE an ie ga aoe a a eae 


[ 235 J 
deceitful Difeuifes of our felves ix Word or 
Action. — 

It is to fpeak as we think, to do as we pre- 
tend and profefs, to perform and make good 
what we Promife, and really to be what we 
would feem and appear to be. 

Not that we are obliged to tcll every Man 
all our Mind, but we are never to declare any 
thing contrary to it. We may be filent, and 
conceal as much of our felves,:as Prudence, or 
any other good. Reafon requires; but we mui 
not put on a Difguife, and make, a falfe Ap- 
pearance and empty Shew of what we are not, 
either in Words.or Actions. . 

Contrary to this Virtue of Sincerity is moi 
of that Complement, which is generally in 
Converfation ; and which for the moft Part, is 
nothing but. Words, and a Pretence of that 
Kindnefs and Efteem for Perfons which we have 
not, of not to that Degree which our Expref 
fions feem to import. | 

Which if done with Defign is that which we 
call Flattery, a very odious Sort of Infincerity, 
and fo much the worfe,: becaufe at abufeth Men 
into.a vain and foolifh Ofinion of themfelves, — 
and an ill grounded Confidence of the Kindneis. 
‘and Goodwiil of others toward them. 

Now befides that, all Hypocrity and Inince- 
rity ts -mean in itlelf, havmg Faifhood at the 
Bottom ; it is alfo often made ute of to the Preju- 
dice of others in their Rights and Interefts when 
Men practife upon.one anather Falfenefs, Fraud, 
_Perfidioufnels, and infinite litle Crafts and Arts 

af Deceit, 
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 Thefe dexteroufly managed, fo as not to be 
too plain and open to Difcovery,. are look’d up- 
on by many as Signs of great Depth and Shrewd- 
ne{fs, admirable Inftruments of Bufinefs, and 
neceffary Means for the compafling our own 
Ends and Defigns; and pafs for great Policy, as- . 
if the very Skill of governing and managing hu- 
mane Affairs. did: confift in thefg little Tricks 
and Devices: oS 
_ But he that looks more narrowly,. and will 
have the Patience to obferve the End of them, 
will find them to be the greateft Follies; and. 
that it is only for want of true Wifdom and 
Underftanding that Men turn afide to Tricks;. 
and make Diffimulation and Lies their Refuge. 
It is Solomon’s Obfervation, that be that walk 
eth uprightly walketh furely: but the Folly of 
Fools is Deceit. That is, the moft egregious Piece 
of Folly that any Fool can be guilty.of is to play 
the Knave. Sed ffultus divertit ad Delos. To make 
ufe of thefe is a Sign that the Man wants Un-. 
 derftanding to. fee the plain and direct Way to 
his End. ! 

I will not, deny but thefe little Arts may ferve. 
a prefent Turn, and-perhaps fuccefsfully enough; 
but true Wifdom goes deep, and reacheth a. 
great Way further,. looking to the End of 
Things, and regarding the Future as well as the 
Prefent ; and by judging upon the whole Matter 
and Sum of Affairs, doth clearly difcern, that 
‘whereas Craft and Cunning are only ufeful for 
the prefent Occafion, Integrity is of a lafting: 
Ufe, and will be ferviceable to us upon all 
Occafions, and in the whole Courfe of out 
Gives, 

And 
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And that Diffimulation and Deceit, tho’ they 
may do fome prefent Execution in Bufinefs, 
yet they recoil upon a Man terribly afterwards, 
fo as to make him ftagger, and by Degrees to 
weaken, asd at laft deftroy his Reputation, 
which is 2 much more ufeful and fubftantial, 
and lafting Inftrument of Profperity, and Suc- 
eefs in humane Affairs, than any Tricks and 
Deceits whatfoever. But. to make out thefe 
«hearer, I offer thefe following Confiderations. 

Hypocrify and Infincerity is a very vain and 
foolifh Thing ; it is defigned to cheat others, 
‘but is in Truth a deceiving of ourfelves. No 
Man wauld flatter or diffemble did he believe it 
‘were feen and difcovered. An open Knave isa 
great Fool, who deftroys at once both his De- 
fign and his Reputation. | : 

Truth and Reality have all the Advantages 
‘of Appearance, and many more. If the Shew 
of any Thing be good for any Thing, I am fure 
Sincerity is better; for why docs any Man dif- 
femble, or feem to be that which he is not, but 
‘becaufe he thinks it good to have fuch a Qyar — 
lity as be pretends to? For to counterfeit and 
differnble, is. ta put on the Appearance of .fome 
real Excellency: Wow the heft Way in the 
World for a Man to feem to be any thing,. is 
really to’be what he would feem tobe. 

Befides, that it is many Times as trouble 
fome to make good the Pretence ef a good 
Quality, as to have it; and if a Man have it 
hot, it is ten to one but he is difcovered to 
want-it, and thea all his Pains and Labour to 
feem tq have it is loft. There is fomething un- 
‘natural in Painting, which a fkilful Eye will 

3 a —-eafily 
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. eafily difcern from mative ‘Beauty and ‘Com- 
plexion. | 

‘It is hard to perfonate and aét a Part long; 
for where Truth is not at- the Bottom, Nature 
‘ avill always be endeavouring to réturn, and 
avill peep out, and betray herfelf one Time or 
other. 

Therefore if any Man think it convenient to 
feem good, -let him be fo indeed, and then his 
Goodnefs will appear to every Body’ s Satisfac- 
tion. For Truth is.convincing, and carries its 
own Light and Evidence along with it, and will 
not only:--commend us to every Man’s Con- 
‘' {cience ‘but (which is much more) to God, 
‘who fearcheth and feeth our Hearts, fo that up- 

on.-all- Accounts Sincerity is true Wifdom. — 
Particularly, as to the Affairs of this’ World, 
{ntegrity hath many Advantages over all the 
fine “and artificial Ways’ of Diffimulation and 
‘Deceit. It is much the plainer and eafier, much 
the fafer and more fecure Way of Dealing in 
the World: It hath lefs of Trouble and Diffi- 
culty,: of Entanglement and Perplexity, of 
Danger and Hezard in it: It ‘is the fhorteft 
and ‘neareft Way to.our-End, carrying us thi-+ 
‘ther-in a ftrait Line, and will hold out and laft 
dongef. 

The Arts of Deceit and Cunning do conti- 
nually ‘grow weaker and lefs Effectual and Ser- 
viceable to them that ufe them: Whereas Inte- 
erity gains Strength by ‘ufe, and the more and 
‘longer‘any Man practifeth it, the gréater Service 
‘it does him by confirming his Reputation, and 
encouraging thofe with whom ‘he hath to -do, 
‘to repofe.the greater Truft and Confidence in 
‘ him, 
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him, which is an unfpeakable Advantage in the — 
Bufinefs and Affairs of Life. 

But a Diftembler muft always be upon his - 
Guard, and watch himfelf carefully, that he do 
not contradict his own Pretence; for he atts 
an unnatural Part, and therefore muft put a-con- 
tinual Force and Reftraint upon himfelf. 

Trath always. lies appermoft, and if a Man 
do. not carefully attend, he will be apt to-bolt 
it out; whereas he that acts fincerely hath the 
eafieft Tafk in the World, becaufe he follows 
Nature, and fo is put to no Trouble and Care 
' about his Words and Aéctions. He needs not 
invent any Pretences before-hand, nor make Ex- 
cufes afterwards, for any Thing he hath faid or 
done. | 

But Infincerity is very troublefome to ma- 
nage. A Man hath fo many Things to attend 
to, fo many Ends to bring together, as make 
his Life a very perplext and intricate Thing. 
‘A Liar had need of a good Memory, ‘Jeft he 
contradiét at one Time what he faid at an- 
-other. 

But Truth is always confiftent with itfelf, 
-and needs nothing to help it out; it is always 
-near at Hand, and. fits upon our Lips, -and 
is ready to drop out before we are aware; — 
whereas a Lie is. troublefome, and fets a Man’s 
Invention upon the Rack, and one Trick needs a 
great many more to make it good. 

The crafty Man. is always in. Danger, and 
-when he thinks he walks in the dark, all his - 
'Pretences are fo ‘tranfparent, that he that runs : 
‘may read them: He is the laft Man that finds — 
himfelf to be found out, and whilft he a: it 
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‘For granted that he makes Fools of others, he 
‘renders hintfelf ridiculous. | 

Add to alt this, that Sincerity is the moft 
‘compendious Wifdom, and an excellent Inftru- 
ment for the fpeedy Difpateh of Bufinefs ; it 
‘ereates Confidence m thofe we have to deal 
with, faves the Labour of manyEnquiries, and 
brings Things to an Iffue in few Words." It's 
ike travelling in a plain beaten Road, which 
commonly brings a‘Man fooner to his Journey's 
‘End, than Byways, in which Men often lofe them- 
felves. 

In a Word, whatfoever Convenience may be 

‘thought .to be in Falfhood and Diffimulation it 
¥s foon over, but the Inconvenience of it is pet- 
‘petual ; becaufe it brings a Man under an ever- 
Tafting Jeatoufy andSufpicion, fo that he is not 
‘believed when he fpeaks ‘Fruth, nor trufted 
when perhaps he means honeftly. When a 
‘Man hath -once forfeited the Reputation of his 
‘Integrity, he is fet faft, and nothing will then 
iferve his Turn, neither Truth nor Falfhood. 
_ Your artful cunning Trickfters are fo blind- 
‘ed by their Covetoufhefs and Ambition, that 
they cannot look beyond a prefent Advantage, 
mor forbear to feize upon it, tho” by ways. ne- 
ver fo indirect. ‘They cannot fee fo far as to 
the remote Confequences of a fteddy: Integrity, 
cand the vaft Benefit and Advantages which it 
will bring a Man at laf. | - 

Indeed if a Man were to deal in the World 
‘only for a Day, and fhould never have Occa- 
fion to converfe more with Mankind, never 
‘more need their good Opinion, or good Word: 
_{t were then no gteat Matter ({peaking as. to 
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the Concernment of the World) if a Man fpent 
his Reputation all at once, and ventur’d it at 
one Throw: But if he be te continue in the 
World, and would have the Advantage of Con- 
verfation whilft he is in it; let him make ufe 
of Truth and Sincerity in all his Words and 
Actions; for nothing but this will laft and hold 
out to the End. All other Arts will fail, but 
‘Truth and Integrity will carry a Man thro’, 
and bear him out to the laft. It’s Saomon’s 
Obfervation, that the Lip of Truth 15 effa- 
blifoed, but a lying Tongue is but for a Mo- 
ment. 

Every Man will readily grant, that Truth 
and Sincerity aré great Virtues, and Arguments 
of a generous Miud ; but that there is fo much 
of true Wifdom in them, .and that they really 
ferve to profit our Intereft in this World, 
feems a great Paradox to the Generality of Men, 
aud yet 1 doubt-not but it is undoubtedly true, 
and generally found to be fo in the Experience 
of Mankind, 

Laftly, To what Purpofe fhould one be to 
cunning when our abode in this World is fo 
fhort and uneertain? Why fiould any Man, by 
diflembling his Judgment or ating contrary 
to it, incur at once the Difpleafure of God, and 
the Difcontent of his own Mind; efpecially, if 
we confider, that all our Diffimulation fhall one 
Day be made manifeft, and publifhed on the 
open Theatre of the World, before God, An- 
gels and Men, to our everlafting Shame and 
Confufion? a 

Let us then be now what we would be glad 
to be found in that Day, when all Pretences 
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fhall be’ examined, :and the clofeft Hyrocrify of 
Men. fhail.-be laid open, ‘and dafh’d ‘out of 
Countenance; when the: Secret! of all. Hearis 
fhall be difcloféd,. and <all.'the:-hidden Works 
of Darknefs fhall : be .revealed ;..and:all ‘our 
Thoughts, Words and Aétions, {hall be brought 
to a {trict and. fevere. Trial; .and. be:cenfured “by 
that impartial and. infallible’ judgment: of: God, 
which is accerding. to."Truth in the Day :when 


God fhall Judge t the Scorets: of Men by ae 
‘Cant. 3 
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